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yon 1 As stated nit tha beg!nning of this diseourso, iny physical
andi intellecturil textures 'vore o vyo for mo, not by me. 'Pro-
cossos in the canduite or rogulaitn af which 1 hi no sharo have
mado, mu what 1 ain. liera, suroly, if anywhore, -%vo *,are as cay
ini tha bands of the putter. It la the gr&.tteat ai delusions ta sup>.
posa that wo comau into this wa,?rld as shooets of wvhito piiper ait
'vhieli the aga cari write ûnything it likes, naikiug, us good or baid,
noable or mnean, as the aigi ilcasea. Tho tigoecau stunt, proinoto, or
pervrn Iprcoexistant cel)acities, but it cannot creato tixom. Tho
viortby Roburt Owenî, wlie saw in axternalycircurnstancea the
great mauldors of huitptn chai-acter, 'vas obliged to supplenuantlits
doctrine by nîaking thu main hnself ono of the circumstanees. It
is as fatal ais it is cowvatrdly ta blink factai bocauso thoy aira net ta
aur tuitu. Il * Il * It is net, hawovcr, froin the obscrvatioln
of indiviIuals thait thre argument against~ «froc i,' as cominanly
undorstood, derives its principal force. It la, as already hinted,
iridefinitely strezi"thened wvhen extendod ta tlaa race." Pr-of.
Tyndall hero gocs on to Show the rouilts ai Ilher-edity," Il cci-
dattol variation," etc., in ovolving the rae frotn Ilprogenitors
'which could -lot be called humain" ta what 'vo aire to-day, and
then thus troriclianty States thre argument against tho popular
doctrine afil "ireo v1.

"lIf, thon, aur organisais, with all tlieir tendoncios and oa-
pacitica, ara giron te, lis trvithout aur being consultcd ; andi if,
-tvlilo capable of aicting %vitiain certain limits in accordanco %with
aur wvisbes, 'a aira not masters of Vie circuaistances in which
moatives anud 'vishes originato ; if, finallv, aur moatives andi %vishos
detoruiine oui- actions-in what sonse can tlaeo actions be said ta
bc the resuit, of fi-c %vill T'

Lot the thoolagian answer if ho eau ! Thre fact la, ne distin-
gislaed student of hunan naiture tvho la fi-c froîn prejudico can

for ana moment acccpt the theological doctrine of fi-c %vili. Tho
religionist only accepts if. bocausr lie has been taughit it, andi
becauco it as ail es'çentia1 constituent of his ci-ced. Ha accepta it
bvfaii, nat by rcaan. Ilaccel, la bis gi-caL work. IlTho ilis-
tary of Crtatioe," aays:- <'l'Ztcr fatit commcences science cnds."1

Wihmainy science nover begins, for faiLl isl the beg-inning and 1
end.

James Fitzjamcs Stephien, the nated English Barrister andi
.&utlaor, in his work, <' Liberty, ]Bqua1ity, Fratteruity," bas ana in-
cidental sentence which shows unmisUakaiblv bis opinion af tho
doctrineofa fice wyli. liera iL is: IlThat ýiny lauran creatura,
cver, under amy conceivablo circumstances, actcd otherwise thain
in obedienco to thait which for tia tiiaaa boing 'vas his strongeait
ish, is ta mnc an assertion as incredible ana as unnxeaning as tU'c

tissertion that an a particular occasion two straight linos elicioseti
a space." Tho trath ia, the notian ai the freedotu ai the humait
%vill bas bicou frequcntly doubtcd anud occasionauly chalengeti by
refectiývù xinds for ecnturics. Mo fiait Shelley, Nvitli apparent
impatience ait sa absurd a proposition, exclaixi.ng: - lTha Word
liberty,as applicit te mmnd, la anailagaus ta the word ciainca
as applied ta rnfttcr; bDthi spring fi-rn aur ignorance of
the ccrtainty of tic conjunction betwoen axiteecdonts and couse-
queuta. * * * OnIly the few fanatics whe aire engagea in tho
lierculcan task af rcSciling tho justice af their God with the
xniscrv ai main, 'vili langer insuit commun sesse by tic supposition
of a ;o1untary action 'vithaut a maotive."

1 moWv propose, as he *a.wycrs say, ta rest my casa here, Lmait is,
s0 far ais the plailasophicai antd i cientific arguments against fi-cc
'viii arc concornzd. But 1 also piaopase to go fui-tier-toa "board
flic lion. iu his dca" if you pleaise. 1 propose ta inoc, tia thoo.
loglan on his owa grinr, (Ô toit: Thoology andi i Bible, and
disp-ove, bis doctrine ai fi-c willfrom his ormi ?rnscs. This 1
will enjeavor ta accomplish, lu the next article, andi thon ina ane
or two subsequent articles deai 'viLl moral rcaponsibility anti
.9 Frec Moral egcecy," Meanwbilo 1 brg ta 'visi all time con-
tributors anai icaders, arthodox andtichterodox, of tile Fanai
TH'Uaoîr JOURNYAL a happy Now Ycair.
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EXCEILLENT ADVICE.

To the Xa~gaidzand<mc DireclQra!e of the FireMotiltl Journal, and ail
othieria coracerned:
DEAnt FJiIEN)S AND BnrIns,-WiIi youl allow Me ta anuakO a

suggestion, and aarîiostly urge it upon your consideration 1I is 
tha dcsirabiliv- af coaîtinuing the FRLTOTORT JOURN~AL asl a
7niaO)lIiI!, insicai ai a ivecly. ait loast for a timne. This, 1 tlîink,
would bu the more prudent course, for varions resns.

In the flrst place, you 'vil! ail ag--rco with mie that it is bottkr ta
commenco low andi work up gradually than ta begiu haigh andi
bave ta coma down. In any laudablo uadortaking, upward
pi-agi-ca frein anl humble begianing is commendablù anti ci-cait-
table; whiile ratrogression, or failure, miighi lia discreditable and
ccrtaedy 'voulti ba humiliatîug. Lot us, thon, aivoid tma latter ln

aurd ournalistie entai-prise by moving cautiously andi on a safo
,luis It may bo quite, truc, that tie 'Liboral element thi-ougiott
tho Dominion, with the assistance -%va 'oulti geL fi-rn aur broth.
i-en acrassa the border, la strong onougli te) sustain a toeekly journal
ait $2 per year, if suocleexent coat bu irumediaitely reaichet aud
bronçglit, in. Bu t this, in the ah'onco of a regular and thorouffl
cauvaa, la ait pi-osent inipracticall, andi 'vii require time. 2L
inonthly journal ait, say, ane dollar a yeur, could porliaps be cr-r
iled alang safoly and succoss!uIly until snch turne, sooner or later,

ais tho Liborai elonient wotid bai geaerally eniisted; aindi fien nia
fat as w-o feit -%airrainted, flnauciîally and ti tarwiso, 'va coulit
exilai-ge, anti change fin maaithiy ta senîi-moathly, or veakly.
Thjis, iL seerni ta nie, would ha the more judiciaus course. Bosides,
a one dollar journal 'voulti work miucli soonor juta circulation than
ana liighI.priced. Many outsido aur owa rauka 'vould i ry IL ait
that pi-ice, wlior thuya 'vora net caro ta venture mare lu what
ta thiacn Veilliat st ap ra dubiaus investmo- But aifter
r. ding iL for a timoe, having gaugeti IL, they -,voulu no doubt bo
quita willing ta pay mare, andi geL iL aitonur.

Thora aire aise other considerations in favor ai tlac tenxporary
iaonihly issue instead ai weckly. Tho substautial anti litera-y
chai-acter ai the nmonthly la nocessariiy hiffler than that ai the
weelly. The wvriter for the monthly periodical, laaving mare
timo in wviicli ta prepare bis articles, furnishies mare substantial
andi mature food! for bis renders. Andilu tiais, tho inauguration ai
a Freethaxaglit journal in Canada, iL is aibsalutely essentialat ait 
shouiti avoid the stigma ai craadity andi suporficizuiity. Loct us
tihon caidoavor at tho outset te -ivo it a chai-acter af solidity,
utility, nti culture. Sncb a chai-actr, once catablishati, will
commantheUi patronage ai net anly the distinctivoly rationalistic,
but a<'tha broad andi Iiberal-rnindeti oas(side aur rauks. lIn ai! the
chuubes la quite a largo clernt in mea-ely nominal caunection,
,who lbave almost outgro'vn thoeir ci-odi, an-d wlae are inwardly
libeal. To say nothing of tho wha!', body ai Unitariaus, this is
espoiauly truc, ai the EpiscopalIian aul I'resayteriau denomina-
tiens af the Clristian ClaurcL. This class af nominal, or quasi,
beliovers 'va 'vili ivtably reach if 'va suecwetin lu uaing Sucli a
journal as abova indicated. Wc%" must kecp) abreast with the
tim We' matat give, aur readers, nat indeet! aur own thoughits
alone, but the l'est tlitotlUgz of/tAc best nais, anti tha laitest faics,
philosophie nd scicutific, boaring upon aur ficeld, wiar ie con-
ritautly eanerging fri-an tho brain ai tha age aud framn the inflaxite,
Cosmos lu wlîlch 'va are antiai f iici 'va foi-n a part. Abaindanin-
moe cal-pin,", Nra anust deal with doctrines net men. Iu aur

iattacks tapon faise doctrines anti f aisa systoms 'va rmat rcalect
that oui- appaucants regard thei as truc. Anti 'o must bitid up
ns istas 'vo pull down. Iu any case 'vhero e vbava ne better
edifica ta rlut lu thc placeofa tire existing one, it 'viiul ob
mnolcatet. 'Va ivili endeavor ta thaiust ne doctrine or faiet iat
the place af ainothor, 'vhit- la not botter than thait other.

'With fles objecta anti priaciplos faithfully atihai-et ta ant! car-
ried out aur journal -nusi succet, antiultimataly becanie a potent
factor lu shapjing the tboughl and destiny afibis Dominion.

Fraternally yours,

Sclby, Ont,, Deco:nber, 1877.AM N RIGE


