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1691, tholigli tîcari;- tlire-foturtlîs as large as MIOntreal,
liad less thaui a tlîird of ils £892 loss, or $210,1 15.

Thiese facts are clearhy instrutctive ixîst tiow. WX7ewithî-
liold stit aitlier comitprisoîts inucli miore uifavora.ble to
aur city.

A ttc-ll Tîîu: pioiblein af liow ta recluce
Prules llte eîuorîioits fire ivaste of the

tu .41e world is, anîd especially Sc Ou

tlîis conîtinîent, gettiuîg ta be n imîportatnt aie. Good
autîlorities estiilate thie uîtîouitt i10w alîîîually paid for
fire loss by tlle iuîstiraiuce coîlipamies thîrotglitt the
wvorhd at about a latiîîudrcd anîd fifty mîillionîs af dollars.
Certain -it is thîat iii thte Unîited States and Canada,(L- atonle
about seveîîîy-five miillionus ivere paici out last year for
fire lasses. Addiîug ta the aggregate aioutit actually
paid by the iîsuîraîce coîuîpaîîis for lossesnîot covercd by
iîîsnratice, anid it wvoild probab)- lie wiîliiii bouîîds to
say Ihat the praperty loss of lte irld auiiuai.lly by ire

.is lot less thlîaî tvo luiidredl iîillioîis of dollars. It is
truc tuaIt itisurt«Iice Capital harIgely recesICý ilis, so rar
as thîe iîudividutai is cauîcernied ; but froîin tlle assets af
tie worlcî it rnust bevrittetîi off as adend loss. Ve are
gkzd ta sec iliat the Govcrîiîîe:.t of thte Unîited States
lias lieded tln.stiggestioaîo Illie Naiaia 'a.r(l ofFi
Unidcrwîitcrs anîd lias, tltrougli its re.preseîitatives
abroad, gatlîered valtiable statistîcs regarding ire loss
aîîd facts.abotît bnilcirgcoistructioni. Ara eot
froni 117 towîîs anîd cilles ]lave liecu rccived froîin
varions couîîîtries, andt Ille inîvestigationî is ta go ou1.
Safer building conîstructionî, rigiclly condîîctcd tire iii-
quesis, aîîd co-iiisurallce ire imîportant factors iii thte
solution of tlle greal probleiu.

Tie WVili,irwa A ]IITTElias takzeî place iii
of î1ir te tariff associationu ai Nova

Exlem. Scotia, accasiolied hîy txe withi-

drawal Of Ilue E1steril ALssuratice Comîpanîy of H-.ilif.lx.
On February 25111, Maîîagiîîg Director Cary iotified
the Associationu af the decision afItlle caîîîpaiiy'!
directors la witlîdravw, atîd stated the prinîcipal reasout
thierefor ta lcie iiicrease ini rates ordered for Hialifas.
aîxd Ille provinîce gcîieraîly by UIl liend mlalngers o
thîe lhritisli cauiîpaîîîs, thte nuature aîid exteuît of wlî!dl
We recelitîy stated iii tese coluiîis. The letter o
witludraa also cauiilaiiis of discotirtesy tt.,wi 1rd tlî<
Easternî anîd cllier Canzadiaiiî coîlpaiis hy thîe 13ritis]
offices, iii deciding witîhout coîisultiîg tic:»l On til
Maveuieiit ta aclvaîce rates,, aîid ilso expresses tli

blihe Illat thîIll rates wliicli obtaiii iii this praviiîce
iîîstead of being %vlolly iiîîadequ.îate,' are, as a rut
quite adtîna-.te ta, the liazard." Bieiviîug tItis, thi
cOmpaîiY refuses, tic hetter says, ta bccoiie a party 1
tlle adic% Of cours lle qutitii of acleqîuacy c
iuîadequacy of rate:s iii a givelu City iiuusî be a xuatîcr
Opinion anîong differenît uuidcrwriters, aîîd it is b
mutîtal exehiasige of opinîions Ihat au agrecîiîeî
appraximately o11 a corrcctMbasis is reachîccî. Wc regar
it as uîîfortunate tUîaî thue Eaistern or ally other con
Party slîould lecd it îiecessary ta withudraw frouut Il
Association, aîîd WC trust tdiat suiî cotisels uvill pr

vail as niay lîarîîîoîize iniatters, and that tlle with-
drawing comipauy uIay be led ta rcconsider its recelt
action.

LIî*GIS:.AT*I0N on tlle questioni
i.hLbIIty of liabulity Ofelzuployers iii Great

lit i sgistl. Britaini is under coîîsidcraticin,
a iniuamire to nîuend tie la-w of x8go, Iiavilig bec» inirn.
duced by Home Secrctary Asquitli, and briefly referred
ta in aur Landon letter. TVie chief points ii tlle pro.
poscd law are, thiat whiere personail inijury is suistaiiiedl
by a workît,'.ii thirouigh negligence of any persan in ihe
service of &tic workiaiu's employer, lie or lus representa
tives slial liave the sanie riglit to icaver as thiougli lie
wvere nlot in ille Service of tlle employer, provided thiat
lie shial liot bie entitled ta conmpenlsation iii any case
whiere lie, the workinau, knew of tie iiegligeîîce or de.
fect whichi causcd his injury and failed, witliout good
excuse, ta give inîformation thiercof ta lu:s enmployer.
The lwalso provides that ally contract wî'hereby a
workinaîî iaives the riglit of compensation uiider the
law sli'll liat, if mnade before tlle riglit accrued, be set
up as a defeuice by the employer. Il is proî'ided, lîoiv-
ever, iluat wlhcre an employer lias coîîtributcd taoa belle-
fit fund for tluetworkîuiat iii -case of injury or deatlt,naild
the latter cliooses ta sute for rccovery of daniage, tiiemu
the employer is Centitited ixîsteadi of th worknuani1 tlt
inuy payable ont of the fund. There are otiier pruvi
sions desigîîcd ta secure ant equitable adjusînuent of the
riglits of bathi parties iii the Elle of the - bave proviîstuins
Itîsuratice againist liability is the enuploycr's best pro
tectioli.

A ul îîa"jr. COxG1FSTIO in any portion of

igau<rr.i. kîiown ta be lia7ardons ta hife,
and ta relquire promipt niedical trcatnîent. Just wliat
congestion is ta thie physicalinuauu tlieclosely crowded
and deuîsely filled buIildinlgs, niany of tlietu :ulnni.-.g
te" and fifieen stories slyward, are ta the physical
saIfetyv Of Our large cities. It is becoming more anîd
nmare :apparent that t:vt-ry City has its conîflagration
luaziird, and that lte core of thlat iluaza.lrd is ini a colu,-

paratively smnall central district. It is there tluat im*
f ueiedr'y 900os stores, furtuiture establishmîents, nitd

i kiuidrcd, counnoditiccs aIl tagethier nîakiuîg up", tracle,",
f coîttribitte Ille rcady fuel to feed a grent fire, no niatter

Swlîat the "'fire-praof" characte:r of thie buildings iinay
i be. These saine stores, wa.reliouses-- and shuop.
e se4-par.ttd froin, cacli othier aud set dow:î inisiî
e cities anîd tawns, could bc insuired !-.fely at less thain

, lial! Ille rate tlat o:zghl to bc chiargcd lenstaiîd-
-,îî iii the large city's cangested district. Thtis fact

e is Strikingly illustrated iii the Standard ar floston

o rccently by 'Mr. a. G. Richards, wvlîo Presenits eveî
wr ycars' statishecs ta shlow tliat the central portion-the
if 1conflagration distict-a-,f Boston lias cost thîe îîîsur*
Y attce coînpaîîies an average. of 90.9 per cent. of the
il preuniunis during tliat period. Duriîg tie saine years
d tie outlyiiig Boston districts have cost tile conîpanlies
'- O111Y 34 per centt. afthe premnjumns. A five-year average
te shOws the toss ratio tai lave be.et over 135 per cîit,
L- for it iicludes the big tire of 1889. Aîîd now, igain,


