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anci Urbain çet to work to ovcrcomoc the dcfccts, and in
course or tiîne the proc-ýss was said to ho perfcct, and the
resuts ail that couid bo desired. A spinining iiii, situatc
at Louviers, near Roucn, wvas acquircd, in wvhich appli.
ances were put down for prcparing the liber according to
ti'' process just describL'd. Thore wvas already mnachin±ry
in the building suitabic for spinning the liber inta yarns,
capaleofan otpu)t ol abot 10 tons pcr veck. I tistunneces.
sary to describo tlie arrangement of tho %vorks, beyond
stattng that thcre werc twa main bilidings,eoach of two
stories, and cach about 130 (cet long by 30 ect wvide. One
containcd the cardîng and spinning niachinery. and the other
wlîat miay bc ternied the converting plant. On the grotind
floor of tlîe latter wvas the stcanm digester or kicr, wvlich %vas
8 fect higli by 6 feet in diamieter, and capable of containing
about hall a ton of dry ribbons. Besides this, there wcre
wasluing tank<s and large circular vats for the treatilient of
tho iber alter it lef tie digester.

Thelî authur visitcd these wvorks tlîree tîrnes during
the Years 1994-5. and1 althoughi ticre %vere some slight
variations in the treatiiient, thc principle foilowed wvas in
ail r.ases the sanie. Upon the occasion of the author's
last visit, the ribbons containing the fiber were first
placet] in the digester, and boiled b>' steain heat under
pressur-i with froin 8 ta 15 per cent. of caustic; soda,
according to the nature of tho rhea. Alter bcing boilcd for
[trii threc ta four, or aven rive bours, a browvn liquor
rcsutotd, whichi was drawn off, and the ribbons wvere
transferrcd to a tank of cold water, wvhec they undcrwent
a thoroughi wasiîing. They werc thlen subjected ta anot ber
boiling with a reduced quantity of cauistic soda, alter
whiclî the resulting tîbrous miass wvas subhmittcd ta sapon.
aceous treatmoent. The liber, now fuiiy deveioped and
known as filasse, wvas thcn washed in pure cold water, and
thcn placed in a slzghbly acidulated bath. Another wash.
ing in cold wvatcr coînpleted the praccss, and the fiber wvas
then rcady for tho spiner. The most important factor in
ttha success of the Fremy-Urbain process was said to be the
saponaccous treatmnent, wvhicli may bc rcgarded as the
crowning icature af thce whole. IJpon the author's second
visit ta th(< works, chiorine was used in the preparation of
the fiber suibscqtuently ta the cauistic soda treatmnent. This
agent hiad ta bcecnploycd in consequence of the difficulty
of getting rid of the chiorophyli or coloring inatter of the
plants. On the authorfs third and last visit, Professor
Fre:ny stated tlîat hoe had long been of opinion that
the use of cbiorîe wvas prejudiciai ta the fiber, and that
hieliid endeavored to supersede it by soine innocuous
agent. Such an agent he had thon recently disc.overed,
and saponuîi.abaun wab subbtituted by hini for the chiorine
process. Hiy thîs nieans the professor appeared to have
eliiiînated tromi the 'Frerny-Urbain process the last element
ai uncertainty, and the Iast chance af possible danger ta
the iber.

The author sawv several charges af ribbons treatcd by
this 1process, and sortie af the resulting filasse put throughi
the miiii and warked up intu yarnis. Upon lus last Visit ai
inspection the autlior sent a srnall baie of the liber to the
late Sir Jaseph Lee, of the firui of Tootal, Broadhurst,

Lae & Ca., of Manchester, Sir jaseph being an autbority
uipon libers, and hiaving upon anc occasion accompanicd tire
author to Louviers. Sir joseph took a great intercst in
thc Freiliy- Urbain îpracess, and his abject wvas ta have the
libers spun into yarni in anc ai bis own milîs. Sir Jascph's
viîews and opinions are best given by the £ollowving letter
wvli hoe wrote ta the authar acknowlcdging the reccipt of
the fiber :

56 Moseley Street,
Manchiester, March 18, 1885.

Mvy DnAit SiR,-I than< you for your lettor af the 16th
inst., and also for tire samiples af raniie in the variaus
stages of developinent. The change in the Fromy pracess
is undoubtedly a groat gain in the cleansing of the liber.
From whlat 1 sec, the probleni.of making the ramnie a com-
iniercial article is solvcd. The important question ai pro
ducing yarn from tire filasse is yet unsolved-that is ta
say, the machinery for cottan, flax, or wvool cannot be
empiayed an ramie in an cnomical and consequetîtly a
profitable mariner. \Ve have to look ta the niechanical
canstructar ta pravide nîachinery for its trcatment. As I
have said elsewhere, vast sums have beon squandcred in
tho attempt ta produce yarn by maclîinery quite unsuited
for tire purpase. An appeal must now be muade ta inventars
to take the thing in band. Ni. Favier's apener*-iroin the
small sample sent me-will not fili the roquirement. Tire
svhale process af spinning mnust bo studied so, that the
wvaste :tt present made is minimized. Any5 iurthor
information I obtain 1 will lot yaui have fram time ta time.

1 amn, yours most truly, J.C. LszB.
P. F. Nursey, Esq.

(To be contiied.)

BETTER GOODS.

Thore is a marked tendency towards an increascd
demand for botter goods, the result no doubt af the
increasing prasperity ai the last year and a hall. This
domand is not oniy for gaods ai limer finish and appear.
ance as mnighit have been expectod iromn the cry for cheap.
mess, but is aiso for quaiity, durabiiity and iastness ai
color. We oiten hear shioppers in retail stores complain
that they cannat secure goods wvhich have the wvear or
appearance ai twvemty yoars ago. Such complaints are
having an effect nu the market, and sooner ar later wve wvill
have a revoit against the low-grade gords wbich sorte
firmns are producing. It is stated that the departmeutal
stores af Ncwv York are mou' falling behind the single-
lino bouses because the public has gat cheapness insepar.
ably associatcd in its mind wvith the departmental store,
and when preparcd ta pay a good price for an article goes
ta a boause which it has been accustomed ta look upan
as dear, perhaps, but reliable as regards quality. l'he
sanio tendency is at work in Taronto, and znany instances
miglht bo given.

There are ait Ieast a dazen wvaolen milis in Canada
ivhich ive could nme wvhicb wve have every reasari ta
believe have yot ta work their first pauud ai shoddy. Per.

*This refert to an lrnprovrd detali Ini spinninc miachincty tnvcnted by M.
Fa,-àcr. ne ~1t Si M. Favier Who invecoîed the <lecorlticung aystens Iomrri
decribrd.


