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and held to be essential, in the chris-
tian world. I am willing to give
expression to the views of our people,
andgive reasons that seem satisfactory in
my mind for the doctrines we hold and
the practice we pursue. All will
acknowledge that the most iraportant
work of life is the securing cof the
salvation of our own souls. We may
differ in opinion, in our mode of obtain-
ing that, but that is the utimate object
of our religious profession,

The church calls attention to a sal-
vation only to be realized in another
state, of a preservation from being cast
into a condition of eternal torment.
They look for this entrance into heaven
as the result of a belief in something
done without them, in an atonement
made by the crucifixion of Jesus on the
cross. On this point we materially differ,
and I feel it right to give our views
clearly. We regard salvation essential
in this present life; salvation not from
the consequence, but from the com-
missionof sin. We hold that this is-an
individual work, that no other can do
it for us however true they may be to
the requirements of divine law. We
each stand accountable to God. And
if thus saved by our individual faithful-
ness from the commission of sin,
it follows that we are free from the
consequences thereof. ~We regard it
necessary to go to first principles, to
strike at the root, to do away with evil
itself, and then we may rest in peace
about the resuits.

What are the sources which lead to
the commission of sin, and he¢w are
they to be met? We find the t the
temptation is within man. The A} ostle
James says, “ Every man is tem)oted,
when he is dvawn away of his own .lust,
and enticed. Then when lust W ith
conceived, it bringeth forth sin; ar d

sin, when it is finished, brin.seth forti1
death.” “Lust,” I considet in this
Instance, is not used in its lo\ vest sense,
but represents the cravingap etites, and
deposxgxons, that were meant for good,
but, without control, lead to wrong,

Sin is the violation of some known law
—a going in direct opposition to some
law a knowledge ot which has been
revealed to the understanding. We
are not all placed in the same condi-
tions, gifted, or environed alike. Dut
God is omnipresent and adapts his
law to meet the requirements of each
soul. There are some commandments
that are universal, encumbent upon us
as much as upon our first parents. The
keeping and dressing of the garden is
one, and the command to eat not of the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil,
which all means that we are to keep in
due bounds the anin.al and natural dis-
positions with which we are endowed,
and to let not our choice or reason
direct our movements, but God, who
has reserved to Himself the knowledge
of good and evil, and the revealing of it
to man. Obedience to this revealing
power will ever lead us in the pathway
of salvation. It is generally believed
that Eden was a located place, that the
apple, or the fruit, was something that
could be handled with the hands and
that from the taking and eating of it
our first parents fell. But to me thisis
only an allegorical statement, 1t very
beautifully represents the zelation of
each individual being to his Maker,
and the natural and necessar,y result of
exercising our own wills in ¢pposition
to the divine will. It is a pkilosophic
fact that food goes only so far asto
build up the animal life, it car not give
a conscious thought of anythiz g to the
mind, much less a sense of r ight and
wrong. Therefore we must .look for
spiritual and not literal teacl nngs i
these lessons.  All error in thee world
is traceahie to an undue eve cise of
some power God has givven m: h.

these propensities are restramed, instead
of the disorder, diser zanization and
trouble which their ind-algence .bring
therewill be a sense of peace, a st uedf
harmony with God, and a salvation
from everything that can desttoy o
parm  these blessed conditions. W

m,Ust turn our attent’pn from thg wout:



