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TR.AVELLING POST-OFFICE.

The mo-st graphie pen, or brilliant imnagination, niust fail in attempting
any adlequate pieture of the condition of socit-ty with9ut the modern post-
office. The grrowth of this institution from the unpretending beginnings of
other d.y to the great and ubiquitous organization whieh is now the
indispensable mnedium of communication with every portion of the world,
is the resuit of never-ending improvement, during a Iong series of years.

As our morningy letters arr-ive and are handed in at the breakfast table,
sýpeculation arises as to their origin ; a well known hand is recognize d,
int'-rPst is excited by the contents or the w'eH.'pringrs of emotion are opened
-joy is hrought by the i4lvered note, or sorrow with the 'black. insigîlia of
death; and thus absorbed in the inatter of the letters theniisel'es, no thought
is sp)ared to the past and present labour which bas giv -, them Ný;ing,4 or
directed their tlight. Z

Nýotwithstanding the faet that the post-offlce is pre-eminently a people's
ins;tituationi, and that froni the univeisality of its operations it bEeomes
fanifijar to th *e rich and poor, the educated and the illiterate, yet its internai
managemnent and organization are eumparatively unknown.

Tbhough this plain matter-of -fact departrnent 'ib considiered t.oo unromantie
to afford much of interest, its lighter features will be found to have at Ieast


