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his acts. The fact that he had made no communication to
Lloyd's, havýiug been interrupted before he had reached the stage
at whieh it would have been n atu-al to make such communica
tion, seems immaterial; for, had he gone as far as that, the crime
would, it ie submitted, have been practicallycomplete. There
would have remained nothing essential on his part to do, except,
ini the event of suspicion, to reiterate his dlaim. In every case,
of course, if matters go no further than "preparation," there is
stili a lous poenitentùr.

But the difficulty is to say in any case when it is too late to
repent, and tbh're is no case that re-ally affords a satisfactory
principle. It bai, been suggested, on the anaiogy oif the definiition
in the German Civil Code, that an attempt is the "commence-
ment of the execuation of a crime," or, in o4,her words, formns a
constituent part of the complete crime. Professor Salmond
acutely suggest-q that the solution may be whether the act is
itself e,.idence of the crimninal int-ent with which it is dlone: "A
criminal attemnpt bears crîminal intent upon its face. Res ipsa
loquitur." Mr. Justice Wighý'man goes very near this suggestion
in Roberts' case (Dears-. C.ý?. .539): "An act immediately con-
nected with the commission of the offence, and in truth a person
could have no other objeet than to commit the offence." But
Professzor Salmnond's seems to be too severe a~nd too objective a
test. 'No Court has vet gone to the length of suggesting that
the "attempt" should have criminalitv dlearl and objectively
stappe(l on it-, face. There is no douht that the Court of
Crirninal Appeal wcre right in quashing the conviction in
Robinsoni's case, because, ever if the police officer had gone awax'
satisfied with the appellant's story, the latter might still have
hesitatcd to "fish in the swim s0 ingeniously baitcd hy hini."

But, applying Mn. Justice Wightman's principle, it is clear
that the appellant could have had no other object than ',o de-
fraud the underwritens, though, ohjectively regarded, bis acts
might, on the mece face of them, 1be susceptible of an innocent
construction. A really satisfactony principle still remna;ns to be
eýntnciatedl.-Lau' Tirnes
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