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ToRONTO-B3OND STREET. RESIGNA-
TION 0F TIEF REV. Y~. H. MARiMNG.-
Many of our readers wili regyret to lcarn
that on Sunday morning, November 7tli,
the Rev. Mr. Marling, who has so long,
and ably filled the pulpit of the Bond
Street Congregrational Church, intimated
hie intention of resigning hie present
charge at the end of Novexnber, with a
view to accepting the call of the Four-
teentli street iPresbyterian Churcli in
New York. The announcement, though
not altogether unexpected byq-ome of the
congregation, took most of the members
by surprise, and caused no littie agita-
tion and sorrow.

A special meeting of the (ihurch to
consider the matter was called on Mon-
day evening, on which occasion there
was a very large attendance of the niemn-
bers. The Rev. IVir. Marling presentcd
hie resig-nation -with visible emotion, as-
suring the Church that tlue idea of change
was not cntertained by him on account
of any difficulty with its members or offi-
cers, as entire harmony prevailed be-
tween himieif and them, Hle had not
soughit the change, and the cail did not
presont any worldly consîderations that
mniglit influence him to accept it ; but
the longer aud the more closely hie hiad
looked into the matter, the more he wvas
convinced that lie ought not to decline it.

Mr. Marling then retircd, to allowv the
Churcli to consider the question of their
acceptance of hie resignation. It was
then resolved by a rising vote that the
IPastor be requestcd to reconsider the
matter, and to withdraw hie resignation,
and a deputation was appointed to wait
on himi to enforce personally their re-
quet. After an hom9s interview, how-
ever, the deputation returned, reporting
that tliey had not succceded in changingZ
the IPastor's purpose, but that lie feit the
urgency of the appeal was sucli that lie

could not dismies it %vithout f urthier con-
sideration, and that lie would give tliem
hie final decision on Wedinesclay.

On Wednesday eveningy the Church
again met, and Mr. Marliiig, feceling lin-
able to be present, sent a coinmniica-
tion to be read to the Churcli, ini wrhich
lie announccd hie fûoriiner 'decision as
final and irrevocable, and the Church
wvas therefore compeli cc sorrowfully to
accept hie resi gnation, w~hip1u they did in
the following, terme

RBesolved-" 'I'iat this Chutrch, having,
learned with dleep regret thiat ail efforts
to change the Pastor's inid have proved
ineffectual, and that lie stili adheres to
hie purpose to relinquish hie present
charge,in the conviction that the Lord
has called him to another ephiere of la-
bour which seemes to him to offer a great-
cr prospect of usefulnese, sorrowfully
y iclds to hie wishi and accepte hie resig-
nation, saying,' The will of the Lord be
donc.'" Z

Mr. Marling's removal froiu Toronto
wvill be inucli felt in many quarters, and
hie place will be very difficult co fill. De
lias for twenty-crne years occupied a pro-
minent position in connection with most
of our religious and benevolent socicties,
and cspecially in connection with our
Provincial Sunday Sohool Association.
His removal wvi1l also be dceply felt by
the Congregational deniomination, of
which lielias been so bright an ornament.
For aithougli the acceptance of the cal
of a Preebyterianl Cliurch ini the UJnited
States doce not involve cither sacrifice
or change of principle on hie part, mnas-
much as Congregational and Presbyte-
rian mninisters frequently pase to and fro
in the way in which Mr. Marling is do-
ing, yet, so far as Canada is concerned,
hie loss ivili be j uet as great as if he iiad
jomned another body.

We are quite sure, howevcr, that


