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Higher Oriticism—its Dangers
and Beneflts.

NOTES OF AN ADDREsSs DELIVRRED BY REV. O.
M. MILLIUAN BEFURE TIHE TORON IV
MININTPEIAL ARSOCJATION

LITERATURY 18 80 vtitcomo of man a natury
Springiug from such a source 1t must have
reat principles and lawa charscteriang tt
n other words, thoro must be a scionce of
litorature.

This science involves a knowledge of tho
socsal, pohitical, relygious and tntelicctual
condition of the people under winch tho
lturature of the nople wo aro cepecially
studying arise. \Wo oannot understand
s fteraturo  without an acquamtaunco
with the genius of its people, their stago
of moral and other forms of progress or rutro-
gression, thetr geograplucal condition, thewr
pursuits, thar custoins, thar neyghbours, w
short, all that pertams to ther auner
character, environment, aud history. Later-
atute, wo have said, bemg an outcomo of
man’s nature has its laws.  Rehigron, when
truce, gives us man m s most normal state.
Its hiterature, therefore, wili be the highest,
and it pansesses its laws as uell as any other ;
for tho Spucit ot God 18 & Sjunat of order.

Ia dealiug with lhiterature there are two
things to scitlo—ita test and its subyect
matter. The former 1s toxtusl cnticism ; the
latter is literary. By the first wo strive to
havo put in the most corre~t shape tho
literature wo are to exawiine. This determia.
od, wo proceed to study )ts subject matter
which is a higher elentcnt than tho mere toxt
of a literature. This is Higler Criticism,
Higher Oritietsin 1s sumpty hiterary enticism,
It deals wath the aun, plan aud working out
of a piece of lterature. It tries to gather
into its conceptions tho social. moral, in.
1olloctual, industrial, cowmmorcial, and ro-
ligious cloments pertainiug to tho literaturo
of which it is cudoavouring to form an
adequato judgment.

The true critic guards agaiust all pro-
suppositions which mght vitiato his work,
whether these may come from tho traditions
of tho past or tho crade anticipations of the
future.  There is a conecrvative and radical
bias of mind cach to serutivizo least it hinder
the work of hiterary or Righer Criticisin.

Let it Le remembered that the dogmatic
conteuts of a hiterature is onotlting; itsliterary
characteristics and forination another.

Two tuen may be as wide assunder as tho
poles in rcligions belief awd yet bo of one
mind regarding foatures and formation of the
Scriptures as s literature. Understand whatit
coutsins for our ccification.

Tu ono acnso Biblical literary criticism is no
new study, andin another itis, at least in our
own theological schools.  Until lately
excgetics, apologetics and systematic theology
hiavo occupied the field to the exclusion of
Biblical theology.  And yet exegetics has no
proper fruition anleas it altimates in Bibiical
theology ; whilst on the other hand syatematio
thonlogy snpplies us only with the truths of
Biblical theology in an abstract, lifeless,
logical fashion. The missing link betwoen
exegetics and systematic theology is Biblical
hoology or Higher Criticism. This link _is
only leginning to be supplied in onr theo-
logeal collegen

This branch of learning has its dsngers hike
every other.

The Jangers of all are certain  prosupposi-
tions, philosophical or theological — Craticism,
shoald aim toarrive at judgments acconding
to truth and not prejudize.  Criticisin must
10t be the slave of any epinion, bat the guido
to conduct to the correet apprehension of tho
ileas contained n any lhiteratare swhich wo
make the subject of study

Thervaro two impartant clementsin Biblical
literary critacisms,  Theso are tha philological
aad hiastorical.  Tho lhivtorical has risen into
£t [roniinence in the lattar haif of this
century. Previons to that time the philologi-
cal ovnpied the lace of prominence.

The great hattle gronnd of Righer Criticdiam
are the Pentateuch and the Book of Joshua.
All these arc kuown as the Hexatench.

The lattle began here in 1753, when a
Freuch physician, Astrue, patilished & ok at
Bressels on the odginal memoirs which
Mosos used iu componing tho Look of Gonesis,
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The Presbyterian Reyiew.

o saw twq documents in Genosia and as far
as Exodus vi, 2. 1n 1779 Eichorn saw othor
peculnnlies in the two documents of Astruo.
Tho author also spaaks of Elohim, says God
terested ;' hie speaks of ¢ beasts of the field,”
otc., whero the Jahvist uses tho word made
or formed, *‘Least of the field.”, Eichorn
made 2 list of the names peculiar to tho
Jahvist and to tho author who uses the word
Elohsa and divided Genesis amd the fiest two
chaptors of Exodus botween the two docu-
mants.  In 1805 Do Wetto drow attontion to
the pecular stylo and charactor of Deutora.
nomy. In 1622 Bleck showod that the work
of Joshua is the natural continuation of the
Instory which begau in Genesis,

Ewald 1n 15831 traced tho oxisteuco of tho
Elohistic and Jahyistic documents through tho
whole of tho Hexateuch,

Tho discovery of tho composite character of -
Genesis first gave riso to tho idea that Genesis
was niade of several fraginents united to-
solhcr. This idea—tho fragu:ontary theogy—

id away with tho unity of the Book. Thero
may be umty of plan and dwersity of origin
in the doctuments comprisinga ook or books.

The writing using the word Elohim dowa to
Exodus vi, 2 has been mado tho basis of tho
Hexateuch, It gives * a short dry history of
the patriarchs, furmshing an eclaborate
chronology, noting tho progress ot rovolation
and giving with great fulness tho Mosiac law
delivered ag Sinat.”

Tho unity of the Hexatcuch was put
prominently forward by Stahelin in 1830 and
afterwards by Eswald and Tuck.

Tuck called the document the Fundamental
Writing ; Ewald, tho Book of Origins;
Schrader, the Aunalistic Writer ; Wellhausen,
tho Book of the Four Covenants, (covenants
with Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses);
Kuenen, the Priestly Code. It and it alono "
gives an olaborato system of ritusl legislation.

After tho unity of the Hexateuch was
s:ttled it was supposed Jahvist sections added
to supploment tho narrative of tho priestly
writer. This was Stahelin’s view put fort
in 1830. Mr. Milligan then traced tho courso
of thought giving tho vicws of Haflield and
others and roverting to early times said that
the Gnostics and Nanicheans had rejected the
Tentatcuch as Mosaic, quotiug Issac Ben
Jasue, of the 11th century and Rabbi Eben
Ezra in tho12th century. x"ly‘he view of Spinozs,
aud of Dr. Geddes were dealt with and thena
loarned referende was made to the modern
German schools, and thoe paper was conclyded
by a scries of practicsl deductions from'the
data compiled.

The Church Abroad.

LrcaL summonses have been
served on Rev, Mesars. Mac-
donald, of Shicldaig, and Mac.
farlane, of Raasay, and scvera! cldens at
Kiltinnan,? Argyllshire, to compel them to
vicld up the respective churches aud other
uildings.

Lorp MoUNTSTEPHEN has presented a
silver sorvice of communion plate to Cab-
rach church.

A STAINED-QLASS window is to be crected
in St. Michacl's, Criefl, by the kirk scssion
as a memorial of Priucipal Conningham.

Tax death occurred in Glaszow on 17th
ult, of Rev. James Kceith Duncan, M. A,
retired minister of the South parizh, Aber
deen.

Tug invitation to Rov. G. H. C. Mac.
gregor, of Abendesn, to tho pastorate of the
Avenace church, Chicago (Mr. Moodio's), is
not likely to be acceptod.

AT a private_conference in Glasgow of
members of tho Free and United Presbyter.
ian churchas under tho anspices of the fn
mcn's leagac, it was agroed to hold a poblic
meeting in tho city soon, to be addressad by
loading men connoctod with all tho churches.

Thx awount naised for the endowment of
Shawlands church is £2,150. Before a quoad
sacra parish can be formed £1,000 more must
be got.  Last year'sincomowas £330. The
atipend is €128, but Homo Mission snd Fer-
gused Bequest grauts bring tho minister’s
incomo up to L1563

Scotlnnd.

Rev. Jontx Turrocit, M. A., sonior minister
of 8t. Stophen's church, Perth, died on the
17th wit, in Loudon, where hohad boen resid-
ing for ten years. After a short miuistry at
Logicrait ho was sottled iu Porth in 1856, a
timo whon the quastion of continuing s Gaolic
sorvico was troubling tho congregation. B!
hiz cffocta tho watter was amntcably scttlod.
To his exertions also tho new church was
largoly due. Doccased had voached his 81st
yoar.

RecisTLY Dr. John G Paton, the emin-
ent missionary, gave an account of thetrials
and triumphs of Christian work in the New
Hobridcs, to a congregation which crowded
tho largo Bute Hall of Glasgow University.
Principal Caird conducted the proliminary
sorvices, and many professors wero in the
congregation. ‘The venerable missionary
spoko with extromo simplicity and intense
power. His sketch of tho peoole when he
tirst knew them—their nakedness, cannibal.
ism, iofanticide, and othar nameless crimes
—followed by his descrintion of what they
have becomno through their conversion to
Christianity, were listened to with keenand
occasionally almost breathless interost. Such
an address to such a congregetion must pro-
duce incaleulable and remaining good. Be-
fore concluding, Dr. Paton remarked upon
the changes which havo taken placo in tho
univorsity since his student days. Of all
the professors of bis time Lord Kelvin alono
remains.

Fovrowixa the examplo of the

England. Sabbath Schoo) Union,the Synod
of the English Presbyterian

Church has instituted written oxeminations
for the children in its Sabbath schools. Tho
exasinations, which aro conducted by a de-
artment, at the head of which is tho Rev.

. Macphail, of Liverpool, took place on
Saturday last. Judging by the questions
which wo have scen, a high degree of intelli-

ence is expected from the scholars. This
is in accordance with the %est traditions of
Pre.byterianism, .

Tie Presbytery of Birmingham held a-
conference of its mcembers recently on the
%ucstion of personal xcligion. Mr., W
“wivg, B.D., named as ministers’ dangers,
professionalism, unnaturelocss in tone and
speech, commorplace, laziness, self-centred
thonght, dignity and respectability, de-
spondency, cte.

YT another minister of the English Pres-
byterian Church has been invited to roturn
to service north of the Tweed. Itis not yst
four years sinco tho Rov, Archibald 2.
Marshall left a charge in the United Pres.
byterian Church to enter upon ministérial
duties at Ellison strect, Jarvow, and now he
has been “called to undertake tho pastorate
of tho-New Ubited Presbyterian congrega-
tion at Callander, in the Presbytery OF Stir-
ling. Tho congregation at Ellison street
has a Iarge membership, but most English
charges aro trying. and it will not be sur-
prising if Mr. Marshalt clects to go Northat
the n;:cting of Newecastlo Presbytery noxt
mont

**QuitE a novel and excit-
ing scene_oocurred at Siloh
Chapel, Llanclly, the other
day,” says tho South ¥Wales Daily Fost.
* Siloh for ycars has been crushed by a load
of debt. Threo lady members nundertook o
wipoit ofl. And the work was dono by the
tima tbat the C. M. monthly moecting wae
held thererecently. At onoof the mectings
Mrs, Evans, Llangenech Park ; Mrs. Evans,
Vaughan street, and Mrs. Herbert, Avenus
villa, were seen to sail into tho *“ set fawr. -
A pilc of promissory “ notes” for £1,253
10s. 4. were placed in a convenient place.
The throcladieslighted eachalacifer match,
and aps}icd it to tho docnrents, the smoko
of which went upas the smoke of & bamt
offering to the Lord.”

Donixe the past fourteen
United Statos. months tho congregation

at Oakland, lllinois, has
taken on renewed strength. Tho momber-
ship has been doubled and quickened spirit-
ually. The pastor of this church for the
above spocified time. who also continues his
rclationship, is Rev. W. 0. Wallace, a
former Canadian.

Walos.




