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INTERNATIONAL

BIBLE LESSONS.

SECOND QUARTER: THREE MONTHS' STUDIES IN THE WRITINGS OF JOHN.

A. D28,
John 4. 5-26. | Commil to meiory verses 23-20.]

5 "T'hen cometh he to ty of Sa-

har, near

cob

i
[

- re.
Jesus therefore, being wearied with
- sat thus on the well:
*] and'it wasabout the sixth hour.
7 There cometh a woman of Sa-
to draw water: Je'sus
saith nito her, Give me to drink.
8 (For his disciples were gone away un'o the city to
buy meat.)

Then xaith the woman of Sa-mu/ri-a unto him, How |
is it that thon, being a Jew, nskest d of me. which
am n woman of Sa-ma/ri-n ¥ for the Jews have no deal-
ings with the Sa-mar/i-tans,

10 Je’sus answered and said unto her, If thou
knewest the gift of God, and who it i that suith to
ce me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of

e given thee living water,
aith » him, Sir, thon hast nothing
the well is deep: from whence then

er than our father Jascob, which
gave us the well, and drank thereof himself, and his
childeen, und his eattle *
13 Jessus answered und said unto her, Whosoever
drinketh of this wuter shull thirst again
14 But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shull

give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall
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{zlve him shall be in him a well of water springing up
nto everlasting life.

15 The woman saith unto him, Sir, give me this
water, that 1 thirst not, neither come hither to draw.

16 Jessus saith unto her, Go, cull thy husbund, and
come hither,

17 The woman answered and said, T have no hus-
band. Jefsus s=aid unto her, Thou hast well said, I
hive no husband:

18 For thon hast had five hushands: and he whom
leu now hast is not thy husband: in that saidst thou
truly,

19 ‘I'lie woman saith unto him, Sir, I pereeive that thon
art o prophet,

20 Onr futhers worshiped in this mountain and ye
suy, that in Je-ru'sa-lem is the plice where men vught
to worship.

21 Je'sus saith unto her, Woman, believe me. the
hour cometh. when yeshall neither in this mountain, nor
yet at Je-rw’sa-lem, worship the Father,

22 Ye worship ye know not whit: we know what we
worship: for sulvation ix of the Jews,

23 But the hour cometh, wnd
worshipers shull worship the ier in #pirit and in
truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.

24 God #s n Spirit: umd they that worship Zim must
wmhix’lmn in spirit and in truth,

25 The womin suith unto him. I know thut Mes<i%as
cometh, which is called Christ: when he is come, he
will tell us all things.

26 Je'sus said unto her, I that speak unto thee
am

w is, when the true

General Statement.

The first year of the Savionr's public ministry i3
known as * The Year of Obscurity," because so little is
revenled cogeerning it. All our information comes
from the first four chapters of John's gospel, in which
we read of a few conversations, and hints of & few mir-
acles. It is supposed that it was spent in Judea, per-
haps inthe hope that the leaders of Jewish thought
might recognize the nation's opportunity. and accept
its Messinh, But ns the months wore away the atti-
tude of the rulers became more and more unfriendly,
and, following their lead, the peo) le of Jem-nILam ws:‘w

e

religion, to be their jealons rivals, Most Jews who
Jjourneyed between Jerusalem and lee traveled
aronnd this alien country rather than pass throngh
it. but for some reason Jesus took the direct line of
travel, and hence at noon on the second duy of his jour-
ney found himself at Jacoh's well, an ancient lindmark
near the foot of Mount Gerizim. Here took plice one
of the moxt remarkable conversutions during the Suv-
jour's mini<try. It was with a woman, a Samaritan
woman, nnd & woman who had been leading an un-
chaste life, Yet she was at the same time n person of
mind, but quick in perception, apt to un-

opposed to their Saviour. Indeed. gl
ministry of Jesus his strongest friends were in the

rovinces, an i his bitterest enemies in the capital. At
Knt he determined to leave the hard soil of Judea, and
seek the more promising field< of Galilee. On his way
Iay the province of Samaria, inhabited by a people who
were suficiently related to the Jews, both in race and

Explanntory and

Verse 5. Then cometh he, It was the middle of
the Saviour's funrm-y, about & day and a bhalf after
leaving Jerusalem. Sam . The central province
of western Palestine, named from the city which had
formerly heen its capital. Its people clnimed descent
from Josepl, but their blood was undoubtedly mixed
with that of foreign races, as their religion wasmingled
with foreign superstitions. Their origin is reluted in
2 Kings 17, 2341, A small remnant of this people still
are found around Monnt Gerizim, Syehar. This was
formerly supposed Lo refer to Shechem, the early capi-
tal of the section: but it is now believed to have been
a little village half a mile north of Jacob's well ealled
Askar. Near to the pareel. This region belonged to
the tribe of Ephraim, the son of Joseph; and was the
only part of Palestine that was conquered by the Israel-
ites during the life-stime of Jucob. By Jacob's dying
commandment this * portion® (Heb. Shechem) was
given to Joseph's descendants. See Gen. 48, 22,

6. Jacob's well. The traveler finds this well at the
present time on ight eminence at the foot of Monnt
“lerizim, It i8 nine feet in diameter, and seventy-five
feet deep. bat contains no water except in the rainy
season. There is no mention in_the Old Testament of
this well having been dug by Jacob: but its loeation
agrees with the account of his 1i it was evidently
made by one who fonnd the springs at the foot of the

in already pre-ocenpied. Wearied with his

journey. He had traveled on foot thirty-five miles,

no
derstand the divine teachings of the Saviour, and,
withal, possessing force and influence in the commun-
ity. This wax perhaps the reason why the Saviour
cl:ose such a person to receive some of his most exalted
instrnctions, and the first open decluration of his Mes-
sinhship.

Practical Notes.

Our Saviour a8 a man was like ourselves, susceptible to
heat and eold. hunger and thirstand weariness, (1) Lef
the tived toiler remember thet he has a Suviowr who
knows his condition and can feel svith him. Bat thus.
Literally, * as he was,” tived ar. worn-out. The oll
apostle remembers the verv appearance of his Master
on thatday. Thesixih hour. Twelve o’clock, nceord-
ing to the Jewish notation of time.

7. There cometh, THow little thai woman knew
that the erisis of her life was nwaiting her at that mo-
ment! How fortunate that she did not lose her oppor-
tunity of salvation and honor by one moment's neglect !

woman of Samaria. Of the province, not of the
1 Samaria. which was seven miles distant
w water, She held her line and leathern
1 for Oriental wells are not provided with these
implements, Jesus safth, He saw in a moment her
charancter, the hunger of her soul, the waiting possibili-
tie# in her nature, and he resolved to save her, (2) 0
JSor more_of our Master's love of souls! Give me to
drink, He was thirsty, but he used his thirst as a
means of approach to the woman's heart. How =kill-
fully he turned the conversation from the water of
Jacoh's well to the water of life | (3) Let us follow our
Saviour in using our hours of resting and velaxation in
doing good.

8. His disciples. Prohably the six rveferred to in
Lesson 11, and others, us this was a year later. Were
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