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tho noble Spanish language was to tho
cavaliors of Eliziboth, James and Charles,
and that in both thoso tonguos thero is
scireely an aspirato U, it is nolvory diflicult
to imagino that the fashion of uspiration is
of lntor growth, and thot the caroless or un.
cduvatell Briton only clings to an original
¢ facon do parler’ now long since abondon
ed to him by the cultivated clusses, in which
it was likely enough first ndopted as an af
foctation, and afterw s as a distinetiorn of
caste,

ar—— .

THE EDUCATION OF TITE ARMY (vitd
REFEREXCE TO YOUNU OFFICERS.

Wa take from the Journil of the R. U. S.
Institution the followin% report of a lecture
there by Licut. Colonel Midlleton, swhom
many of our readers may recollecl us the
Garrison Instructor at  Aldershot, and the
Commandant of the carly Schools of In.
altruclion for the Reserve Forces held
the 8 ;==

Alr. Presideut and Gentlemen,—The sub.
1ot on which I am about to ad:dress you to
night is one of great interest and import.
ance, mora especially at this timo when
groat changes are impending in the system
and organizition of our Ary.

So important does the subject appoar to
mo that L feel I am scarcely qualitied for the
task I bave undertalen, aod 1 can only
plead as an oxcuse for my doing so thatl
have paid some attention to tho matter, and
tinvolately had some little experience in it in
my capacity of syperintending officer of the
now system of garrison 1nsiruction for the
Army.

Beforo proceeding further, I wish to pomnt
out that [ am labouring under some fittle
disadvantage w having to ‘write a paper on
this subject just now when the general sys
tem of the education of the oflicers of the
Army i3 undergoing a chango, or ratheris
maslate of transitton awaiing the great
alteration in the organization of the Army.
A3 you are aware, the system by which com-
missions were obtained with and without
purchaso at the Royal Military College is
now in abeyance, and it i3 undecided whe
theritis to bo re-opened ngain under its
pristine form. Under these circumstances
my paper to-night will treat more of the
actual stago of things at the prosent mo-
ment, and morae espacially of tho systenm of
garrison instruction as now carried on ; and
though it muy not contain in itself very
much, I am in hopes it may bring forth ro.
marks and suggestions from thoso who are
bettor qualitfied on the subject than myself;
and wo are to bo congratulated on having,
as chairman to-mght, one who has had per
haps more general expericnce in the matter
of Army Education than any otker officerin
tho Army.

I may add here that as our idea of educat-
ing the officers of the Army generally in
professional  knowledge is, comparatively
speaking, n new one, it is necessary occa-
stonally to rofer to tho system of somo other
army, and for that purposo I have selected
tho Prussian system as the ono that hasap-
parently proved itself to bothe best, though
§ by no moans think that a slavish imitation
of their system would be either advisable or
suitable for the Army of this country.

In a short essay like this it is impossible
{0 enter into tho question of whetlier the
officers of the English Army—other than
those of tho Artillery and Enginears, whoso
high professional knowledge and abilities
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bave nover been questioned—ato ro.adly. s
o body, so defleient in  professionnl know.
ledgo ns somo of our friends scen to thak,
and which I, for one, do not biodieve ¢ ! shill
thereforo confine myself strictly as [ can to
the uub{ocb proposod—viz, *‘The Educa-
tion of tho Army wich rolerenco to Young
Officors.'t

Now, the lirst question which uturally
presonts ftselfis, whet knowledge do wo re

ufro our regimental officors to possess?
‘I'ho answor Lo that is, I takeit, camly given.
o should have the cducation of n gentle.
man combined with tho professional know.
ledgo of asoldier

‘This answor gives riso toanother question.
When and where slhiould this knowledge bo
acquired? ‘I'he Prussian mmlitary authon-
ties unhesitatingly say, 1 nanswer, * The
cducstion of a gentleman ahould be acynir-
ed at & public schoul bLefoio entering tho
servico, and tho profussional knowledge ut a
war school after entering the service, and
though they do not yet quite acistrictly up
to this opinton, they do not hesitto to say
that they hope to do so0.”

The Prussinn first oxamination in tho
Portepee Fahnrich examinution consists of
the followihg subjocts : —

Relatine Value.
German.... ..... ccvee ous .o

French. e e s
Mathomaties.. .... . . ...
History.... ....cc.iivviinn.
Geography
Drawing.....v veeeeienarnn..

Tuis examination is strictor than ours, and
13 pattly on paper, and partly vied roce  The
questions in each subjeot are fower in num-
ber and more comprehensivein character
than is usual in our examination,

I'he Prussian jdes, as stated by General
YVon Holloben, of oxamining. is, I think.
rather different to our system lHe says
that little value, as a rule, is attacbed to
mere knowledgo of detail s exhibited in the
answers; in fact, the main object of tho ex
amination is not so much to show that a
candidate has any given amount of postive
knowledge, as that he has sufficient intel-
l¢ v unl capacity to put his kuowledgo toa
u-~ctul purpose; and, indeed, this scoms to
be generally tho object in all Prussian ex-
aminations.

I may add that they often relax their
rules in their examinations. Strictly speak-
ing, cendidates ave only allowed two chances
of passing tho examination, but they fre.
quoatly allow a third, but seldom more.
Again, a candidate who hias been spun once
is not necessarily ro.examined in alt the sub.
jects, but is excused thoso subjects at his
second examination the answers to which at
his first wero considered satisfactory; and
when I add lo this tho ncknowlodga(f fact
that from one-half to two-thirds of tve can
didates fuil on the £rst occasion, it would ap
pear thai—tirst, this oxaminstion is too
severe, and second that the authorities know
it is.

At present tho subjects of our first or en-
trance examination arc as follows : —

Classics g é‘::';}{
Mathematics.
English languago.
Modemn Janguages.
{1istory, ancicniand modern, with geo-

geaphy. A
Natural sciences—i. ¢, mineralogy and

goology.

Experinental sciences—i. e., chemustry,
heat, electricty, including magnet-
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Drawing.

Tho sovority of this examinatton, which s
quite comprehonsive enough, of courso de
pends on tho amount of qualifying maiks
requived to pass,

Al presont it is a low one. ‘Tho candidutes
arc only nllowed to bo exanjined 1 five of
the subjools.

With regard to this first examination, or
cutrauco one, as it is puroly a civil examinn
tiun, based on the standard of tho public
schiools, its stitlhess must depend on that of
the publioschools examination. At present
I am sorry (o sny that the number of .,aal
ifying marks are necossarily very low,
Probably now that pucohinse is abolished,
this mintmum wiil e raised, as { think it
ought to be, but I hope it wil! be done gra
dually, ns wo are dependent on tho public
schonls for many excallent officers. 1 also
trust it will not bo raised too high, for even
thoso great sticklers for military education,
the Prussiuns, admit that many men make
excellent regimental officars without pos
sessing very high intellectual attainments.
Now, by making this oxamination too siiff
with us, two valuablo classes of men might
bo lost to tho Army, theone consisling of
men of ability, but requiring manhood to in-
duce them to uge it, tho other of men pos
sossed of tho physical qualifications for an
oflicer so generally possessed by Eunglish
gentlemen above those of other nations, un-
accompanied, perhaps, with any profound
capacity for mathematics, languages, or
drawing.

Beforo leaving the subject of this exnini

nation, I should like to say a word about
languages, as taught in our schools.
1 do not wish to be considered as advocat
ing & class education, which I do not ap
prove of. but I must say that [ think for a
lad who is going to enter the Army, so much
Latin and Greek and so little Fronch and
German is nota good thing: indeed { am
daring enough to think Greek unnecessary
altogother,

‘Then, again, about geography? This
study is much "neglected, and, it is of im-
portance to civilian as much as soldier, It
1sa well known fuct that a great many peu
ple who ought to know better have o very
mild idea of geography beyond Europe, and
even of that they probably oaly know the
principal towns. Lheir knowledge of the
geography of the rest of the world depenlds
on having some relation in the Army or
Navy. or some friend who travels and writes
to them from some colony or country beyond
the sea, I have heard people actually argue
that Damerara was an island, and one of the
West Indies ; also that Bermuda was a West
Indian island ¢

Some yoars ago a member of our upper
House of Legislature gravely informed the
house that there was a good coach roud bo
tween Launceston, in Van Diem.n's Lol
and Mobourne.

(To be continued.)

Tho Northern Pacific Railway is now vir
tually completed across the State of Min.
nesoto~255 miles. A schedule of regular
trains is now being arranged for the com
pleted scction. Early in Uctober contracts
wore lot for the construotion of the Dakota
Division, extending 200 miles westward from
tho crossing of the Red River to tho crossing
of tho Missouri in Central Dakots. A large
forcois now employed on this division,
which is to bo finished by the first day of
July, 1872. In the meantime a section of
sixty-five miles is under construction be.
twoen the Celumbia River and Puget Sound
in Washiogton Territory where track laying
is progressing.



