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THE SPELLINO- PROBLEM.

11v E. N. BitowN, B.A., LACIDuNE.

The new educatien bas transformed, the methods of teach-
ing spellingr as of ail other subjects. But the resuits oh-
tained have been se, utisatisfactory that a feeling has arisenl
that the methods demand revision. There lias, in ceuse-
quence, beeii a re-avrakeningr of interest ii. the subjeet, and
prorninent educationists have begrun to enquire iuto the
cause of the bad spelling- iii our schos. 1 shall endeavour
te hringt I)ek>re yeni seme ef the latest attempts that have
been muade te solve the spellingr preblem.

The new education lias condemned oral spelliug. Speli-
iugr is for writingi, not for speaking, and is therefere to ho
learned througrh the eye, net the ear. With oral spelliixgr
lias gone the sipellingo-matceh, which was suchi a, preminent
feature ef the old scoels. With oral spelling lias disap-
peared. aise, syllabicatien, and C-e-n s-t-a-ui t-i n-e p-I-e, net
te mnention C-o-n, Con s-t-a-n. stan t-i. ti n-e, ne, p-1-e.
Constantinople, is no longer heard. The alphabetie met.hod
of teachingr reading has been relenated te an effete past,
and cat is 110w cal, and net c-a-t, cat. The old-faishioiied
spellingc-book with its colunus of words w ithout connection,
and its long list of rides and longer list et exceptions lias
shared a, similar fate. Words must be leittned as parts ef a
s eiitence, for the senten~ce is fý1e u~nit of t.hought, and dicta-


