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RELIGIOUS RECEPTION,

Interesting Ceremony at Lorvetto Abbey.

On Tuesday morning of last week at
10 o'clock a very interesting ceromony
tooltplace at Loratto Abbey,when soven
postulants recoived thoe religious habit,
Tho chinpol was orowded with epeota-
tors, ono side being reserved for the
pupils, the other for the relations snd
fricnds of those taking part in tho
coromony. At tho appointed time the
young ladies eutered the chapel in
beautiful bridal attire, with veils and
orange blossoms, each was attended
by two littlo maids. who woro
preity frocks of white, pink. blus and
nile green, and who acquitted them.

gelves very gracefully of tho task of
carrying the long tramns. The clergy
followed in procession, his Grace

Arohbishop Walsh, Very Rev. Dz
Kilroy, Strattord, Very Rev. J. J.
McConn, Very Rov. . Manjon, Pro.
vincial of St. Michael’s Collego, Rev.
F. Brennan, C.8.8., Rev. F. Cherrier,
C.S.B., Rev. Fathers Walsh, Cruiso,
Carbery and Coyle of this oity.

When all wero acated his Grace de-
livered a most impressive serme, after
which the usuul ritual was carried out.
The olosing words were very touching
when he told the young ladies, who
were still fair dauglhters of Eve, to go
and divest themselves of their worldly
attire. They walked down the chapel
aisle while an appropriate hymn was
exquimtely sung, and shortly after
returned, wearing tho rehgious habit
and the white vail of the novice. On
the completion of the ceremony, they
received their religious names :

Miss Mary Clifford of Stratford,
became Sister Dolores; Miss Alice
Ede of Manchester, England, Sister
Sebastian; Miss Margaret Singleton
of Montreal, Sister Mercedes; Miss
Mary Chorrier of Hamilton, Sister
Syncleta ; Miss Mary Halloran, do.,
Sister Afechtilda ; Miss RR. J. Gorman
of Douglas, Sister Manurns; Miss
Helen Gallagher of St. Thomas,
Sister Annetto.

Mass was then celebrated by Rov.
Fatlier Coyle, during which the pupils
sang beautiful hymna appropriate to
the month of Mary, and at the con-
clusion, all joined in singing the Te
Deum, tha: bymn of praise and
thanksgiving.

‘The following is the text of his
Grace's germon *

It is customary on ozcasions like
this, my dear Sisters and friends, to
have an instraction, although this
ceremony is sulfficiently instructive,
and full of edification in itself.

Our Blessed Lord came down from
heaven, not only to redecem us from
gin, but to reconcile us to God, and to
show us the road to heaven, by His
words aud instructions. and also by
His example. For that purpese He
became our living model, in order to
render our lives here. agreeable to
Him. He became our model that we
mey imitate and copy Him into our
lives, each according to his or her
vocation. T am the way, the truth,
and the life,” said our Saviour, * they
that follow me, walk not in darkness.”
Under tho old law they had only half
glimpses of the trath, but we who
follow the spirit of the teaching of
Jesus Christ, enjoy the splendor of the
light of the Saviour. relying upon the
words ¢ I am the way, tbe truth and
the life.”” All that wish to bo saved,
must bemadecomformable to theimage
of the Son of God. As in the natural
order we were mede in the imago and
likeness of God, so also in the Chris.
tian order we must bear the image and
likeness of Jesus Chnst 1n our souls:
and according to the words of St.
Paul, we ghould bear that image in our
bodies also.

But thero are some souls who are
called to a more perfect hife here and
to a higher vocation; our lLord be-
came & guido to show such, how they
are to acquiro grace and truth—
growth in holiness, and the full

perfootion of religions life. Now,
supernatural strength is required in
order to onable thom, to face the
struggles that await them, and show
them how to pass straightway, through
tho snaros of our daily existenco
‘Theso young women, who have pro
sented thomselves as novices to-day,
to graduato, as it wore, in preparation
for the full porfeotion of roligious life,
must now enter on o ologser imi-
tation of our Lord, It ia a remarkable
fact, that our Lord Himself woent
through a novitiate, That novitiate
began when 1o was o boy of twelve
years of age, and continued until Iie
emerged from tho *f hidden life,” so
that He spent eighteon years of 1his
life in n long novitiate,

Wo may be well assured that o
fulfilled tho dutics of His novitiato in
a most porfect manuer. ‘Tho Serip-
ture but rarely lifts tho veil from His
hidden life and gives but a fow glimpses
of it. The first glimp3s is conveyed
by the words in which it is said tfmt
our Saviour, Jesus Chriet went down
from Jerusalem to Nuzareth, with His
parents and was subject to them.
What is the menning of that subjec
tion of Jesus Christ? We know that
our Liord was not bound to obey
any of tho laws He Himself had
mede, for *He was tho Father
of all and therefore subject to
none ;" and yet, wonderful mystery,
He whom the heavens obey, becameo
subject to His parents, and that sub-
jection meaunt love—love, reverence
and respect, and ready obedience, not
only to the laws but even to tho wishes
of His parents. lero then is the
long lesson of the novitiate of Jesus
Christ. He went down and was sub
ject to them ; so also for you, subjec
tion means obedicnce to the rules that
regulate tho novitinte, and to the
orders of the superiors, who are the
representatives of God. It is through
them that the divine Will is wade
known ; while their wishes and com-
mands are not to bo taken under
penulty of sin, for the Church does not
wish even those who aspire to perfec-
tion, to pay a forced obedience to the
rules that govern th: novitiate and
community. or to the wishes of super:-
ors. Nevertheless, tbose who aspire
to perfection would obey through love.
Here then 13 the ghmpse that our
Blessed Lord made man-taught nov-
ices, during the novitiate of His life,
strict obedience—which is the hardest
thing for us to perform. Wo are the
children of disobedicnce; we aro the
children of revolt. Our first parents
rebelled against God, and Ilis laws;
tho Son of God came down from heav-
en ; Jesus Christ became the sccond
Adam and Ho taught us obedience;
but still the old tendency remains
with us, and 1t is a Yard struggle to
sabmit to the will of another.

Then agam we have another ghmpse
—and it is a remarkable glimpse;
for the Scripture says that Jesus grew
1 age and grace and wisdom before
God and man. What is the meaning
of these wonderful words? He had
becone the man God. He was there-
fore as perfect at His conception, as
when He died on the Cross; and
what then 15 the rueaning of these
words? ‘That tle advanced 1n years
wo can understand but they also speak
of His advancemeni in grace and i
wisgdom befora God and man. He
unfolded gradually to human cyes His
porfections, in order to show us, His
followers, tbat as wo advauce 1n years
weo 1muat also advance :n graco and
holiness ; in love, or in wisdom as-
cording to the mind of God. This is
the lesson ; you, my dear children, as
you advance in years in the religious |
life so must you also advance 1n grace
and n wisdom ; in the acquirement
and peogress of religious perfoction
thie is the lesson that our Lord gave
1n tho retirement of the novitiate.

My dear cinldren, m tho nataral
order the law of growth is the law of
life, s0 it i3 in the spiriteal order

alzo, wo rolrograde when wo occaso
to advanco ; thoro is no standing still.
As tho swimmer against thoe strong
stream, unless ho mako constant
offorts, will bo carried away with the
ourrent ; g0 it is with tho rveligious
lifo. \Wo urostruggling against the cur
rent of ifficulties and obstacles ; if we
givo up tho struggle we shall go baok ;
thorefore it must bo o constant war-
fare and n constant effort; wo must
advance, or wo go back; we must
grow, or wo begin todecay. Seethotreo
of which our Lord spoke fn the Gos-
pol: A certain master visited it, and
questioning the dresser, said to him,
* For three yeurs I came scoking for
fenit and I find none, because it is
barren, cut it down, why cumbereth
it the ground.” He condemned it,
not becauee it was mnoxious, but
because it was barron, So with man
ag he grows from year to year in age
without bearing fruits of the Holy
Ghost, what will the Lord of tho
vinoyard say one dny to such ?

Again lot us take the parablo of the
wise und foolish virgius; they went
out to meet tho Bridegroom, all had
equally good intontions—the wiso
virging who carried ol in their lamps
were not excluded as wore the foolish
from the marriage feast. Why this
difierenco  between the two? The
wige virgins carried out their good
intentivns by bearing the ol of good
works—the foolish %wd good inten-
tions but were destituto ot good works,
They eay tho way to hell 18 paved
with good intentions never carried
out. Take thesorvants of the (Gospol.
Une recoived from his Lord five
talents, another two, and another one.
Tho first gatned other five, the second
two, whilst the third hid his to
keep it safely for his Master. When
the Lord returned Ie demanded an
account of their stewardsbip; and,
my dear sisters, you may imagine the
servant who had his one talent
was not deserving of consure as he
had kept it securely for Him; but
wonderful to relate, our Liord not only
calls him an unprofitable servant but
n useless and wicked one; nat becsuso
he 3id a bad thing but because ho
neglected to profit by the talent that
lus Lord Lad given him. Thecefore
may the novice in the novitiate,
nuns in their community, priests 1n
their sanctuary, laity in the Church
of God, let the law of God be the law
of growth in holiness, which will con-
form them to the image of Christ.
Lot us grow daily into His likeness,
that He msy one day welcome us into
the kingdomn of 1is eternal glory.

- g
Peterhorough,

£, B. 4, CONVEXNTION,

Tho Grand Lodgo of the Emerald Bencficial
Ausociation opooed its cighteenth annual
scason hcro last Tuesdsy morning and
finished Thursday cvening. There was a
large number of delegates present from all
over Uatario.  On Wedneaday morning the
delcgatea attended High Mass at the
Csathedra), which was celcbrated by Rov.
Archdeacon Casoy. Tho opening sessivns
wero taken upin resciving committes repurts
wbich were presented in the afternoon
meeting.  Aftor transacting much impo-tant
buziaesatheelection of oflicors was procoeded
with tho followiog reacit :  Chaplain, Mgr.
Rooney, Toronto (re-clected): Presidost,
Mr. D. A. Carcy, Toronto (re-elected);
Vice-President, Me, T. F. Goud, Loadon;
Secretary ‘Troasuror cad Organizor Mr. W,
Lane, Taronto ; Marshal, Mr. J. Fahoy, To
ronto : Gaard, Mr. N J. Carran, Hamilton ;
Mcdicat adviser, Dr. McKecwa, Toronto;
EzxecutiveCommittce—dessrs, \W. J. Devlin,
Poterborough ; E. F. X. O'Mecara, Ottawa;
C E. Leary, Almonte; J. J. Nightingalo,
Toronto; W. J, Curran. Hamiiton : ’F F.
Gould, Loadon ;: anod J. J. lagarty, Strat-
0

rd.

The following deputy-organizeras were ap
pointed : Ottawa District—Mr. E. F. X,
U'Meara, Almonto Distriot— BMr P, Z,
Loany ; Peterboro’ Distriot—Mr. W, J.
Devlin: Toroato District — Mr, J. J.
Nightingalo; Welland District—Mr. N. J
Curran ; London District—2r. J. F. Gonld ;
Stratford District—Mr. J. J. Hagarty.

Resolutions of thanks wero pared to his
Graco Archbishop Walsh, Mgr Roonoy and
tho Rev. Father McCann, V.G,, for their
welcomo greotings, as aleo to Rov, Father
Soollard, Chaplain of the Local branch for
his eloquent address to the Graxd officers.

It was resolved to hold the next anaual
meetlog at West Toronto Junction on the
irst Tustday in May, 18035,

Oa Mouday evening last & grand banquet
was tendored the fraternal sccloties and
numbors of Court 8¢, Petor, No, 225, Catho.
1o Ordor of Forestors, by the oflicers of the
Iater soclety. Tho banquot wae hold at tho
City Hotol and was tho moat successful
i“ orfog that crganization has yet held.

Iarge mumbor of representatives was
present from tho differont zccloties and a
thoroughly enjoyablo ovening was spent,
Dr, Bronnan performed the dutics of chair
man with usual ability, while the vico.chair
was most oreditably filled by DPast.chict
Ranger J, P, Sheolis. Tho dining hall was
beaucifully decorated for tho ocoasfon and
an olaborato bill of faro was sorved up by
mive host Clanoy,

Tho following toast list was responded
t0 :—Tho Queon—** God Save the Queen,”

House ot Commons and Logisiativs As-
sombly—J. R. Stratton, M PP, anc Afr,
H. C. Wiach ; song by dMr. O'Brien,

Town Council—Councillors Cahill and
Dawson, Sistor Socioties—Mosars, F. .
Jdamicson, H, Nesbitt, H. W. Wateon, and
J. Alexandor, resmuontlng local lodf(ca of
the Caunadian Order of Forosters: Mc¢. D,
R. Carey, of Toronto, President of the
Emorald Beneficlal Association ; Mr, W. J.
Devilv, reprosenting the Catholls mutual
Benovolont association and Thos, Dolan, re-
flrcuntlug Catholio association ; song L. M,

ayes.

DMorcantilo and Mochaunical laterestod—
Mesars. A, Gough, C, Gordon, John Bogue
and Con. Youwng; song, W, Wation,
Canadian militia—Liout. Hayes,

Learaed Professions—Dr. MoGrath and
L. M. Hsyes. The Press—Local Ropro-
sensives,

The Ladies—Mr, W. A. Hosking ; song,
Mr. O'Brien. Bost aad Hostess — M.
Clanoy.

Mr. H, C Winch proposed tho Catholic
Ordor of Foreatera which was responded to
by Dr. Brennan and J. P. Sheolin. Mr D,
A. Carcy moved, seconded by F J. Jamieson
that a hearty vote of thanks bo tendored Dr.
Brennan for tho ablo manner in which he
had,fulfilled his duties. The motion was
put unanimously and carried by a staading
vote. ""he Doctor mado a suitablo reply.

This very succeasful and pleasant bauquot
was brought to a close by tho singing of
* Auld Lang Syno” and * God Save the
Qucen.”

Tho regular monthly tnesting of the Sep-
arato School Bosrd was held last Friday
oveniog, tho following members being pro-
ent—Dr, Brenpan (cdairman) and Meurs.
Quinlan, Shechy, Goselin, Hickoy, and
LoHane, Rov. Father Collins, our active
and energitio superintendent, was also pro-
sent., Tho minutes of the last meoting wero
read and coofirmed.

All accounts presented wore roferred to
tho Finaoce Committeo. A statemontof tho
estimatea was presented by tho Szeretary,
and it was moved by Mr. Quinlan, soconded
by Mr. Hiockey, that Town Troasurer bo
inatructed to farnish tho board with the
sum of §3,760 for the current yoar carried.

Mr. O’Brien was oo motion of dr. Le-
Haae, scconded by Mr. Quinlen, appointed
cxaminer to conduct entrance examinations.

School attendance for April. On Roll Averago
Mnrrsy street Schood ... 218 187
Convent . . e 220 200
Lako strect School RTINS L.

After transaciing otber important business
tho Bosrd adjourned.

The beautifal Catholic Church at Sudbury
was destroyed by firo o short timo ago, but
oro long it will bo replaced by another hand.
sowmestructure. His Lordship Bishop O'Con-
nor, who is over watcnful to tho wants of
his flock, has already givon out tho contract
for the now church, and hss appointed Mr.
Richard Sheehy to superintend tho work.
Mr, Sheeby is a first-olavs man and His
Lordship could not have mado a botter
choica, The catimated cost of tho aew
church is §15,000 and will bo fioished In
August,

Mrg, Shepherd’s Letter,

Mrs. Margarot L. Shepherd has sentin e
Iciter in rclr)%y to my remarks of last week.
Her contention is that sho has pever mado
any attempt to conceal her past, buton tho
other hand held up her misfortancs as warn-
ings to otkers. Sho sends mo also hor book
and pamphlet, A wounded dove flies to ita
pestii it can; any injored avimal drags it-
solf to its retreat if it cau—a woman who
has had & lar%c hand in her own erratic past
wil, if brooght to penitence, witbdraw her-
solf and not acck to make money or glory cut
of ber experience. How can a woman with
a carcer that steams in tho sunlight cxpect
her word to ho accepted when ralsed in ace
cusation ::gaimt thoso held in somo henor ?
Sho shonld not deny to othera tho charity
sho awks for horself —3lack in Saturday
Night,

1f over a man feols liko ‘‘a poor worm of
tho dust,” it is whea ho suffers from that
tired foeling. Ayer’s Sarsaparilla removes
this discouraging }:hynical condition and im-
parts tho thrill of now life and energy to
overy norvo, tissno, musclo, and fibro of tho
wholo body,




