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in aeconiplishirig their master's order, would it be rcasonable to
say that the murderer who had in8tigated and set on foot thec
crime was entitled to, protection f rom punishment, on the ground i
either that lie couid do no wrong, or that hie wvas levying war?
Any such preteices ouglit to be regarded with contenipt- He lias
coinmitted murder, and if hoe can be brought within the jurisdic-
tion of the law of the strate, he shouid, and by every consideration
of justice ouglit, to, suifer like any other criniial for his crime.
Would tIe offence be any the less or any the less amenable to
the law if. instead of one m-an, lie sent 50 or 100 to bring about the
like result? A imultiplicity of criminal8 may and often does prevent
ail of themn from being brouglit to punishment, but it does not
ii. the lcast dimiinish the guit of ail and eaeh of thein concernied.
So long as the criminals remain in their own country there mnay be
difflculty in bringing tliem to justice; but if they fiee ta other
countries their surrender niay be justly and rightfully denianded.
(r'iotius very justly observes that kings anti those who are possessed
of sovereign power have a riglit to exact punis-nment, flot only
foi injuries aifeeting irnediatelv tliemselves or their own subjertIs,
but for g-oss violations of the lav of iiature anti of nations, clone to
other state8 and subjects. According to this view of international
w-ar, the Allied powers are well within their rîglits in sceking to
bririg to the bar of international justice the auqfhors and promoters
of tlie grievous wrongs ami injuries inflicted on Belgium ab a
nation, contrary to thc law of nature and of nations by the Ger-
nman arm-e. The vhole Germaîî nation cannot be brought to book,
but the ringleaders and promoters of the crime are amenable to
punishment like any othier criminals.

Two or three of the principal offenders have sought a8ylum
in other countries, and it bias been suggested that they are entitled
lu protection as political refugees, but it is ubmitted tliat such
a claimr cannot be supported. Quoad Belgium they are simply
criminals who have committed with force and violence outrageous
crimes in Belgium contrary to the laws of Belgium, They entered
Belgium unjustly, unlawfully and, contrary to international lav,
they proeeeded to rnurder, rob and ravish the inhabitants; and
from the moment they entered until tliey departed their status


