
TE CHURCK OF SCOTLAND.

There are scveral pointa in which, however, the book might be improved,
should the sale of it in Nova Scetia and New Brunswick be so great as to war-
rant the preparation of an Edition for local circulation, and it is to l b hrped
that this may be the case,~ 1 shai flot trespass upon your space this mionth, but
will refer to the subject again should you sc meet to place space in the Record
at my disposai for the purpose. Meanwhile, hoping you will announce the
arrivai of the expected copies of the Hymnal ere long,

November Is, 1870. 1 reniain, expectingly, TRuRto.

BIBLE LDSGONq.

BY REV. P. MELVILLE, M. A., *. D.

Dear Christian Brethren and Sister.ç,-Let every one of you that feels any
need either to know your own soul, or to know God ini Christ, conaider well for
what end you came into this world. It is dangerous to remain ignorant of this,
lest your life becoînes a fina failure.

Our souls have corne into this world, but who knows whence ? They
shaîl at length leave this body and go away, but who knows whither? As a
tender bird that ilies through the wintry snow, and entering a warm and haPpy
homne b yan open window, goes out by another window into the dusky, fal injg
snow, alone an d unknown: so are our souls. Coming as strangers into this
world, we are warnx and happy for a littie while, and then we go away alone;
but oh! whence have we corne? and whither do we go at last ?

Is there no voicc fromn heaven to tell us wvhence, and touai, and why we
are? Could our great Maker feel in his heart to cast us forth on this rude
ivorld, forlorn as orphans, witbout one word of Divine counsel or consolation ?
Should not a just God reveal His Word or counsel to His rational creatures ?
Should not the Father of Spi1rits visit with mercy the souls, He bas made ?

A.-suredly. If God is Fove, H1e cannot choose but visit and Lelp us, and
instruct us in a11 that àe best for us to know and do.

This He Las done by bis WoRDi; not onlyr the spoken Word, and the
written Word, but even b y the Eternal and Living -Yord, whieh was in the
beginning with God, and Divine. In this Word, God has nnited Himself with
Humanity, and become manifest in the flesb to save the world H1e mnade.

is Written Word (the Bible) diflers fromn ail mnerely human books in this,
that it contains depths within deptbs, and height witbin height, of Divine
meaning. ln its letter (or outward, literai meaning) it differs not so mucli from
other books; but it Las a spirit within its letter, and a Divine life within its
spirit. Christ, the highest authority of ali. declares,-" The words that I speak
unto you are spirit, and they are life." "Heaven and earth shall pass away,
but my ivords shall not pase away.Y Now we are but begnning to perceive the
divine depth cf truth in these hints; and the highest FhuIosophy, as well as the
most advanced Science, pointe steadily in this very direction.

Let us begin, therefore, to stndy anew the lefer of the Divine Word-
nazuely, ita literai sens. Then aLail we be ni alo underatand its spiri;
and then, too, ehall we receive of ita Divine fle, ife: b. but faithf&sl te ita muet
sacred influence fIe wli.le revelatioD of this Bleud Book centres ini four
mout precious and soulaving trutha-naaney:

1. flore is only one God, who is imfinxte in Wadom, Power, and Love
He is the Creator, teSviour, anrd the Judge of thse Universe.

2t He bas rmde Su imniortal mouls, and lin givon us mcli powens n ae
caeli. of Rsn is gracious ifand inlluencee to ou own aivation, or eue

id abu.ing tisa o ur own priin
8.Hehbamnot only giventu Risswritten Word.to direct w4but bu ome in


