
Mie Presbytex
sublime denunciation ef wrong, or plaaded, ini courts
of jus;tice, tho cases of their clients, or (ram the pulpit
thrillee great congregations with the story of thxe
Savaour's Cross. la short, the haiman tangue is a
symbol cf the omnipotence cf God.

But, on the other hand, this samne organ cf speech
bas wraught in the earth incalculable mriscliief.
Knowing samething of its diabolic nature whea swayed
by sina, the Apostie James declares that it bas been
cf tan infiamed by the fires cf hall. Undpr the direction
of right impulsas, capable of the highest blessing, when
that governmcnt is withdrawn, it becemes a pestileat
andi unprinciplad fienti. Taking up stili anether figure,
hoe termis il a reptile wvÀth virus an its fangs. Mca
might tame aIl kinds of beasts and birds and serpents,
but Iltho tangue," ho adds, <l'ne man can lame. It is
an unruly ovil, full of deadly poison."

The Apostle's arraigniment of the toaigu,ý was
calleti forth because of the times ia which hae liveti.
Thare were men andi women ia thal rage wbo gave
wrong exarcise la their tanguas. His relerence seems
te be coacerning sianderers, those whe uîîered malici-
ausly faIse reports of athers with the intention cf
injuring character cr reputation.

How apt andi forcible the description of such
persons 1 The werld had ne need for that class cf
peeple. They were excoriaîed excrescences uapoa the
bodyof Society. Tbey were giftcd with the poer ta
produce the very worst cf trouble. Borrowing bais ides
probably fromn this source, Shakespeare, speaking of
tbe uaiversaliîy of such uatterance, says:

Whoso e l allpter ibm, the. zword;

Oaftvenorna .11 the .arg.a .f Nile,
Whose breatb

Rides on the. iostlfng wiaîdi, and dciii belie
Ail cornera of the world, kiniza, queena andi ataitea,
Maida, matrons-na>' the secrets of the grave
This viperoiis elander entema"

There is a fable of an aid cracked bail that bung far
up in the tewer of a build'ng, andi itsJ~apper bitterly
complained cf its inability la utter harmoniaus sounds.
Whenever the iran tangue was maveti, the metaI spoke
ta the inhabitants cf the village belaw ia tones cf
discord. The stery gees that the spirit cf Diogonas
one day fioated thraugli the belfry, andi paused ta fiston
te the clapper's censure, and rebuketi is grumbling.
Saiti the ghosî cf the philosopher : "4Thou art thyself
te blame. for, ia the first place, il was by trace that the
bell was breken, and in the secend place, if theu hadst
kept sulent abeut the matter, no aile ivauld have known
it." The application is plain. We should be careful
of harming aur fellowmen by our words, andi bc
guardeti in pubiishing ths-ir fauls.

But aboya aIl, we shoulti beware of having an
untamable tangue withia the berne circle. Husbands
and wives who have promised te loea, honor anti
cherish each other, until the partinpr of death, shouiti
b. slow te anger, and brothers andi sasters shoulti
refrain (rom taunts, anti every farmn cf speech that
irritates and sets up inflammation. At the fireside cf
<lie famiy, if newhere aise, sheulti peace breood and
sang.

0, these arrow words that s0 aften nre sprung
(rom the bow cf passion in ai aur bernes f Hew they
speadily find their mark 1 WVhat terrible wounds tbey
inflict 1 Wbat disruptions they cause 1 Someatimes a
single word, whicb ils author wisheti ceult be recaileti
the moment il shot (rom thç tangue, bas led te sapara.
tiens bayenti repair, or decency preveating that, bas
extinguisheti upon the hearthstoneocf the heart the iast
embar cf affection, anti Iit thare the chili cf indifleraince.

Ycu hava read, perhaps, the fairy tale cf the two,
sisters, ana cf whom when she spoke let faIl (rom lier
tengue toatis and serpents. This was wrougbt upoal
ber because it suited her disposition. The other girl
when she spe!ce drepped fromr bier tongue pearîs andi
diamontis. This fitted lier genial temper, andi was
bestowed upon baer as a gift Sa in aur berne life we
can b. hateful anti repulsive in utterance, or emplay
jewei farmns af speech which shall bc the expression cf
9. Christian seul within. May the Lord grant ta ail
any readers a longue that shaîl always b. à blassing,
andi whose vibrations, in bis service, shaU anake music
for atterraity 1
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ACTION AND REAOTION IN REIOIOUS THOUGHT.

REV. THOMAS CIIALMERS MARSHIALL.
(lit the Presbyteric:ni Alesset:ger.)

-The March number of the lSxpositor (London) con-
tains a nateworthy article entaîlcd - jesus, Our
Supramo Teacher," frorn the pan of the Rt±v. Johin
Watson D.D., (tan Maclaren). The style as maaaked
by that exceptional beauty and force whicli have miade
the writer lamous. A sense of dasbappointment, liow.
ever, steals over the reader as the trenu of the argument
becames apparent ta bamn. What scems at farât only a
tialely cxposatian of the dangers of tradationalasmi,
resolves itself into an attack upan creeds. For articles
of faith Dr. Watson wauld bubstitute Il the wvords of
Iloly Scripture; I' but not ail ci Ohent we discover,
oanly the wcrds &t jesus ; not ail of theni in tact, only
bis more elrmentary taaching in the Sermon on the
Mount. The sermon, hesays, Il vas Chirast'a manifesta
and the constitution of Cliristianity." Il Ve all must
know mnny persaons who would pass as good Chrastians
by the serruun and bc cast out by the creeds, and naany
ta whom the creeds arc a broad way and the sermon is
a vcry strait gate." IlWas a flan satiblied waîh thas
type, and would hoe aim at it an hîs own lige P? Would
hie put fais name ta the Sermon on the Mlount and place
himrself under Jesus' charge far its accomplishment P
Then ha wvas a Chrastian accordîng ta the conditions
laid dlown by Jebus in the fresh daybreak of His
-eligian." -There is neevadence that He alteredtte
:enstitution of His kingdom esuber by imposing fresh
conditions or amitting the aid." As a sufficierat creed
based upon bis conception ai the Sermon on the Mount,
the writer suggests the fallowing summary : I6
beliave in the Fatherhoad of God; 1 believe in the
wards of Jesus ; 1 believe in the dlean heart; I believe
in the servace af lave; 1 believe in the unwvorlully lie;
I promise ta t:ust God and lolloiv Christ, ta forgave
my enemies and ta seek after trie raghtcousness cf
Goti." « "Who would rea use ta sagn Ibis creed ?' "he
triumlihantly abks. Who wauld andeed ? H-e could
flot more succinctly have expreb.sed ats defects. WC
find in it the ideal of lige, bùt na way ta attain the
ideal ; nothing cf guilt, cf pardon, cf the Cross, of the
divinity cf Chribt, of the Spirat ci God Faith is
delicately defincd as truhting God andi jollowaing Christ.
Surcly ne reapectable petsuon, Uniturian or Meham-
niedan, would wuthhold lais signature.

The article in the Exposilor as wvorthy cf attention
fromn the fact that Dr. Watbon s as by ne means a
sparadic case. He represents a schaal et Chribtian
thaught, whcse disciples are makang the air ring.
IlChristianity net a creed but a lifc," is their wvatch.
word. Thear %varia emphasis cf holiness as the
supreme end cf exibtence and their v.gP-eous plea fer
the enthronement cf Chribt ini the laves ai Hîs followers,
awake a cordial respense in the heart af every sancere
Christian. But it as impossible net te thank that their
position is extreme; that they are an a reactianary
state, chafiiâg under a yoke wNhobe galling as aggrayiîtd,
by their i aia nervous unrest Were their ataack only
upon elaborately formulateti creeds, their aim cnly ta
restoe pure New Testament faith, the Church niîght
hear themn with ativantage. But. an rcality, the object
of their assault is net so much the creed as the defluaite,
intelligent faith which it expresses. H-owever naucb
we may admire the earnestness cf these men andi
sympathize with thrir protest agaanst a Christianity
divorceti fromn Christlike conduct, we cannai avoiti
feeling semae misgivings as te t)ie ultimate effect of
their teachîngs. Wall the resuit cf ilacîr zeal be
unmixed gain ta the cause of religion ? Would net
their influence be vastly better il thear views wcre
more cu.mprehensive ? Wif i they net brîng inte the
Church greater evals than those which they seek ta
expelP

The invasion af the Church by that which must be
regarded as "la différent gospel," cails for wise andi
carnest action an the part of the Christian ministry.
To us has been cermmîtted 41the word ai reconciliation,"
anti we cannot be indiftcrent as te the secursty ai our
trust. If we are prudent, we wîll net canvert aur
pulpits iet arenas fer the slaying of theoicagical
oappencants. Ina dealing with a type cf Christianity


