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tinuous meals of brightly colored
Brazilian beetles, and revelled in
the delights of renovated strength,
fed by thecountlesshosts of winged
things which make the tropieal
regions objectionable to man but
delightful to his feathered super-
iors. More adventurous than my
friends, and being yet a bachelor
forlorn, without respounsibilities, I
went further and further south-
ward, and floated at last, in lazy
flight, over the wide waters of the
mighty Amazon. What a noble
strecam! Niagarahasgrandeur, the
Fudson joussesses burauty, the Mis-
sissippi  has magnitude, but the
Amazon combnes the characteris-
tics of them ail. 1 tore myself rel-
uctantly from this bioad waste of
ever-rolling lood, for asomething
told me that T must go North again.
Gradually I worked my way from
point to point, ivjoined my family
in Upper Brasl, skivted, with them,
the Guif of Meaico vuce more, and
in January found mysell in Louis-
fana, at the place where I st tait.
tered in my garden }ame. Never
shall 1 forget the strzage condition
which prevailed on our plantation

for such 1 shall always tam the
estate upon which Iwasborn. The
Master, thie Mistreas, Miss Paulinig
and her Lrothers, atevery iheal-time
conversed i exdited tones, niws
ame from Washington by cvery
mail, the field-hands gathicied in
groups behind  the ouvt-buildings,
and whispered in sciiots conddave,
young men frequently came and
went, and something out of the
duily course of events was innmin-
ent,  We hoard the name of Abe
Lincoln spokei with contempt, and
there wete wmatictings of Gianny
in the Noith wnd reddstange in the
South.  The spring was late, and
the secoitd veok of Apnl found us
going noth through Cuolina. We
alighted one sensct upon a huge
tobacco wan e i Charleston,
and saw the strects below taswarm-

ing with men who were hastening
to the wharves of the city. Here
were thrown up some batteries
armed with cannon— we learned
more of these things and  their
names, as time went on—and milit-
iamen in uniform, and civilians in
ordimnary dress stood on guard, and
Were tatking excitedly of to-morrow,
The turmoil below kept us awake
for scveral hours, although we were
little aware of the fact that we were
looking down upon the making of
American history. 1 dozed as the
night advanced. and wasawakened
suldenly by a bovming as of thun-
der, and was nearly bhinded by
dashies as of lightning, from the
gans in the batterics on the shove.
Cowering by my side, and twitter-
ing in afitight, was the sweetest of
Oui race. 1 had little time to pay
attention to her then, but remem-
bared ever afterwai ds how she had
clang o me for protection at a time
waen all were threatened.  As if
by common hirpulse, my comrades
Tusiied flom our 1esting place, and
I.und my newly found compunion
fullbned. From lofty height we
luuned vy on the bellying clouds of
simune, the dmetican tlag fluttering
upon its stafl above Fort Sumter,
the stir on shore and the sutprised
soldiery behind the walls, and then
flew nepidly from asight so terrify-
ing, anda place so full of danger.
With extended wings we sped on
our northern path. Ever by my
side was Velvet Throat, my sweet
pariner in this flight from the hor-
rois of war. Dressed in suit of
quigt giey, peerless in retiving
boaaty, attractive in her modesty,
gracetul in her movements, unequ-
alled in bet iclianee upon my supe-
riviity.,  another proof, were that
reguied, of her good scnse, is it
o be wondered @t that while she
Had come, 1 had seen and was con-
quered? When night arrived, and
we, faitly on our way to Cuanada,
alighivd for a brief rest, she nestled




