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IRISH MISSIONARIES.
Tite natiotîs have tlicir 1).rts assi.gned
Tite dc-af one %vatclics for the blind
Tite. blsind for Jin iluat Iuc:rs siot lîcars
Harnioiiious a-t the hcaveauIy spiiercs,
Despite their outward fre.t aud jar,
Their 111u11tid llziniStraltioSI .11C

--AU1BREY DE VmE.

HS worl is a stage on whichi each .man plays a part
ssined to hiim by an all-wisc Providence. Thîis part is

called the mnan's vocation. Its proper fulfilment is
destincd to advance, hoivever feebly, some cause. This

is called the man's mission. A person becomes identified with
the cause th-at he espouses ; so that, the noble r the cause that it
is bis mission to further, the nobler he beco-iies. The noblest of

causes is the cause of religion, the cause of the one true religion,
of Catholicity. He, therefore, who is called upon to do a work
for the Catholic Clîurch, has a mission that raises him above his
fellowv-beings.

WVhat is truc of' individuals, is truc of nations. And this
cîinoblirig religious mission is 1Ireland's mission. Tlic plîlosophy
of the history of lreland tliat procecds from any other hypothesis,
than that the Irish people are destined, by Providence, to be the
aposties, witncses atid defenders of God's Truth, will inevitably

become cntangled i a mnaze of inexplicable mysteries. Once

admitted that Ille lrislh nation has received thc task, not of
developing commerce, nor of perfecting agriculture, nor of con-

ferring any such temporal benefit on mnankind, but of bestowing
on others that faith which they thcmnseivcs so chcrish, the finger

of' God becomes visible in every phase of Uic nation's existence.
The Irish race is a race of miissionaries.

M hen God caîls an individual to a ighl mission, H-e fits hlm

for tlîe acconiplislrnent of tlîc duties inhierent in bis mission. This
principle, applicd to nations, expiains the highl state of civilization

that ircland liad attnined berore tic arrivai of~ lier apostle St.

Patrick. It is wvell known to aintiquiarlins that wliîen tlîe iii-

habitants of the neihboring countries wvere painted savages, the


