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THE RURAL CANADIAN.

GOOD PAY TO AGENTS.

Xgente wanted {n every villago, town. and township, to mako
s thorough oanvass for the KURAL CaNapiN. Liboral induoce-
moeuta. Work to commouco at onos.  For full particolars ad-

dre
" 0. SLAORETT ROBINSON,
Jordan Street, Toronto, Publisher,

Che Fural Canading,
TORONTO, DECEMBER, 1883.

THE RURAL CANADIAN FOR 18S4.

THIRD YEAR OP PUBLICATION |

Tae Rrpan Cassviay will shortly enter on its
third year, and, we arv pleased to be able to say,
with very encouraging prospects for the future.
It is unnecessary to specify the featurcs of the
paper for the coming year. Wo efforts will be
spared to make its visits interesting and useful to
those who farm, to those wko grow fruit, to those
who raise poultry, to those who breed stock, to
those who make butter aad chevse, and to those
who keep house. The young ladics of the house
hold will find in cach issue, a picee of music which,
during the year will be worth o good dval more
than the subseription : while *“ Young Canada,” a
favourite departinent in the past, will be continued.
Dlostrations will only be inserted as found neces-
gary to add value to th~ letter press.  Smgle copy
ono year, §1. The publisher offers the following

INDUCEMENTS 70 CLUBS:
Cluts of five with free copy to getter-up of club, §4.

R 1 . B " " &5,
" ten - " " §i.

In cvery case the paper will be furnished from
this ont till the end of 1834, on above iferms.
Afoney musy accompany crder; rezistered letters
&} our risk.

AMay wo ask our fricnds to commencn work st
once? An hour’s canvassing now will give tet
ter resuitsghan a whale day later on.  Begin with
yo 'é'ﬂvours. In many cases they only re-
qng%askud in erder o secure their names,
Speaimen numbers sent free on application.

O Brackerr Robixsos,

5 Jondan Strect, Toronto. Publisher.
L 3

A SOORT CLOUP OF CLOVEL SEED.
Two or thnw causes have cambiced to pro-
duce a shert crop of claver swd in Oalario this
year. First, the wet weather in July hinderad
baying operatisng, and ke sacond erop made a
lats start. Secondly. the widge bas been very
destructive in nearly all parts of the Irovinee,
and esrecially in the dirtricts where the bulk of
our clover sedd is grown. Thirdly, the early
frosts did much batm to all late crope, destroy-
ing cvaay field that cscared the ravages of tue
midge. Aud it is no doubt true, alse, that the
clover cop matanad mere slowly than asual this
year, parlly co acconnt of rank growth and parlly
on scconnt of low temperature. The lossiss very
serions one, and all Wis moro so for followinn thoe
cno cflast year. Qar readers will emember that
by the ecverity of winlkr and spring frosts last
year e claver was cithier killN or rviad oud
22l copequcotly that thare was 1o sad crop
worth meniioniny  Farmers whn soand this
Fear wese chiand 86 ga o tie market for seed,
s0d a3 the price was bich and tho cdover camo
ot of vindr quarters, Insking healthy sed wigor
oz, it may le Jeabiad if an averaze srea has
besn ecwa. 1tz =t all events reazonabls th sop-
e tist wasy weall ba fnenurazad to trust ap

pearsties, snd taks ths riek of lwsing a season’s

crop. Wo any losing one season’s orop, for, &s
overy farmer knows, the clover is a biennial plant
and dies after ripening the second year's sced.
Whoover, therofore, has taken the risk this year,
confiding in the prospect of an aburndant harvest
of sced, must cither make up his mind to sow
next yenr or to abide tho result. In any case
seed must rule high in tho market for some time,
oven assuming that there is not a recurrence of
injury by frost or of destruction by the ravages of
the midge. The value of clover, both for forage
and fertilization, can hardly bo over-estimated in
the eystem of farm culture which prevails in
Ontario, and any useful suggestions that may be
offered on the subjert now cannot fail to proeve
of great value. Thero is little doubt but that the
midge has come to stay for a fow years, unless
human ingenuity can cheat it out of existence.
What can be done? e know this much of its
natural history—that two broods are brought
forth cnch season, the eggs of which are deposited
m the flower of the clover in the months of June
and August. It is the second brood that works
havoo to clover seed, and the only way to escape
its ravages is to bring the clover into flower
cither teo early or too Iate to suit tho purpose
of & Lkatchery for the midge. A plan that has
worked very satisfnctorily this ycaris to pasture
the clover up to the 10th or 15th of June; then,
taking offthe cattle, leave it to maturo a crop
of sced. Thos: who tried this method have
found that the sced was sgo far advanced
before tho eqgs of the August brood were laid
that little or no harm was dene. The fact that
tho clover midge has this year cxtended to nearly
all jarts of the Province maekes it imperative
that cvery farmer should know its habits and
take iotclligent means to minimize the less
which it causes.

4 COURSE OF READING.

It is quite possible for & man to be a suc-
cessful farmer without the knowledgo of * book-
learning,” as it is called. But all other things
being equal, the most successful farmer will be
found to bo the man pessessing the bighest aver-
age of intelligence.  Experience is worth & great
deal in tilling the soil, growing field crops, pro-
ducing fruits, or breeding and feeding live stock.
But «xperience is & dear scheolmaster, and the
greater the number of useful ideas we get from
other men the better we are equipped for fighting
the battle of hifir, whatever our pursuit or oceupa-
tion may be. It is not possible that every far-
mer's sen can iake a course at our Agricultursal
College; perhaps it is not even desirable. We
would nod, if we could, bave all our farmers
trained to follow ono system, for it is largdy by
indepcndent enquiry that new methods snd re-
sults are cbtained.  The professors know a goed
dead, but they don't know sll that is worth know.
ing; and we woald back the #2:gregate of com-
moen-scnso intelligence on the farm against all
the schools.  The individusl, whoever he may
be, has a great desd to learn before he can pre-
sume to reach that aggregate, but the nearer Lo
comes fo it thn bettar ftted e will be to £ill his
erhiere. A judicione crurse of reading, crvening
the gencral feld of agricultare and giving sonnd
infermatirn Lased en & wide range of expericuce,
world bo invalosble ¢ every youns man who in
tend $o make his living cat of the farm. The
Coupcil of the Agricultural Assceiation, wo think,
Lave shown much wisdom ja propesing such a
eoursy, ircinding o regular yearly examination
thaeroon, condneted at the same time and en the
samo yplan zs the High School Inkermediate Ex-
smipaticns.  The rrizes snd tho standing which
may bo obtained by tho sons of farmers who take

the courso of reading recommenided and go up for
oxamination will bo of certam worth; but far
greater will be tho bepefit from tho knowledgo
thus acquired. The long winler evenings on
which we have now enterod cannot be better
spont than in the study of tho staudard text-books
named in the Couucil’s circular. An eduoated
yeomanry will make for Ontario an enduring
place in the agrioultural annals of the world, and
if the Council but succeed with its schemo it will
have established for itself a new and valuable
claim to public gratitude. Whother it suceeed or
fail depends on the resolve of farmers' sons.

Information as to the courze will bo fouud in
the circular on Agricultural Education which
appears in another column.

ASHAMED OF THL "R LDENTITY.

PicTuResQUE  Cavapa.—Mr. Belden, agent for
“ Picturesquoe Canads,” has had an interview with
the Cistoms Depurtmeont with respect to the printed
matenal fur the bouk brought 1nto Canada. Ho de-
sires a lower valuation for duty than the regular one,
on tho ground that the expensive plates were manu-
factured in Canada, thcugh the printing has boen done
in New York. The Department #ill meet his views
to a considerable extent.

The nbove extract from a recent batch of the
Mail's Ottawa correspondence, contains more ab.
solute untruth (though chiefly by inference) than
any press paragraph which bas ever como under
our notice. It may bave been published in good
faith, but cither the Customs Department or the
correspondent, or both, have been ¢ stuffed ** by
the precious Mr. Belden—the Agent (as ho wishes
to make himself appear) of “Picturesque Canada.”
(1) Mr. Belden 38 the owner of the work and is the
same Belden so noterious in the Atlas business ;
hence his desire to appear to the public only as
agent. (2) The present, o recent valuation was en-
forced by tho Minister of Customs some months
since, after examining into sind confirming state-
mente of fraud, smuggling, and false entries by theo
Beldens, in bringing in their stuff. (8) Every par-
ticle of work on the plates is and has alwsysbeen
donoe in New York, as has everything clso in con-
nection with the book, except the drawing of a
fow pictures by Mr. U'Brien, and some hali-dozen
pictures by as many other Canadian artists.
Even many of the drawings (which were gaaran-
teed by the prospectus to be * original and pre-
parcd expressly for the work™) are sketches of
scenery in Connecticut, or the Adirondacks,
bought, * ready made,” from tho collections of
some American artists, palmed off on subscribers
as Cancdian scenes.

No wonder the Beldens wish to retain their
incrynity in connection with * Picturesque Can-
ada.”

THE GEAPES OF A SEASOX.

BY ANNIE L. JACR.

QOnly ono bunch left of our threo thomsand
poucds,” I say, as we are talking of grapes when
near Christmas.  ** And what kiod may that
be? " inguires a friend. 1 answer ** Duockhess,™
and ndd, that I wish instead of ono vino I had a
hnndred in fruitage, for it well repaid my faithin
purchaso and planting.

The fruit keeps well, is free from fexz-vines, and
the closters, long and Iarge, closo on the stem,
and of a brglit-yellawich green, clear and fair,
It was ripe before the Concord in tlis Prowineo
of Qaebee.  Among fifteen vanieties that froited
with ue, it steed finst for white, whilo Brighten
for rd, saud Moero’s Early for black, ook first
rank. Weo also fruited tho new white grape,
© Nisgara,” and with us it proved all that was
represented.  Buat the flavour of Dachess was
found cupenior. Scveral of Charles Arnold's
socdlings, that bavo frnitod with us for years, al-



