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you? As statod at tho boginning of this discourse, my physical
and intellectual toxtures were woven for me, not by me. Pro-
cosses in the conduct or rogulation of which I had no sharo have
mado mo what I am. Hero, surcly, if anywhore, wo jaro as clay
in tho hands of the potter. It is tho greatest ot delusions to sup-
poso that wo como into this world us sheets of whits paper on
which tho nge can write anything it likes, making us good or bad,
noble or mean, as tho age pleases, Tho sgo can stunt, promoto or
pervert pro-oxistant cupacities, but it cannot creato them. Tho
worthy Robert Owon, who saw in oxtornallcircumstances the
great moulders of humun character, was obliged to supplemont his
doctrine by making tke man himself one of the circumstances. It
is as fatal as it is cowardly to blink fucts because they are not to
our taste. * * * * Tt ignot, howover, from the observation
of indivilunls that the argument against ¢ free will,’ as commonly
undorstood, derives its principal force, It is, as already hinted,
indefinitely strengthened when oxtended to the race.” Prof.
Tyndall horo goes on to show tho results ot *“heredity,” *pncci-
deatsl variation,” cte., in ovolving the raco from  progonitors
which could 20t boe called human"” to what we aro to-duy, and
then thus tronchantly states the argument against the popular
doctrino of “free will,”

“If, then, our organisms, with all their tendencies and ca-
pacitics, aro given to us withont our being consulted ; and if,
whilo capablo of acting within certain limits in accordanco with
our wishes, wo are not masters of the circumstances in which
motives and wishes originato ; if, finally, our motives and wishes
determine our actions—in what senso can these actions be ssid to
be the result of free will 1"

Lot the theologian answer if he can! The fact is, no distin-
gnished student of human nature who is free from prejudico can
for one momant accept tho theological doctiine of free will. The
religionist only accepts it because ho hLas been taught it, and
becaueo it is an essential constituent of his creed. Ho accepts it
by faith, not by rcazon. Iaeckel, in his great work. * Tho His-
tory of Creation,” says: “IWhere faith commences science ends.”
\Vliith many science never begins, for faith is the beginning and
end.

James Fitzjames Steplien, the noted English Barrister and
Author, in his work,  Liberty, Equality, Frateraity,” has ono in-
cidental sentence which shows unmistakably Lis opinion of tho
doctrine of freo will. Hero it is: “That any human creature

EXOUELLENT ADVICE.

To the Managing Editors and Direclorate of the Freethought Journal, and all
others concerned :

Dean Friexps axp Brerures,—Will you allow mo to muke a
suggestion, and oarncstly urgo it upon your consideration? Itis
tho desirability of continuing thie FreeTHoTouT JOURNAL 8 &
monthly instead of a weekly, at lenst for a time. This, I think,
would bo the more prudent courso, for various reasons.

In tho first place, you will all agreo with me that it is better to
commonco low and work up gradually than to begin high and
havo to come down. In any landable undertaking, upward
progress from an humblo beginning is commendable and credit-
able; while retrogression, or failure, might be discreditable and
cerlainly would be humiliating. Let us, then, avoid the latter in
our journalistic enterprise by moving cautiously and on a safo
basig. Tt may bo guite true that the Liberal eloment throughout
thoe Dominion, with the assistanco wo would get from our broth-
ren across the border, is strong enough to sustain a weekly journal
at $2 por year, if such elemeat could be immediately reached and
brought in. But this, in the absence of a regular and thorough
canvass, is8 at present impracticablo, and will require time. A
monthly journal at, say, one dollar a year, could perhaps be car-
ried along safely and successfully until such time, sooner or lator,
as tho Liberal clement would be generally enlisted; und then as
fast as we felt warrantod, financially and otherwise, weo could
enlarge, and chango from monthly to somi-monthly, or weekly.
This, it scoms to me, would be the moro judicious course. Besides,
a onp dollar journal would work much sooner into circulation than
ono high-priced. Many outsido our own ranks would ¢ry it at
that price, whereas they would not caro to ventnre mors in what
to them would at sirst appear a dubious investme  But after
. -ding it for a time, having gauged it, thoy woulu no doubt be
quite willing to pay moro and get it oftenor.

There ave also other considerations in favor of the temporary
monthly issue instoad of weekly. Tho substantial and literary
character of the monthly is nocessarily higher than that of the
weekly. The writer for tho monthly periodical, having more
timo in which to proparo his articles, furnishes more substantial
and mature food for his readers. And in this, tho inauguration of

. a Freethonght journal in Canada, it is absolutoly essential that it

ever, under any conceivable circumstances, acted otherwise than °

in obedienco to that which for tho timo being was his strongest
wish, is to mo an assertion as incredible and as unmeaning as tho
assertion that ona particular occasion two straight lines enclosed
a space.” Tho truth is, tho notion of the freedom of the human
will has been frequently doubted and occasionally challenged by
reflective minds for centuries.  Wo find Shelley, with apparent
jmpaticnce at so absurd o proposition, excliming: ¢ The word
liberty,as applied to mind, is analagous to the word chanco
as applied to matler; both spring from our ignorance of
the certainty of the conjunction betwoen antecedents and conso-
quents. * * *  Only the fow fanatics who are engaged in tho
Herculcan task of reconciling tho justico of their God with the
miscry of man, will longer insult common senso by the supposition
of a voluntary action without a motive.”

1 now propoese, as the lawyers say, to rest my caso here, that i
so far as the philesophical and scientific nrgu{nents a:":’:nsb fr::)’
will aro concernad.  Bat T also propose to go further—to * beard
tholion in his den™ if you please. I proposo to meet the theo-
logian on his own ground, {o wit - Theology and the Biblo, and
disprove his doctrine of freo will from Xis own premises. This I
will cndeavor to accomplish in the next article, and then in one
or_two subsequent articles deal with moral responsibility and
“Freo Moral Agency.” Meanwhilo T beg to wish all the con-
tributors and rcaders, orthodox and heterodox, of the Fres
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should avoid tho stigma of crudity and superficiality. Let us
then endeavor at tho outset to give it a character of solidity,
utility, and culture. Such a character, once cstablished, will
command thoe patronagoe of not only the distinctively rationalistic,
but of tho broad and liberal-minded owtside our ranks. In all the
chutches is quito a largo element, in mercly nominal connection,
who have almost outgrown their creeds, and who are inwardly
liborml. To say nothing of tho whois body of Unitarians, this is
espocially truo of the Episcopalian and I'resbyterian denomina-
tions of tho Christiun Church. This class of nominal, or guasi,
believers wo will inovitably reach if wo succeed in making such a
journal as above indicated. Wo must keep abreast with the
times, "Wo must give our readers, not indeed our own thoughts
alone, but the dest thoughis of the best minds, and tho fatest fac’s,
philosophic and scientific, bearing upon our ficld, which are con-
stantly emerging from tho brain of the age and from the infinite
Cosmos in which wo aro and of which wo form a part. Abtandoning
mero carping, wo must deal with doctrines not men. In our
attacks upon false doctrines and falso systems wo must recollect
that our opponents regard them as true.  And wo must build up
as fasy as we pull down. In any caso whoro wo havo no better
edifico to put in tho placo of the existing one, it will not bo
molested.  We will endeavor to thrust no Joctrine or fact into
the placo of another, which is not better than that other.

With theso objects and principles faithfully adhored to and car-
ried out our journal must succeed, and ultimately becomeo 2 potent
factor in shaping tho thought and destiny of this Dominion.

Fraternally yours,
ALLEN PRINGLE.
Selby, Ont., Decomber, 1877,



