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OWING to the prevalence of cold and
wet weather in Europe generally, the
crops there will fall short of the usual
average. Much dis'ress prevails in
agricultural as well as in n.anufacturing
communities. We on this continent
have great reason for gratitude to God
for the abundant harvests which are
being gathered in on all sides.

We understand that the Rev. Geo.
Maurray M. A. of British Columbia, is
expected to return soon to this his native
country. Mr. Murray is a graduate of
the university of Glasgow, Scutland:
On receiving license he accepted an ap-
pointment from the Colonial Committee
and proceeded to the Pacific Coast where
ke has since laboured.

AccorpING to Parliamentary return
made in 1874 and 1879 there has been
an increase of fifty-five thousand com-
municants in five years in the Church
of Scotland.

Our rcaders will be pleased to learn
that the Rev. D. McKay late of Gare-
loch, has received a call from a congre-
gation in the Province of Ontario.

By appointment of Presbytery the
annual collection for the Home Mission
Scheme will be made in the month of
August.

THE next quarterly meeting of the
Presbytery will be held at Pictou on
the 27th inst.

Tae Rev. D. McRae of St. Stephen’s
Chureh St. John N. B. has received a
call to Frederickton.
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IN THE TowN OF NABLUS, of Shechem,
where Jacob bought the parcel of ground
on which his well is still to be seen,
there are now living aboat one hundred
and forty desceadants of the original
Samaritans. ‘The temple which was
huil after the captivity on the top ol s
mouuatainnear Naolus has disappeared,
but the old observances laid down in the
Pentateuch are still kept up. A corces-
pondent of the Methodist, who was there
at the last feast of the [assover, says ue
saw the ceremonies carried out just as
they were arranged by Moses. A tew
moments belore sunset the congreg ition
with the chief priest and elders for the
sacrifice. They repeated portions of
Scripture, and then seven rams were led
out and examined by the high priest to
see that they were without blemishes,
and exactly as the sun sank behind e
sea their throats were cut. The bluod
of one was collected in a basin, and one
ot the elders, with a bunch of hyssop
marked the doors of the tents.

Tue < JEwisu HeraLp,” London,
states that Sir Moses Montefiore, in pur-
suance of a design for re-establishing the
Jews in their ancient city, * has rocently
given order: to prepare for cultivation all
the land in the fiont ot the Judah Torib
houses, in Jerusalem. Therocks wiil i
Temoved, terraces huilt along, as it u-.d
to be in the time of King Solomon. and
divided into twenty-two partitions, so
that every . inmate ot the Torah houses
may cultivate the nec>ssary vegetalles,
&ec., for himself and tamaily. Sir Mcses
has also caused a very larze cistern to be
constructed 1n the centro o! the fiald,
which will secure a full supply of water
for all of them. There will be a beauti-
ful veranda in front of the houses, son a3
to protect the inmates from the glare of
a burning sun. The veranda was sent
direct trum London. He has algo had &
new entrance made in the centre of the
boundary wall, built a lodge for a watch-
man, aud bad s large bell affixed to one
of the houses, to give the ' alarm in caw
of emergency.—N. Y. Independent.



