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TÔRONTO, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12,1[87 9 .

Time isj§assing. Thefirsi day 0/ 7anuary is rapidly
a»roachïing. From many quarter: we aiready
hear most encourag-inif reports;, but are there not
localities where nothing ha: yet been done Y If, in
every congregation, some one wou/d only imitate the
gocd ezampie of a Port Hope /riend, what an en-
couraging future wouid it give THE PRESBYTER-

.IAN ! And how useful to. the Churcl An eider,
a busy Port Hopoe merchant, a: the resu/t of a few
hours' work, more than doubied our iist of subscribers
at that place. This couid 6e done in hundreds of
localities, and without much di:filcuity. It on/y
requires the attention of an active, earnest man or
woman, in each locaiity for a few hours, and thse re-
su/t is not at ail doubtfu. We wi// send Premium
list and fu/I Particu/ars to any address on app/sca-
tion,.

Inw re0/y to numerous inquiries resoectingpremiùm
engravings, we have to say that none have corne to
hand yet. As soon as received they wi/l be mai/ed
të subscribers in, thse order names stand in our
books.

We. direct attention to statement concey ninç- SUP-
2'LEMENTED LESSONSCHEMES on ýpage
93. These schemes, carfeui/y »repared by Rev. T. F.
Fctheringham, M.A., will 6e found we// adapted
for Pre8byterian Sabbath schoo/s. Orders rua/i 6e
pÉrompot/y illed ai sixty cents per roo copies.

THE THOUSAND DOLLAR SUBSCRIP-
TIONS.

W E are pleased to Iearn from the Rev. Mr. Warden
that another thousand dollar, contribution has

been made to the Home Mission Fund, subject of
course to, the condition that at least five such contri-
butions be made. Who will be the other threc ? It
need scarcely be added that contributions are flot
limited to a thousand dollars. Some might easily give
more. Many who could not give so much could
caàily afford a hundred. We have heard of one gen-
tleman at any rate, in Toronto, who will give $Ioo pro-
vided other nine give each as much. Surely this at
any rate, if not a great deal more, could be managed
in Toronto alone without interfering with the action
of the thousand dollar contributors, or the subscrip-
fions of other localities. Let ail such understand that
in this case it is specially truc that they give twice who
give quickly. It i: neyer te 6e forgotten that many of
cur anissionaries have received nothing since Aprilast.

HOME MISSION CONTRIBUTIONS

F ROM a communication we have received, from the
Rev. Dr. Reid, too late to be insertcd this week

in 'oui- correspondence column, and too important and
interesting to have its contents delayed till next, wc
learn that the amount rcceived for the Home Mission
Fund Up to, the 9th inst., was $15,150.41, against
$5,56o.44, the ainount received last year Up to, the
same date. 0f this sum about $3,o00 came, as thanks-
givlng collections or special contributions. This is so
faiüé à&iràgtng, arsd if the mone' coun iýid h saine'
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proportion during the rest of thc financial ycar the
necessary amount may be realized.

Dr. Reid mentions having received a bank draft for
$2oo, accompanied by a letter from a member and
office-bearer of the Churcb, in which it was stated that
the writer had meant to leave $2oo to the Mission
Funds of the Church and had made his will accord-
ingly, but that the present state of the Home Missions,
and the urgent appeals made for contributions, had
rendered his conscience iii at case, and had led him
to become his own executor. Many of our well-to-do
friends might, with great' benefit to themselves and
also to the cause of Christ, go and do likewise. Fax
better for them to have the satisfaction of seeing their
money applied to the different undertakings in which
they are interested, than merely to leave it when they
can no longer retain their hold. Better legacies
than nothing, but better free libéral contributions,
from living, loving men and women, than any amount
of such posthumous gifts.

Another fact mentioned by Dr. Reid is that he had
received $i from a member of one of our congrega-
tions, with a note saying that it was so sent because
no other way was open to him to contribute to the
Mission Funds of the Church, as the congregation was
neyer asked to give anything for such a purpose and
no opportunity was affordcd to those who were willing
to do so. Fcankly, we cannot understand this. Are
the vows which ministers and eiders take at ordination
simply transparent frauds and falsehoods, which are
to be carried out only so far as individual caprice or
supposed sclf-interest may dictate ? Has not each
minister and eider promised with ail the solemnity of
an oath to be in subjection to the several Church
judicatories placed over them in the Lord? Does
this mean something ? or nothing ? If the latter,
it is just as well that ail should know it, and that the
mockery of such engagements should be droppcd as
speedily as possible. Even those who are only very
moderately decent men of the world regard their
promises as binding and look upon their oaths as
sacred. We should think Christians *would come up
to that standard at any rate. Now -there is not a
person in office in the Presbyterian Church who has
not promised to implement the requirements of the
diffèrent Church Courts, of course on the well under-
stood terms that if anything is required in the inferior
ones which is regarded as cither injudicious or sinful,
the aggrieved party shall use al means, by appeai to
the highcr judicatories, to have that cither modificd or
set aside. When the highest Court of aIl decides,
there is really no alternative but obedience or seces-
sion, if conscience is to be kept clear and self-respect
maintained. Wc are sorry to notice that some spcak
and think of the Gencral Assembly as if it were some-
thing separate from, and antagonistic to, their individ-
ual interests and wishes. The Generai Asscmbly is
simply what thc majority of the Church makes it. If
it is unfairly constituted, or if its decisions are cither
injudicious or unjust, every intelligent Prcsbyterian
knows how this cvii is to be rectified. But tili that
rectification has taken place by the use of4 all consti-
tutional means, it is as clear as day that every office-
bearer in our Church is bound to carry out the final
decisions of the General Assembly, or deliberately
to withdraw from under its jurisdiction. Accordingly
there should be no such thing as blanks against any
congregation on the statisticai tablés of the Church.
The amount in each case must be determined by the
individual congrégation, but the Session which stands
between the people and the Assembly, and déclares
that no opportunity shall be aiforded for such a pur-
pose, cither does not know what Presbyterianism is,
or places itself in the position of being righteously
amenable to discipline ; while the Presbytery which
allows such neglect, without investigation or rebuke,
is alike unmindful of its duties and indiffèrent to its
vows. We join in the hope expressed by Dr. Reid
that "'at the end of the year th ere will be no blanks
in our returns."

sum required will be on hand, but, as the Convener
says, it is exceedingly undesirable that the work should,
for nine or ten months of the ycar, be carried on with
borrowed money, for which, of course, interest has to
be paid. The attention of the Church has, for some
time past, been specially directed -to the pressing
necessities of the Home Mission Fund, but it is not
desirable that this should be donc in such a way as to
ignore or belittle the dlaims of other dcpartments
of evangelistic work. It is not possible to cxaggcrate
the importance of the Home Mission enterprise in
which the Prcsbyterian Church in Canada has been
s0 evidcntly called to engage; but the more fully that
importance is recognized, and the more encrgetically
and liberaily the work itseif is set about, so much the
better wiil it fare with the Foreign Mission, the French
Evangelization schcme, and every other benevolent
and reiigious undertaking tu which the Church puts its
hand. Nor can there be a greater mistake than to
suppose that when extra-congregational work is carn-
estly prosecuted and liberally supported the mainten-
ance of ordinances in the congregation itself wiil cor-
respondingly suifer, and the ministcr's income and
comfort be proportionately ncglected. Ail experience'
tells the opposite, for it demonstrates that the more
Christian people are interested in the extension of the
Redeemcr's cause in other localities, the more they
will sce to it that their own proper congregational
work is carricd on with vigour, and in a spirit of be-
coming liberality. The man who docs most for Home
and Foreign Missions will almost invariably bc found
to do most for his own minister and his own con-_
gregation. And it is the same thing with congre-
gations and denominations. The seifishncss which is
continually crying out about looking to one's own con-
cerns is at the best both feeble and short-sighted, for as
has been said with indefinite frequency, those who do
most for others wili always be able to do most for
themsclves, and be most willing as weII. In Nova
Scotia the successful establishment of a Foreign Mis-
sion acted in the most beneficiai manner upon ail the
Homne operations of the Church. So hag it been cisc--
where. So will it be always. If our Home work is to,
be carried on with comfort and succcss, the Foreign7
instead of being curtailed, must be prosecuted with far
greater liberaiity and zeai than as yet it ever has
been.

THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD-THE
PULPIT AND THE PE W.

T HE demand for great " breadth 1 of thoughtan-
great liberality of sentiment, is heard everywhere

and 'from almost every class of persons. The one
great mental weakness apparently held in. special
dread is "'narrowness ;» the one great moral wicked-
ness to be condemned, what is called " bigoted illiber-
ality.»1 It seems a matter of littie or mo consequence
in the estimation of too many what a man believes, or
whcther he believe anything, if he have only thaLt inde-
scribable something called " breadth ;" and it is equally
apparent that, with many, to be the greatest reprobate
on earth is far preferable to having the slighiest sus-
picion of bigotry attached to onc's character or strait-
lacedess to onc's conduct. It is even thought to be
a sign of " culture"» to embrace ahl conduct, character,
and creed in the same arms of universal charity. The
mildest protest against flagrant transgression, or a
word in condemnation of the most evident depart-
ure from what bas generally been thought right and
dutiful is denounced as Pharisaism, so that in the gen-.
eral eagerness to be thought charitable, generous, and
philosophic, every distinction between right and wrong
is in danger of being lost sight of and universal indif-
ference to such things-as if they werc old-fashioneê.
and irrational-is in the fair way of becoming té
order of the hour.

Some time since it was said with a certain degree,,.
of quiet.bitterness, in reference to a rather prominçnt
person, that he had suzcceeded More nearly than any,


