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this country, and consequently avgwent. the demand for the
needed steo) and irvon, there can be no manner of doubt.
SCOTCH STREL AND AMERICAN ERIDGE CONTRACTORS.
Seatch mild steal makers have a lot of work to avertake
before they come to astand: il For example, Mecos, Calville
& Sous, Motherwell, hive i order for some 400 tons of plates,
angles. baes, &e, for the eailway bridge worl which Messes
Avrol & Co., of Glasgow, bave to execute for Australia, on
account of the Aunericit contractors, and it s stated that the
Steel Company of Scotlad have also a gquautity of steel to be
winde for the same bridge.  One or two of the steel firms are,
however, working from hand to mouth, the orders heing sofew,
The price for steel ship platesis L8 5x por ton, but it is seivesty
possible to et it.  Best hotler plates are about £6 lis per ton
A RATLWAY CAR MADE OF STEEL AND PAPER.
Tur Chathern Plenct describes at Tength i new raibway ear,
the invention of n Canadian master ear builder, Me L. L.
Wilson. A track has been dosigned and patent applied for,
The ear truck frame will be constructed entively of valled
chatnel steel, pinted as in the ear frame.  Every prat s uni-
form in size, and interchangeable, and no woold used in its
construction whatsoever.  All bolts used in the truck frune
ave of one fength and dinmeter. 1t will be seen at onee that
only belts of ane size wili be required to be kept ar any stations
for repaivs, and in ense of @ breakage or collision the parts
damaged can be supplied by the simple use of & weeneh withour,
removing the truck to a repaie shop.  The advantages 0 he
derived over the old pattern are that there is a lighter, stronger,
more durable and less expensive truck,  We may state here
that the car and truck in question have been adopted for use
on the contemplated underground vailway in New York., The
same inventor. Mr. ‘T, L. Wilson, not long ago invented and
patented A SAFETY TRUCK LOCK, designed to prevent fruns from
leaving the track while in awotion, through broken rails, open
switches, or other causes. Tlos invention is very simple in
contrivance, and is attached to the main bolster of the teuek
and extending up and past the main bolster of the car, and can
be placed on any car at a very small expense. It las been
tested on every wmilroad in Canadey the trials heing successful
in every case aund witnessed aud certitied to by all the chief
ofticials. Trains, with the inventor and traianen on board,
were run at the rate of 20 to 30 miles an hour int. apen
switches and along tracks with rails displzced, without leaving
the teack or receiving injury, which weuld have been suwidal
under other civcumstances. A cotupny with  subseribed
capital of hetween §200,000 and £300,000, has been formed in
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busedd upon the statistics for the first half year, and upon
orders placed for the futnee, together with requirements knowy,
1o be in the market. It appears that never before have w.
made 50 ktege 1 quantity of Bessemer steel in six months us
during the tirst half of this year, and the half year's production
of Bessemer steel rals has only once been exceeded—-in 1852,
{t is true, morcover, that never before has our country produced
so much pig iron, in the sane time, as during the tirst six montl,.
of 1886, and thay, prior to 1879, no whele year's total of pig o
production reaches the aggregate of the first half of this yeu,

These facts ave most signiticant.  The iron and steel trad.
has long been closely watched, «s o barometer of general com.
mereinl conditionz.  With thisenormaus interest active,we ate
taught by past exericies, that the whole commercial fabrie of
our nation must be also active,  No better sign of the tines
has beon wanted than that which tells us that ivon and steel
interests ave husv. We cean let this sign tell its story now,
with the supporting facts that the clearing house returns e
continuing to indicate inereased volumes of business as com
pared with last year, that raileoad earnings continue to grow
larger, and that from nearly all sources come reports of a meast
decidodly better feeling in trade cirdes.  We are evidentiy
entering upon a perivd of Lona fide renewal of « good tinwes.”
If we ean conservatively engoy these bettered trade conditions
aned avoid the danger of the hazardous, but seductive, “ hoan.
ing " spirit we will all be enabled to roll up comfortabi
ances by the close of 1887,

THE BESSEMER COMBINATION,

(Awmerican Mwowfacturer.

A vEMR ago the 12th of last month the Bessemer sterl nil
wanufacturers of the United States entered into a combina.
tion, having as its object the regulation of the output of mils,
to the end that there might be a stop put to overproduction and
the consequent ruinous competition and prices,  This combin
tion was entered upon with a great deal of doubt as to it~ ulu
mate outcome.  While there was a nominal agreement, it was
well understood by those present that the assent of certam
mills was a conditional one, and if the state of the market «nd
of demand justified them, they would not feel themselves il

The result of the combination, however, has heen fur nwre
beneficial to the rail manufacturers than even the most sanne
dared hope. A maximum of production for 18¥35.6 was live!.
but so great has been the demand that this, by authority of the
Exccutive Committee, was extended again and again, unti »
veached nearly double the original tigure.  Prices of mils, net
. withstanding this increase in the limit of production. have

New York to opurate it i.n the United States.  With five-proof | steadily advanced. A year ago they were quoting at 226,090
ears and the safety applinnce the recent disaster on the C. P. 1o 27 ¢ to-day at 334 to 233 at the works. The result of the

R.. by which the fiest through train from the west was burned
by bush fires, would have been avoided.
the wils spreading from the intense heat,
way we mention the trin would have been kept on the tack

until the danger was passed and the cars would not have canght

fire.  Inall probability, in fact we have reasen to believe, that
larzo works will be established in some town or city of Canada,
and the United States, for the construction of cars on this prin-

ciple. Asthere is hut little doubt that they will intime be gene-
rally adopted, x Jarge and thriving industry will result, second

not even to that established by Pullman, of Puthnan ear fame.
PESSEMER STEEL IN THE UNITED STATES.

(Chicaya Reilway forricir. )

That was caused by | turers

combination has been so heneficial to the steel rail manutie.
that at their meceting held at Long Branch

Jquipped in the | recently, at which every railmaking company in the countiy

was representad, it was agreed to continue the association fer
another year, the allotment for the next year being, it is under-
stood, a million tons to start with, but with power in the Ex
cutive Committee to increase this if deemed wise.

The outcome of this combination of Awerican steel rd
manufacturers is in marked contrast t that of the Eurcpeu:
combination. That has gone to picees, and rails have yeul
a price lower than ever known before.  Whereas. unde o
conservative action of the American cowbination, prices
been advanced, and not only has the rail business been proa:
able, but all kinds of jron and steel products have been tond
up by the succeas of the steel rail men in maintaining priees

Tre, Awmerican {ron and Steel :\&ﬂnci:\tinn: which is the winst, It s, of course, understood that the or;;animtiun that met at

excellent authority, ofliciadly aunounces that +* this country will

Tong Branch does not attempt directly to fix prices.  Facn

make more Bessemer steel, more Besseter steed rails and more [ company makes its own price, but the agrecment to restriet

opett hearth steel in 1886 than in any previons year,” and fur.
ther, * that this country will nake mare iy ivon in 1886 than
in any previous year ir ewir histerv.,”  “Chese statements are
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production, wd a faithful adherence to the same enables mand-
facturers to get fair prices, and justifies euch in the beliel that
his prices will not be cut by his fellows,




