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TRADE UNIONS IN POLITJCS.

Sonie time ago we called attention to the power which a
certain combination of trades union& in Englaxid wau able to
bring to hear upon the nieans of transportation, upon which
0wpend not only the whole industries of the country, but the
very food of those by whomn they are carried on. A condition
of things was inm*,nenýt wvhich one cani hardly bear to content-
plate, fortuna-tely the danger was for. the moment averted, but
the power for nîischief stili exists, and may nt any time be
brought into play for causes ai. trivial as those whieh actuated
it on the occasion referred to.

Only the other day an engine driver ou the Great INorthern
Railway was suispenided for flot coming to his wark at the proper
tine. Possibly hié delay may have haet serions consequences,
but that ie imnxaterial so far as he was concerned. He had beeit
guilty of a hreach of discipline, for wvhici ie was properly pun-
ished. But the authorities o>f the' union, having it i» their power
to suspend the wliole operation of the railway and 8i1 that de-
pended on it, demanded hie reinstatement, and the company
yielded. Comment is neediess.

Iii the strike which ha4 been going on iii Belgium wve have
sen siueh a coînbination dlealing-not with questiens of wages,

or hours of labour-but, with the very foundations of constitu-
tional groverniment. Yielding to the threat of the stoppage of al
industry, we have seen a Government throwing down a caret ully
eoustructed, and wisély balan'-ed systemn of represen-tation, and
sLstituting for it, at the bidding of the trades unions, universal
stiffrage putre and simple, based upon absoltite equality of the
voters. lIt may be that universal suffrage is the proper basis on
which to rest a systemt of constitutional government, but that
it should be adopted, not as the resuit of caret ni coneideration
Iy those qualified by education, training and experience to deal
with sucli subjeets, but simply at the dictatiox of a body deficient
in al) those qualîficatione., strong only in numbers, and led by
men who ean only hold their leadership by being ready to carry


