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"The lIelyS'CtIptnr~l-%-2 réM. ii. 95.

Hlaving came ta this view of the l3eing who ls
knowrî by the naisse of God, my attention veas neat

turned ta the Bible, which lo sala by maîny persans

ta be God's Booak. 1 was doubtiul about its authar-
sblp, for how coutil any bock be written by on
invisible Baîng? I 1 pened sis first pages, and

fountel a serpent talking ta a woian ; 1 turned, Ia lis
*ast pages and fausna the olad serpent, called the
Devîl,"' mllil living. There igot the surnarne cf the
serpent, and that helped my studies not a litile.
Commng before my notice nakedly and hidecusly as a
aer.6ent, 1 recoiled from the 31ght , but long after.
vearlis, when "1calied, the Devîl,» that samne serpent
was more familiar and Intelligible. Yes, at the begin-
nlng ai tha o ok I foundi a talking serpent, and at
the end of it many woribîpping becasts, four af which
had fonr-and.twenty wings aunongst them, and the
beasts were fuIl cf eyes witlim, and day and nigit
they said, Il ol holy, holy, Lord God Almaghty,
which wras, and ta, and as te tome." A great change
thts in the fine bestial, I Ieginniog with seductton,
and endîrag in worship-sornething onust have hap.
pened between.

1 pald no heed ta the formaI anneuincement made
ta nie by my friends ta the effect that the Bock was
inspited. Na îwa of theni cxactly agreed as to the
full and precîse meaoîng cf the terni. Sa I las to
tic quiet and tomplete rc.udtng ai the Bik and as
page alter page Lame under MY> naîîîe the thougbît
sudlenly fll.hed upon nie ahat the I3.ble as the stery
cf what as actual>. taking plate an the world at ibis
ver>' moment. lus history as net enly Ancient, st as
coernporaneeus. At ibis point ni> whole thinking
abc.. the Bible went sap te a higher level. It was ne
longer a collection of local anc.doîes that took place
inlione rornantic way belote the format seutlement ci
histor>'. This as the final and sufficient proof ai what
[s called th* inspiration ai the B.blei that every line
of it has ats paratiel counnirpart au the histor>' that as
moving araund us. Thînk cf the ab e mcrely as an
ancient Book that can bc reached onîy by traversing
Massy long ages, and that can be expuunded onl>' by
ver>' leamned criticus-n and aid. eaîogy, and you put
the Book hemss you and leave at ta those who care for
antiquanan research. An Eden that bloomed and
withercd tan thoutand years ago would have small
interesi for me but fer the Edeni that Mlootas and
veathers in eveiy human lite, not leastian my> ewn.
A serpent that talked and îempîed saime six thousarid
yrs ago would simply shock my credulît>' but for
the serpent that fures and rnocks my heari every day.

The histones, the rebellions, the judgments, the raya-

lutions, and tragedies cf the Bible would bewiîder me

like sa, man>' bmgh romances, did îbey net reptat thein.
selves un aver>' national history. S-, as I rcadl the

Bock, ost fragmentar>' and patch lîke in ils rude
structure viewed tramn the point cf literary art, 1
began te tati that there is only one Book an the world,
a Bock cf which ail othier books are parts, illustra.
tiens, proots, cr perversions. It is with this Book as
it is with the earth. Mlany baraks have beer. cnt out

cf the one, and many gardens hava been cut ont et

the cîher. The horticulturist bas by many a cern-

binatc braught evela nevj torcis of bcanty and fruit-
fuiness ino view, and sa the skîlled reader cf tie

Bible, being ail eyes wuthin, and strongi>' wingad uith

reverroce cf faoc>', is censtantl>' bringing new things
out oi the anciant Book. yer "4thc aarth abîdeth for-

ever, 0 and Ilthe word ai the Lord ataîdeth <crever ; I
the ne*aness is an adaptation, but the substance as un-

chang bIr- TUE LIVING BIBlL

Y',u, will sec, thens, that in camang tc the Bible I

didnot put ont the eyes cf mny Reason anad sendi eut

My Credulity te reccive aoything that mîght bcof.i
fered te ai. 1 read i as a setier rationalist, and

ut wus actually my reason that %vas convioced
and satisfled. The Bible rnîght bave been wraîten

anly yestcrday. blan as still being "made," man às
stinlIosîng the fanait chances et bis life; Cain as
stili kilîing Abel ; blood as still cryang tor blead;

thunder and ligbtning, storni and flaod, st 'JI tpon
the abominaations ol tbe canth ;great national trial
and garent national deliverances are still takig effecti
ciccuons ta ht,,,h haneur and solenin rcsponsibaiaty are

THE CANADA PRESB3YTE RIAN.

salit appeallng te aur wonder and challeinglog Our
meek acqulescence j and everythîng cIou ln the I',blc
repoats lîself ln our social and Imperlal experlCnces.
Na victory Ils won tl'at cannot find lis avettest cele.
bratien sang ln the Bible. No king dli '-bose
truest epitaph la net alrcady ln the Bible. Na soer-
row nicans Its piteaus talc whose litteat words are
nct ln the pages of the Bible; aur holIst calmes, aur
tendcrest benedictîonx, aur livellest hapes, are ail
best exprcmsedl in Bible tennis, la the Bible thochlld
la boro aidst the slnglng cf anRels, la the Bible the
aId man dies wlthout knowing the bîtterness ci death ;
lit lu a bock for home, for the vtysîde, for the groat
and veldoetsc, for the mouitain cf palaces, and for thc
valîey where the cypress dsoops and th» bîrds coveer
wlîh <car. Tiair, and mocre, thîs bnfloîtely, 1 have
tmyseli iound it tai ho. This, thsen, Ils inspiration. Do
oct suppose that inspiration la a terris that co bc de-
floed in the dlctionary. Suo words cught ot ta be
tri the dictlonsary, as sorne blrds aught cevcr to be ln
a cage. What dlcticnary can define love, or hope, or
Jov, or home? Inspiration oust ho tested and defloed
by your own consclousntss. The bock that touches
your deepest lite, that knows yen, and mearches yen,
and finds words for your thra lIed but speechless heart, la
inspired and là insplrî.ng. Neyer attcmpt te tarin any
theory cf Inspiration, or any thecry cf the Atonement.
They are to inuacts like lite lîseif ever ta bc defined
or exchanged for srnaller ternis. Yan fert thent: ue
great t %rob cf the heart tells yen lisat the vision of the
Lord a passcd betore yau. Thus, vithout impair-
%ng the flerai historîcal value cf the Bible, 1 fait that
its chapterS are published anew cvery niorning.
Truth ta larges than tact, as lite là larges tlaan history ;
sa the viere incidents of the Bible are as the very
seed cf bunian action, grawing and niultiplyarag, and
dying and reappearng through thet aeed.unie anid
harvests cf vantshing ages.

Loeking ait the Bible frunt tbis point cf vieve, al
dîfficulties as ta lis acceptance dlsappeased, though
saime dsffculttes as tu its literalinlterpretation neyces.
saruly roniained. But uf the Bible bas ta, bo relected
on thc ground cf such diPculties, lite itseit oiust hbe,
for preciselv the saine reasolns. 1 myself arn a
greater mystery ta myseif than the Bible is ta, me. 1
amrn the werld watbont my iwo consoeat; I dare mot
go out cf the wotld by the force of my own hamid;
0cr may any vian drive me ont cf the world except at
the peril cf hais cwn fle. 1 cao curse the power tint
made me, and 1 can cry ta lieaves lin long and tender
prayer. 1 arn a gbastly selffcontradictmcn ; mn> fuil
feet 1 caoâ set tapota the ver>' gCry of the sain, and my
strong witigs, made for htgh fight, 1 cao draggle in
the rnud. Sonietimes 1 could veelcame angels liste, a

aieart cleansed and holy, and yet whilst tbey are coin-
îng te vie 1 ofTend tladr by semne suddeo and damnaing
pollution. These amc thc mnystertes that affright me 1

LiteraI discrepancies and chrenological informalitias
are cf strait accounit ta me when 1 sec my cwn toma
Ile and the red bliaud gushlng tromn the gaping
wounds. The Bble did flot drap down (rain heaven.

il passed tbrcugh linnan services cf Marty kinds, and
waz tarnîshed by the channel through which it flowed.
ft is the sme wlth tie farce vi'thin nme which 1 cal
lire. ht is a sparkle oi God's oye energy, ye: it bas
clothed, itsci 'whth dnst> and its incarnation bas
draggcd il ino niany a distrems Thought [s tronbled
by ils own incarnation [n words; and fle às troubled
by its incarnation In the liall dead body'. How cari
Gad dwell in a tabernacle et words? Hcw cao He
adiost iimstîf ta a ciothing cf indetemminate syllables
which rnay tbernselves at aoy moment be turncd ta
oaw mecanîngs and uses? As 1 find rny maohoodi in
my seul ratier than [n MY bOdY, Sa I find my inspira-
tion [n the total thought cf tic Bible rather thno in
the handiwcrk of the oftea weary and sonitns ia.
accurato scribe.

TR RIGHT SPIRIT FOR BIBLE STUDY.

Very xnuch depeeds, uspon the spirit in vhich thc

porusual cf the Bible is undertaken. Rtit ibis là
eqiaally truce ai everyihing cis. The irreverenl m=r
spoli vehateve ho taniches The mccker can force
haimmalfi te laugh or jibe at the graveside. In no im-
portant inquir>' os serions difficulty would I cbnsult
an irreveiget Mne. His frivclity would pWin or,

Hais flippant laugh would jar tapon mnt and have ail
the effeci (.I a cruel blow. Il as net likedy, thefore,
tbat the Bible will reveal itsef te sncb a spirit. Rer.
crence la requîred In the appreciatian cf the fiscal
mtusic, the hîghest painting, thc subliancat scenar>.

[MARVI! 311ît, 18S,.

Thaïme, front my point of view, stand in relation tae
Bible as a porch ta the palace ta wbich it lead. si
1 oust stipulato fot reverence in- the case of any nain
who reaflli -«isbes ta estimato tho value cl the b.u.e,
lThe niait of the 'ilstorlcal Bible can b. put lnsu, smau,
:anipass : Cod createdl the heavens and the e.arth,
Gad created vian ln Hlm own Image;1 man broke
God'a law and came under pensai retributlon ; man wu,
firmed loto familles and nations ; ramilles and na.
tieons arc marked by la finite varloty of Individualiin.
ail men haro donc wrong, ail wrong dolag bas beni
punished î ail punlchment ends In diestructIon, unle!j
saine savlng power bc Intcrposed (rani; the offended and
dishonaured aide. 1 accept that as tbe best sumniary
of humait lstory, and It ls tii. summary of the Bib:e
l thersuany botter summary--5roducoet iIthgiyel
yen God, Creation, Humanlty, Lawe, aind Decîiny
Under these terras ail alter ncessa terns may be
brought, as cvery (crin of existence is covercd by the
universal dominion cf Liue.

Assumlng that you have the rlght spirit, 1 do cg<
guarasatec yen againuat dillcultiei La the peruga
cf the B3ible, but 1 cSn, romand you cf ana or tîwo
thlngs whîch niay qualify yau for their proper treai
ment For example, mnny cninds ame so r'onst*'uîi
as te crecate their awn difficulties. They do nui iaL
casily itt the way et fali. [t là their spcciattÊ -

doubt; thcy would doubt your wcrd ; they woutJ
question any unfamilliar hlstory. WVuhaut the slight.
est wlsh ta discredît your intelligence or uprlghtnes,
tbcy wculd magnlfy cvcrytlfing that himd happenot
In their own, ceileînce, and excluait evcrythinz
Impossible whlch dld flot corne veithin i scopp
Yon wiil kov whcîhcr ycur mind be!ongs tO thu
eider or not. If hf does, let me urge you ta doubti lu
douôft. Let if prey vigorcusly sapn its cwn srepti.
cisan, for suicide Is the only hopt cf sucb rhîutit
doubtingness. Then, agaira, [t [s always useful in the
perusal cf sucli a bock as the Bible ta fasten the
mina upon thetfact that Iltruth Is stranger than
tien." In commun lfe, the law of probabîlity ~
boe continually set aside. Hence our dally surprne.
and hence the very possîbility cf scepticism I Wut
men make a large margin for the unknown, and leavt
morne space even for the impossible. The Bible ta,
by no pretence or dlaimr cf its owa or its (ricods. a
book cf commonplaces Mare vividly than is dert
cr could be donc by aoy oter bock, ht shows tte
points of communication between the divine and the
humant and these points gave forth standing fire be.
cause cf the imrnedlatemess and intensity of the fnt.
tion. Expe6«t te flud wonders in the Bible. At Nia.
gara my surprise would be ta find amoeîii vater; mly
joy is ta, flnd *bat at the point cf plunging the imr
[s infiaite in ils grandeur and blinding in ils 'cri
fury. In coming ta the Bible yen ounst Cira sap the
mina ta its highest strtmigth ; ycur reveronce must be
prctcund; ycnr expectatbon must be warnied into à
cordial hope ; and your self -trust must be put d.wi
ta its lcwest point. If you iake ne such preparaîca>
yon wiUi be ccmplctely disappointed, for Gad ciTers ws
revelatcon but t0 the humble, the contite, the sore a
heart Your chiet diflkulty wilt arise (romn ycur seiý
exaggeratien. But a relation by its vcr nature n.s
quires sclf.wzithdrawal and seif-rebuke: it must bc
recemîred iet the mind, and tested in the prac1î,e ad~
necessity cf daily life. Instead cf th!%, mve question it
wnta much cross-.examinsatiofl, and flnd ai to s=a
cutside the intellectual gate, until we have cff-nded t7
unnatural and mast arbitxary inquiries. Yuu mouk
thoen get ria. cf tlue sophistrathat your Sel/ is the s=d
ard and test of revelation, and expect an overow of
Divine commnmiicationi-anl ove; flow that may, iudecd,
submerge the proudoit clevatien cf your poiers and
attainneots, and tbus prove your conceit and ycsz
ltilessess. in addition tu this, yoii oust read the
Bible thraugh. Bind yc.rselt as a covenant not mc
ask a question or stn a difficulty until you have rei
tihe boek tram iýnd ta end. Io tis way yen wzil gel
inta its k-.àzncc and rhythmn lIs atmesphere wJ2
gather arouid. Yeu, anîd i histories and doctrines aDi
paxabltec, its commandînents and beathtudes, will Wa
bita theitx right re:ation and persp:ctive, and the ted
wWI hc touchedl by the appeal cf a new charia. lbi
Lust suggestion la infinite ini practîcal importance-
sa maany reader are destitute of complete patience
and dispeinatCees. They sec a geological d&f.
culty, and close the book; or they corne tapoas
crhmnetical difflculty, anad meigra their failli, WLiI
svould they say cf a native efthde trapics who dlose.la


