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Fivelity to Principles in Politics

= HE sphere of politics is connected most intimately with
! fhe government of any country; and the government of
a country usually is established by the people. They are

el living in one gre’xt community; they have common in-
terests and they have given powers to certain bodies of men to
look al’ter those interests for the common good of all. Hence, it
becomes anyone desiring to enter politics to show that he has the
interest of the people at heart, and that he is ready to do what is
fair and honest under all circumstances. And, when he has attained
to a seat in Parliament, he should steadily aim to advance the good
of those who have placed him there, and not-only that, but the wel-
fare of the nation in general. He is there in trust, and must answer
to his constituents, as well as to his country.

Now, above all, and hefore all things else, a politician, espe-
cially if he be a Cathohc, should adhere ﬁrm]y to the principles of his
faith. He ought never to sacrifice the interests of the Church to the
interasts of the Staté. Why so? Because the Church is superior
to the State, The Church is universal; at least the Catholic Church
is, and, moreover, this institution is the one government estab-
lished directly by God. And it is doing His work on earth. While,
on the other hand, a.purely human government is merely the crca-
tion and servant of the people of its own particular state. It is
for this reason, therefare, that a conscientious politician must not
make the State superior to the Church. If a Catholic does so, he
is no Catholic at all; .and he can never be one until he rectifies his
mistake. Moreover, one who is not guided by the principles of
'relxgxon is seldom restrained by any principles whatever. In poli-
tics he is likely to become corrupt, and even dangerous to the coun-
try. Thi$ has often been ‘éxemplified in the French Parliament,
where unprmcxpled scoundrels have repeatedly looted and burned
‘the property and destroyed the lives of the very citizens whom they
.ought to” havé’ protected Another example, exhibiting the direct
«opposxte of the’ evxIs just mentxoned was the action of Mr. Devlin
in 1896, if T remember nght] /s when that most honorable gentleman
stood " firi” for fis” r‘ehgxonz and withdrew himself from hlS party
over the’ M'u{xtoba School Bill. Heis famous now, if only for that
one act alone So, thete onTy remams for a gentleman, and a man
of noble eharacter, 6 eSpouse true religious principles in pohf:xcs,
and to follow ‘them uaswervingly. He will then always be found




