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s|3 L‘nd fire engine stations.
12 i::’eable land stations.
€scape stations.
loating stations,
*8¢ land steam fire engines.
fngfn land steam fire engines.
3 :: '"“"h‘ m‘anual fire engines,
. €T six inch manual fire engines.
€ escapes and long scaling ladders.

%ating steam fire engines.
team tugs,
arges,
0se carts,
'S Vag,
? Trollieg,
elegra h )i
7 Tql Ph lines,

lephone lines,
536 :_: 9*19«1’“\. circuits, with 44 call points.
ang Men, including chief officer, second officer, superintendents,
Th all ranks,
‘h::his Brigade have some work to do you may gather from the
i they answered 2376 alarms during 1881, and while 1991 of
g Proved to be actual fires (excluding false alarms and chimneys
Tim,? 167 Tesulted in serious fires and 1824 in slight damage. The
82 ﬂi";ll)' says it is due to the Brigade to admit that not only all the
!eﬁ% bg t fires but even the chimney fires might have all proved
To Ut for the intervention of the Brigade.
loy,; Cases are cited where lives were endangered, and gives the fol-
F C "3mes of men and the actual number of lives they saved:
Pik . ‘Plady, 2; Chas, Tennuci and S. J. Beale, 3 between them; S. J.

‘on”!i- 3 Alfreq Wylde, 2 ; D. J. Rice, 2 ; Thos. Lynch, 2, and John Jack-
©t & bad record for one year.
Yours, etc.,
BriToN.
CORRESPONDENCE.

‘?;)fWe do not hold ourselves responsible for the state-
Correspondents.
Y1) the o, ST. HYACINTHE, QUE., 1s¢ February, 1882,
Dy, ditor of INSURANCE SocieTY, Montreal.
of oot STR,—Thanks for reply in your January number to my inquiry
Y ult, re *“ Metropolitan Mutual Benefit Society of Montreal.”
Bﬁg 8 to legal decisions therein cited, I do not wonder at
Yoo tay o ing condemned,—such a plea !
6\., pr.y ‘the Secretary assures us that it is a part of the contract,”
%ty ,0° Where is that clause to be found ? It must be pinned up
‘qtbcfthe. k of their office door, for it certainly does not appear in
k Ir Constitution and By-laws or application form, nor yet does
o . Sven ‘i‘\ the certificate of membership. On page 3 of a copy
hﬁkgq °“mtution, now before me, it reads: ¢ All the rights,
?ﬁvq d benefits arising out of membership in the Society shall
0

" Mongy, inate and cease for any member who, for a period of
Mg refy from the date of the first notice of any one ¢call to pay,’
Vs gy OT neglected to pay, &<’ Again, in so many words, is

"_epeated on page 6 of same copy ; now then, if a party
1 “itively terminate and cease ”’ to be a member, how can he
"elie,e - legally called upon to pay subsequent assessments?
W ; m ts‘g.-e threatened in order to intimidate the weak victims,
:nllhr:nt Y Instances the dodge proves successful. But in no case
4 P! w“}"“ A suit has been proceeded with where a determination
t:'\t%d t shown by a member. I can produce a case where they
hey ’hecs;‘e & member for about $40 arrears. Rather than go
dld, or af: le‘d 'at the Head Office, hoping to settle cheaper—and
woment, b, telr ‘ jewing” them down to an offer to accept $5 in full
‘::kl not Pto d them they could go to “Old Harry,” and that he
Ceageq toy Ohe cent, From that day he has evidently terminated
Yoy T 30 Tuch 3 member, for he has heard nothing from them since.
". ‘hont “g bas been said in the newspapers, &c., during the past
b d“ﬂ"leg "ave Yard ” and ¢ Death Rattle ” Insurance, it seems to
to any community to permit them an existence. After

all, their existence in our midst cannot so much be wondered at, when
they succeed in borrowing the names of such highly respectable and
prominent gentlemen for Presidents and Directors as those of the
“ Provident Mutual Association of Montreal.” Surely these gentlemen
cannot understand the utter falsity of #his system of Life Insurance
shams.
Fearing I have already trespassed too much on valuable space;
I am, &ux.,
JusTICE,

70 the Editor of INSURANCE SOCIETY.
Newmarket, February 1st, 1882,

DEAR SiR,—Your favor requesting my subscription for INSURANCE
SOCIETY came to hand, and, in reply, allow me to say, that after an
experience of about twenty years as a canvassing fire insurance agent,
T am seriously beginning to think that the greener the agent the better
he is likely to succeed, and where ignorance is bliss it would be the
worst kind of folly to be wise. Of what advantage is it to me that I
know a good risk from a poor one, or at what rate it should be taken
at ?—the Companies will tolerate in 2 green agent what they would never
think of allowing in me : if I take a poor risk, or one at less than
adequate rates I am liable to be told, my experience should have taught
me better,—yet I am expected to get business, and at remunerative
rates, surrounded on all sides by men who know nothing of rates or
of what constitutes a good risk or an inferior one,—and here allow me
to give you a sample.

I was requested to take a risk on a cottage, and according to my
usual practice I called to inspect the premises; failing to find the
chimneys or any trace of them in the room, I asked if the chimneys
came down to the floor ; the answer came, no,—the stovepipe extended
up into the garret and turned into the chimney, out of sight. Of course
I declined the risk. In afew days, however, the risk was taken by
another agent, who pronounced it a splendid nsk, and would always be
glad to get as good; he of course got the risk, the inference being
drawn against me that I was unnecessarily particular or above my
business. While I am willing to admit the advantage of your valuable
paper, I cannot but think that where every third man in the commu-
nity is an insurance agent, broker, or is in some way or other interested
in influencing risks, there is little use aiming at Dbeing wise, where
ignorance affords so much bliss.

THOMAS ATKINSON.
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FIRE LOSS ADJUSTMENTS.
APPRAISEMENTS, ARBITRATIONS.
APPORTIONMENTS.

Surveys and Reports of Special Risks.

RATINGS, REPORTS AND DIAGRAMS

At all Points in the Dominion, by com-
petent and reliable persons.

Address by Letter or Telegram ;

INSURANCE SOCIETY BUREAU,

EXCHANGE BANK CHAMBERS,
MONTREAL.

Toronto address will be given shortly.

N.B.—Gentlemen wishing to act in any of the above capacities, will
please send terms and references.



