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command, with added powers, from the sheriffs. An important
Mustering Statute (1557) was enacted, graduating afresh the

) universal liability to service, and making new provision for

weapons and organization. William Harrison. writing in 1587,
said :—

- As for able men for service, thanked be God! We are not
without geod store; for by the musters taken 1574-5 our numbers
amounted to 1,172,674, and yet were they not so narrowly taken
but that a third part of this like multitude was left unbilled and
uncalled.”’ .

This from a popuiation estimated at less than six willion ali
told! Such was the host on which England relied for safety in
1588, if by chance the gzalleons of Spain should elude the vigil-
ance of Drake and should land Parma’s hordes upon our shores.

" Well might ‘he country feel at case behind such a fleet and witk

such a virile race of men to second it.

The Stuarts did not take kindly to the Buglish militia. Tt
was too demoeratic, too free. James 1., in the very first year
of his reign, conferrea upon its members the seductive hut fatal
gift of exemption from the burden of providing their own wea-
pons.  As he himself took eare not to provide them too pro-
fusely, the force speedily lost both in efficicney and independence.
The Civil War hopelessly divided it. as it did the nation, into
hostile factions. The Royalist section was ultimately erushed.
while the Parliamentary section was gradually absobed into that
first great standing army which this country ever knew, the New
Model of 1645, For fifteen yvears the people groaned ‘wder the
dominance of this arbitrary, conscientious. and very expensive
foree. Then, in 1660, came the Restoration, and with it the dis-
banding of the New Model and the re-cstablishment of the niilitia.
The country went wild with joy at the recovery of its freedom.
(harles 11, however, was bent on gecuring for his own despotic
purposes a stending army. Henece he obtained permission from
Parliament to have a permanent body-guard, and he gradually
inereased its numbers until he had some 6,000 troops regularly
under his command. James IT. inereased them io 15,000, and




