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bastor and Peopie.

BETWEEN THE LIGHTS,

A little pause in life, while daylignt lingers,
Between the sunset and the pale moonnse,

When daily labour slips from weary fingers,
And soft, gray shadows veil the aching eycs.

Peace, peace-- the Lord of earth and heaven knoweth
The human soul in all its heat and stnfe ;

Qut of His throne no stream of lethe floweth,
But the cleat river of eternal hfe.

Sarve Him in daily work and earnest living.
And faith shall Bift thee to 1is sunlit heights,
Then shalla psalm of glulnes. and thank~giving
Fill the calm hour that comes berween ~h- highte,
—Sunday Magazme.

ISRAEL IN THE TIME OF SOLOMOWN.

Y MISS J. GIBION, OTTAWA,

(Cl’lh.‘/lll!’c‘({)

The great event in the relynous life of the nation was the
erection of the Temple of Jehovah, the pride and glory of
Israel. To Solomon was given the honour of building the
“ House of the Lord.” At the beginning of his rergn Solo.
mon, in obedience to the charge ol ins father, 1esoned to
undertake this sacred task. Tune people, reahizing the import.
ance of having one religious centre in the kingdom, heartily
co-operated with the kming, The matenals were gathered
together and immense levies of men were sent to work in the
quarries and the forests of Lebanon. All the stone was pre-
pared in the quarry so that there would be * nenther hammer
nor axe nor any tool of iron heard in the house while
it was in building.” Thus ** Like some tall palin, the noise-
less fabric sprung.” The interior was hned with cedar,
carved with figures of pilm-trees, fl wers and cherubim, and
all overlaid with pure gold.  Buth Jews and Gentles were
engaged in building the temple. The superintendent of all
the fine work was Hiram, the son ot an Israelte and a Gen-
tile. He was * skilful to work in gold and in silver, in brass,
in iron, in stone and in timber, in purple, in blue, and in fine
linen and in crimson.” All the things of brass, including the
two magnificent pillars, Jachin and Boaz, which were at the
entrance of the porch, were cast *'in the plain of Jordan,”
“in the clay ground hetween Succoth and Garthan” The
temple was about twice the size of the tabernacle and of the
same general plan. Compared with any of the religious
buildings of the surrounding nauons, the architecture of the
temple might seem insigmficant. The exterior was strikingly
plain, but the value of the materials employed exceeds any-
thing told us of contemporary temples.  Reverence for the
God of Israel was marked throughout the entire building. In
the Holy of Holies *the pure spiri.uality of Jehovah was
sublimely indicated by the absence of any symbol of His
presence.” The temple occupied scven years in building.
I"or the first time since the Ex)idus the moaths and years are
recorded. Great were the preparations for the dedication of
the temple. It was the time for the national Feast of Tab.
ernacles, and the two solemnities were jnined. From the
utmost extremities of the kingdom the people flocked. Two
great processions advanced towards the capital amidst loud
and universal rejoicings. Reverently the priests carried the
ark into the dark room where the golden cherubim alone
waited to receiveit. Theking in grand state, followed by his
officers and attendants, entered the court and took his seat
on the brazen scaffold which was erected for the special
occasion. As the priests came out the iult.tude of music-
ians and singers burst forth into the joylul refrain, * For He
is good, and His mercy endureth forever.” At the same
instant the symbol of the Divine presence was recognized.
*“ The house was filled with a cloud,” * for the giory of the
Lord had filled the house of the Lord.” At this supreme
moment Solomon arose and blessed the whole congregation
of Israel standing before him. He then went forward to the
altar, and kneeling down, with his hands stretched torth unto
heaven, gave utterance to one of the most sublime prayers
that ever ascended to God. The numerous ceremonies con-
nected with the consecration of the sanctuary to God were
performed by Solomon himself. The priests are only men-
tioned as being the bearers of the ark. Solomon on this
occasion united the two offices of priest and king.

We can but faintly imagine what a sacred joy the temple,
thus dedicated to God, must have been to all the Jews. Year
by year as they thronged to Jerusalem at the great feasts,
they would rejoice in the ever-increasing beauty of the Holy
City, and their hearts would be stirred with loyal and patri-
ouz emotions. The splendid ritual of the temple service
wovld quicken their religious feelings and send them home
rejoicing in the worship of the true God, the Jehovah of their
fathers,

Side by side with the material prosperity and religious
zeal of the nation, there was also a corresponding advance in
Iterary development. As frequently illustrated in history, a
period of peace in a nation's history is always favourable to
culture, and intercourse with foreign countries widens the
intellectual range.  So it was in the reign of Sulomon. There
was a distinct rise of histonical and poeucal Inerature, to
which Solomon contributed largel. ** He spake <hree thou-
sand proverbs, and his songs were a thousand and five.”
Most of his songs were lost, but in his Song of Songs we
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have a beautiful example of his poctical style. He left no
region of knowledge unexplored. * He spake of trees, from
the cedar tree that is in Lebanon to the moss that springs
out of the wall,” and also “ of beasts ard of fow! and of
creeping things and of fishes,” The wave of poetical feeling,
begun in David's reign, was carried onward in Solomon's time,
and many poets and singers arose in Israel. Historians also
began to keep regular chronicles of the kingdom.

But there is 2 darker side to the picture. Solomon, the rep-
resentative of the splendours of monarchy,was to be the cause
of its ruin and downfall. To gratify his passion for luxury he
forced labour and cruel burdens on the people.  Their time
and work and money were extorted in order that he might
carry out his expensive projects.

“ 1t came to pass when Solomon was old that his wives
turned away his heart after other gods.” He who in his early
piety built the * House of the Lord,” “in his latter days”
bullt altars for strange gods. Polygamy was one of his
fatal errors. These * strange wives” from Moab, Ammon
Edom, Prae ncia turned away his heart,” and influenced him
to set up an 1dolatrous worship. This demoralization of the
pure and spinitual religion of Jehovah did not tend to make
the king increase in favour with his subjects. Already clouds
were looming up over the horizon of a glad and peaceful
reign. It would seem that in his latter days Solomon was
more of a despot than ever. * The heavy yoke,” “the
grevous service,” “the chasusement of whips,” could not
be submitted to wnhout rebellion. The end of Soiamon's
reign s disappminuing and sad.  The seeds of disruption
were already suwn, and the people were ripening for revolt.
Though this was the period of Israel’s highest glory, it was
also the begimming of its sad decline, The history of the
divided k:ngdom in the following reign is but the outburst
of the storm of rebeihon which haa been indicated by the
gathering clouds of discontent in the latter days of Solomon.
Israel, Gad’s chosen people, were scattered never again to be
united under an earthly king. The pronuse, * Thy kingdom
shall be established forever,” given to David so recemly

esmed entnely frusirated. But the nation has still the hope

of a glorious future, when David's Greater Son shall reign
over the once agtin united kingdom, and the glorious words
of prophecy shall be fulfilled :  Thus saith the Lord God ;
Behold 1 will take the children of Israel from among the
heathen, whither they be go1e, and will gather themn on every
side, and bring them into their own land - and I will make
them one nation, in the Jand vpon the mountains of Israel ;
and one King shall be King to them all: and they shall be
no more two nations, neither shall they be divided into two
kingdoms any more at all.* (Ezek. xxxvii. 15-22.)

BEING HAPPY.

It is by no means impossible to imagine a world where
existence would be constant suffering, :he conditions now
brought about by disease the normal ones, the body such that
every sense should be an avenuse for pain, and every nerve a
string to vibrate with agony. We might be as painfully
conscious of all the involuntary working of the vital organs
as we are now blissfully unconscious of it ; every breath
might give us a twinge, and every beat ot the heart thrill us
with anguish. But so attractive is mere existence made that
we always think of an ammal’s ife as joyous; and the
higher the creature the more intense we suppose the joy to
be. Not unnaturally, then, it is assumed that God meant
human life to be accompanied with the greatest pleasure ; and
the search for happiness has a perfectly reasonable basis.

The animals to which we attribute the greatest enjoyment
are not such as the sponge or the oyster, but those like the
birds or butterflies. Not indolence and sluggishness, but
tireless activity is the ideal of pleasure, and the pleasure is
thought of as proportioned to the action in the allotted sphere.
We find no evidence of cravings destined to remain ungrati-
fied ; and even pain appears as a merciful warning from
wrong courses. So it is ordered of God that happiness comes
in the discharge of duty ; our unsatisfied longings only
prompt us to seek that which can fill them ; and the frequent
disappointments and vexations only tell us that we are wan-
dering from the right path and warn us against going further
astray. The wants of the humblest human being can be met
by nothing less than God : they point to a blessedness that
is higher than happiness, and is itself only a prophecy of
future bliss. Whatever the man of the world may gain, what-
ever Christians may lack, the one must remain in darkness
that can be felt, the others have in their dwellings the true
Light.

The question how to be happy is no new one. Centuries
ago men were seeking an answer to it ; some found it, as
they thought, in deadening the heart until there should be an
utter indifference to pleasure and to pain; others, in the
enjoyment of everything that could gratify the lower nature,
The philosophers that tried the cne course cut a sorry figure
in history , the ruler of the world at that period had every-
thing that he desired, and thé men of his day represented him
as by common consent the most ‘sretched of men. It was at
that time that a despised sect, in an ohscure province, with-
out comfurts and in peril of their lives, found the coveted
secret, and lived and died happy because of the love of a
Savicur in whose name they were telling others the same
sectet. How much improvement on their method has the
world been able to offer since then ?—Golden Rule.

tiory 23ed, 1896.

SABBATH SCHOOL STATISTICS.

The following statistics for the United States and British
American provinces were presented to the Sixth International
Convention, by Mr. E. Payson Porter, Statistical secretary :

United States Sabbath  Teachers Scholars. Total,
Schools. & Officers.
Alabama............. 3573 22,340 193,823 210165
Alaska Territory.... . 14 52 1,100 1,152
Arizona Territory. ...« 32 222 1,309 1,591
Atkansas cooe i evaane 1,712 11,905 94,305 100 270
Calitornias . covveennas So3 7,303 71,087 79 350
Colorado vvvvenennn.. 423 4,084 32 141 30 225
Connecticit eevevenn .. 1,112 10,254 149 999 109 283
Delaware .o ... veee .. 217 2,913 22,760 25 619
District of Columlna .. 194 4,034 44 Y70 49,004
Flotida ............. 1,050 0,158 30,304 62,752
Georgia voeee.n... vee 6,748 $5.338 208 408 353330
ldaho Terntory ...... 43 390 3.223 3019
MINOIS vovvveviennsas 0,908 77,213 332,750 650,969
Indian Territmy...... 200 1,333 10,455 11,788
Indiana .... §508 45,100 374,185 419 294
lowa ...... 5,012 43.295 319028 302,423
Ransas «ovene anen 3,544 32,1352 214 422 240 354
Kentucky . ..o, 2,647 35000 223.801 257.407
Louvisiana ..vvevvninan 22 4151 32m7 30,748
Maine .. coevnnn.nt. 1,330 11,625 92,87§ 104, 500
Maryland.... ........ 2,120 20,05 200,190 232,203
Massachuseits oo.oanen 1,790 33023 257 303 271 510
Michivan ........ . 3500 3750 277,200 315.000
Minnesota oo .ol 4. 1,504 15004 133784 143 793
Missisaippe . ...l ceeen 1,014 1,707 Sg,077 90 444
Missourtesee. ... teasan 3955 37,254 28uq22 218,200
Momana............ . 122 745 5.883 6,023
Nebraska o0 oviels 2,314 23329 1011y 184,338
Nevada.eeee coeneness 30 S12 2,600 2.872
New Hampshie... .. 510 0,040 49 335 35975
New Jersey .. .. ..., 2,000 33709 247,048 ad1 337
New Mextco ‘funtary 45 223 1345 1,570
New Yotk oo.... ... 793 108,272 979,415 1,087 057
Noith Carolina. . ...... 30273 32,172 235013 287,185
North Daketa......... 500 2 700 25240 23 000
[ T N 0,700 S8 gur 620107 703 308
Oklahoma Territry . 45 300 2 330 270
Oregoneeeen.. oo 200 2,531 20,749 23 250
Pennsylvania..... e 5720 123,484 9bg,399 1,098,083
Rhode Isant......... 310 § 178 49.422 54,000
South Carolwma.. 1,607 13084 103,315 110, 369
Scuth Dakota. ... .. Svo o, 300 4o, 700 47 000
‘Tennessee ce iveenn 4 224 S0t 274,500 312,570
T .ee 307 23001 190,625 213,736
Uah Territory. .. .. 93 334 0,741 7:295
Vermont o.eveevnnes 632 7,300 53509 61 199
Vitginia .... ... ... 3.907 43.531 253330 320,507
Washington .......... 732 42100 20,473 33683
West Virginivee oo, . .. 1,958 19 212 120,811 130,023
Wisconsin,.oeevee.. 1,010 15,211 114 SOy 130,0%
Wyoming Terntory . .. .. 69 332 25106 3.148
Total for United States.. 105,252 1,143,190 5,043,235 9.750,445
Canada

(071171 1 Y 3wyt 37,870 320,013 358 9%
Quebec.. ..o .o.o.e 707 J 03y qu, 128 44,7607
Nova Scotia.... c.oue. Sug 0,195 35 457 01,082
New Brunswick....... . 567 200 G414 40,711
Prince Edward Ivand.. 159 1,u31 9551 10 GU§
Manitoba ....ooial.. 150 000 3,000 3 Loo
British Columbia ...... [H 57 427 453
Total for Canada 0 U89 $3.700 472023  £28,329
Newfoundland and La.

brador....... Ceeiaa 33 2,102 22,517 24 979

Total for United :sl:u;..s
and  British  American

Provinces ....... ... . 115,255 1,201,058 9,138,605 10,330.753

AOW IT SHOULD BE DONE.

I is impossible to carry on the work of the Lord without
money. ‘There are various branches of that work which
would suffer materially were Christians to withdraw their aid.
The Home and Foreign missionary must be supplied with
the means of subsistence, the pastor must have his hire, and
the various benevolent operations of the Church can be carried
on only by the contributions of God's people. But the import.
ant question with the Church is, “ How shall this money be
obtained ?” Various are the modes by which this money is
made to drop out of the hands of the people into the treasury
of the Lord. Fairs, festivals, suppers, concerts and numerous
other questionable means are made use of to aczomplish the
desired end. The argument generally advanced in support
of the above modes is that they bring aid from such as are
outside of the Church, and v hich would otherwise not be
received, ard in this ‘vay the world is inveigled into support.
ing the cause of Christ. This certainly is questionable work.
It is getting money by delusion, and it is doubtful whether
God looks with favour upon any of these modes. If we were a
missionary on home or foreign ground we should feel very
badly were *ve aware of the fact that the money sent for our
support had been squeezed out of the geople at an oyster sup-
per or church festival.  Besides, this is not by any means
benevolence. It 15 nothing more than bartering.  So much
money for so much supper, or so much for a chance at the
fish pond, and the profit is given to the Lord. How different
this is from the injunction, * Let each man give as the Lord
hath prospered him,” and how can the expression, * The
]I.ord I)oveth a cheerful giver ” be applied to such benevo-
ence ?

The only proper way for the churches to raise money to
carry on the various branches of the Lord's work is by volun-
tary contributions on the part of the members. The money
may come in slowly at first, but when once the people under-
stand fully that this is the way the money is to be raised, it
will be done, and with more ease than by the other question-
able modes. It may require traming to bring people to that
pont, but what grander work can be done by our munisters
than to teach men and women to give gracefully and freely?
Itis the only ‘rue way to raise money for sacred purposes.
Let it be thrown directly into the treasury of the Lord, and in
such proportion as the Lord hath prospered us, and let it
never be measured by the size of the oyster stew or the dish of
ice cream,.—Mid-Continent,



