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lIt is the distinctive mark of tlie Bible, that whichi accounits for ifs boilig grivon
by inspirationî of God, that it is profitable for the religious PIposes mcntiouied
above, and is iuthoirittive for thiese purposes. Oter books may bc as truce
-no inspiration ean be truer than Euclid or Leedeb t tese other
bookis are not Bibles, because, they are iiot profitable, for the puyp1oses menx-
tioncd by Paul. Now whiat lias been dug up) is not Bible, but lîîstory. We
learai froin it sonxetlîiîx we dlid neot know before about people mnentioxcd in
flic Bible ; or sorncetlim<)r whiclî tli Bible lias already told us is told uis agaili.
AI! this is important, and is very initercstiiug(. .Just as wu fec! a peculûir res-
pect for the cover of our Bible and its blank leaves, so wc (Io for its history.
There were a hundred pagan kings of 'Moab, but -we care vcry little for
any of thein cxcept 11clslia, and for Iii oîily because lie is meîxtioned ini the
Bible as one who rebelled against the King of Judah. Wlxcnl, tluum, a stoîxe-
ivas foutud twenity ycars ag(,o in Dibbon côntaining Mesha's owvi accouit of
bis rebelliomi anîd expeditioxis, it iras intcnisely interesting, :iud I ias glad
myself to give wecks to its âtudy-but it -%as not Bible. lIt clid not niýake
the B3ible one whit more proftable for-doctrine, for reproof, for caDrrectioni,
for instruction in riglîiteousniess. lIt only illustrated theBible iii its historical
and non vital part, iii tliat which, is its lifeless vesture, aidc. nut thjaz ihichi is
its living soul.

We inust not forget tlme definiitýon of o," , Lord, ' Tle word wliicx 1
speak unto you, it is spirit and it is life." lIt is that wliich is spiritual and
vital -tyichl is valuable ; the lessox', not the paraible. My 1paraxie of the
E ibl& would conipare it -witli the rii'd, the slhell, anîd the kernel ol a inet. 1
takie a walîîut inii my liand and tear of tîme mid ; tlîat lias bccîi îaluiable;
without it the nut could xîot, have grown ; but it is %vithout life, uniproductive,
cannot gro , caunot miairitain or reproduce life. '£ien tlicrc is the slhoîl ; it
lias beeîx useful. essential, lias protected the life wvithiin, and lias r-owin -witli
it ; but it lias no iinlîerert life, is as dcad as the wvood ùu the desk befere nie,
is cqually unable te maintain or reproduce life. But witliin tiiese envelopes
is tue h-criiel ihiclî is ail life. lIt nahitains its life -wlien dropped froin the
tree ; it ivili support life, or it -will grow intte a new aund iuultitudinous gencr-
ation of life. The Itil le lias grown witli its comcentrie parts, soaxe ol tliern
protcctivc and sone vital ; aIl important, but inot ill cqually se ; its sirit and
its lite are at its centre. lIt nccdcdl is rind of lîistoi-y-out of tîmat it grew,
and could not h-ave grown otherwise-but in tliat -there is no life ; tliat is
not the Bible %v.e lîold dear. lIt needcd its liarder sheli of argumient or doc-
trine, iiccessary to its growth ; but this is not its life. The kornel of its lite
is iii thiat -wlich is food for the sotil aumd stimulus for the conîscienîce ; it is iii
tie brcid of life and ltue water of life wliiclî .esus gives. Tliat is vitail.id tliait
isinourislîingt. 0f course tie parable is uxet perf.et-no payaýble is. Rind
and kerniel, listory and instruction, are dloser comnectcd ini thme Bible, liero

Iand fliere, tlîan t]iey are in the nut ; but the -nirallel holds nievertless, aud
ivwe nust, ini our tîmouglît and study of the Bible, kcep ei'er in clear distinc-
tien the trcimnendous, relative value of uts vital part, amîd tlie comparative
ivortlilcssniess of wliat is lifeless, and, it miay bc, as in thme case of thc elabor-
ate Jewislî ritual, tr-ansient, iniperfect, and oîily relativcly truc.

What, tlîeîî, is the wanîhich -te, as levers of the Bible, get frein tiiese
rc-marhkable dirceveries iii the reins of old and buried citics? S inîp)ly this-
a fullear aid cîcarer undlerst-indimg ci tho lîistory ini wliich flic Bible is set.
The jewcl is prcr.ious aud the settiig is initerestingi aud important. We
vailue the setting as welI as the jewel, but not as inuch. Me izecp in mmnd
their relative values. WVe know timat the setting is for the jewcl, uxot tho
jewel fer tlme setting. W'c mil dig eut of Nineveli or Babylon or Pitlin
nething about the doctrine or instruction, but wre Nvill dig up imcli about tlime
lxistory, mucli tliat was in the book, but net iin tlîe essential Bible.

When tlîe p)alace of JKing Sennacherib of Ninlevehl was opencd, bis ovni
contemnporar3' ainaIs wero found, written iii bis own life, at lus oîvn order,


