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fluences of thy fuscinating monts or keno} for
whan the potent drugs of the gambdling-hell hart
deadensd hisssnses tonll besides, hip still retaln.
o4 & knowledge of the locality wherse he hadob.
falned bhis soattered hecard, and foforming the
lstening erowd with drunken stammor that
there was « plenny mor’ wher' 'at came from,"
agaln sought the new diggings, thore to romaln
untll a too plethoria purse suggested that ita
unusual weight could bo as easily lightoned as
tho last,

With sooues like these dally ensaeted, it is ni,
wonder thet the tide swelled atrapgly towant
the Bierrs. Under their infuecnce, thithm
Qeorge Eanscn wended his way, only to find
that tho crowd before him had prospected the
desirable trylug sOmo unpro.
ralslng diggings with tndifferent sucoess, Lie ro.
pasked his mule and journeyed still Mrther up
the river, uniit one evoring, nearly aix months
afier bis departuro from San Francisco, tired
and fevered, he plichiod his tent in sight of the
0wy summit of Mount Shaste, that tdwered
in the far distance above all its lesser rivals of
the Slerras,

Tho next morning whon ho opensd his eyes
ho was 0o delirious (o resognise ths form which
bent ovar him as that of Colerado Blll, the miuer
whoke graphle delineations of gold-hunting and
heavy betung in tho Sacramento hotol lad
{usenalbly given the directicn to his own
waoderings, was down with the terrl.
ble miners’ fevor; and bad not samo kind pro-
videnoo led the footsteps of Colarado Bl to his
bedalde, his asarch for troasure might bave had
then aud there summary a ending.

COolorado Blil—~thus callod from & brief ro.
sidence on the great river of that naine in
Lower Callfornia—leaplite bia rough exterior,
shaggy beard and somowhat dissipated habits,
possesssd & warm heart, He at onos took up
his abode in George's tent, nursing the patient
in the intervals of work with tho pationgoe and
tendernesa of a sistar of charity, .

Haunson came to his senses after a fortulght”
fight with the 1aver demon, and 1o words could
axproas his gratitude whon he discovered the
extent of his obligation to the tall miner whe
had stood like & guardian angel betweon him.
seif and death,

Colarsdo Blli, on his part, was pleazed to think
that what he considered nothing but mere duty
was s well approciated. His wandering hablts
bad =c$ utterly destroyed a csrialn refineinent
of feoling consequont upon & falr sarly educs.
tion, and he therefors longed for a companton
other than one whose friendship invarlably
manjfsited ituelf hy the mystarious producilon
Of four aces fu & game of draw poker, and thus
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sevves,’ sald ahe, polnting 10 the wan who was
now ocoming up, +I will be obilged to you."

4 Qf course I didp't 11ke 0 Insult A man with
whom I had no quarrel; but when ho waselose
to me, I saw it was Jim Losccllos, tho biggest
sambler in Californla, and the worst, who
oleaned mo out of six pioniha’ dust one nighton
Clooso Flat with lcaded dice. The rascal know
mo ad onoo, and commensed to feel In hia
breast.pocket, but I had him coversd bofore he
could draw. [ knocked his revoly 7 out of his
hand into tho #on, and {hen gave him a horse:
whipping that I guass will refresh his memory
boforo he dloes anothar green miner, Ho alunk
away toward the olifls, At the lady’s Invita.
tiun, I took o soat by hLer side. She didn't asy
duything un.l we got clear of the crowd whioh
vow began to surround w8, when aho com-
mencod

“«sTow can I suMelently thank you for whnt
you havo done for me?’

4 ¢Oh,’ I anawered, ‘I'd stop & home for any |

’ d

@+ 1t was not that—1 meant the other thing,’
sho oxolalmed, with a sdornfyl gesture in the
dircetion Lascelles had takon,

w1 If you mean Laseolles’ thrashing,’ Iroplied,
1Towed him that ou my own account;” and
gx!ot I went over my little story about Goom

a

1 nover asw sudh f change as passed over
her fuce when I told her that,

“e A gambler!’ sho almost sereamed. ¢ Mt
Norton alwuys said ho wasone of the most o
minznt doalers In 8an Francisco.’

#:80 ho ls—ut the cards'l answered; ¢bu
his name's Lasoolles, not Norton, and I'm sore;
ifhe's a frisud of yours.!

# 8he laughed gayly.

«1 don't gonerslly avk gentlemen to horse.
whip my friends, 30 taake yoursslf casy on tha
soore. In San Franclsco onecan»at makesuol.
nloodistinotions among acquaintatices a» if th
States, Rut'as for that man—Norton or Las
celles—{ hate him I’

«By Jove, George, she aplit out theso word»
Jike a wildoat, but in a minute afterward she
was hersolf ugain—all smiles; and sho s
sanoily tossed hor litle head, all covered with
beautiful ourly halr, and hor blue eyas lcokod so
bawitchingly into mine, that @ fund mysall
falrly in love with her.® .

#You have good taate, Bl" interruptsd
Qeorge; « Nelllo has blus eyocs and curly halr.
But was that all you saw of your beauty " he
coutinued,

«#No, She askal me to come and see hor. )
went two or thmo times, and tried to find out
more about her, but did ot learn much, When.

showed dexigns on his dust insompatiblo with { ever I began to question her, she would pat my

the profssalons of & Pythiax,

The twa friends were so well plewssd with
each other that they imade common property
with everytbing, and struock @ dompact ¢hat
aach wonld sharo with the other any good
fortune which might befall him,

Up to the morning on which car atory opens,
the lopation selected hal 20t proved equal to
its promize., For many days tkey bad iolled
with pick and spade, bis beyond s small
quantity of scale-gold worth bu a ey dollars,
thelr sxertiona had avatied tham nothing, Whea
thpy dad tusned in on the proceding evoniug,
Calarado Bill had given vent 1o his foellngs.

« It's too bad, George,” ho had said,

oome to the dust, lat's git."

And now thelr higheat hopss wore reslitien;
yot to the two men the dall rastal on whioh
thsy gaxed dare Gifferent moanings, To BIl
13 was simply the ngency through which Al
rollicking animal 1ifo found iis ngiural exproa.
slon. To Goorge, wits his strong loys and an-
dying faith, it meant hope for himsglf and
happloess for Nellle.

The shados of evening found thom filve hug.
qred ounges richer than whon they had ocom.
monce’, warit In tha morning. LAR this rate-
thongh, of ocourze, tho frat day’'s And was
generally t3o heaviest.—they know--that a
bandaome compotenco waz ooly a question ofa
fow weeka' Inbor. 80 they worked steadily a
foxinight longsr. Then their provisions ranlow,
and Colurado Blll suggestad to George that it
might be better for him 20 run down 20 Sasra.
menta, or perhape farther, and lay in_a {rash
anpply of grub.

«Tell you what It i3, George,” h¢ cuntinuod,
as thay 2at o2 the hillsids in the warm autuma
eveunlng, » you'vre sed me thinking with whut
you told mo about Nelits. Afore than throo
neonths ainee, whon 1 was down 1o *Frisco, §
ot aoqualnted with a protty Jitile girl ander
30mowhal aingular ciraumsiatsss. One afters
noon, whon 1 bad beon thinking of the Idle,
ahiftless Ufo I lod, & melancholy slole Qver me,
1 couldn’s get rid of it. To shake If off,.{ a2arted
ont for & walk, aud after atrolling abuut somaq
time, thooghs I would like Lo take a ok &t old
Qosan, and so vandered down tha Cliffroad, All
st onco thore was & tremendous commotion
shoad—-garringes whirling right aod Jeft, while
between tham all rore a cloud of dust coming

Il

o \We'l) }
try 4he hole ous more day; and if we don’ :

| beanled mouth with her littls hand,

so'8htgh t’ she sald; * wo might make eack
other vory unhuppy were wo to tall everything
we bad ever done.’

#The long aud shert ol it, Goorge, was that J
acted ax I suppose many another fool tas done
Lefore me. I asked hor to walt until tll, anc
told her whnn 1 had made another pile I wonld
come down and mazry her, if sho would havi
me.

o+ You marry me " she cried, with an unnatu-

. ral shriek of laughtdr thet mado rao ulmqat re-
| peit my pro

posal,

s Yon, If you doa't think you're 100 gvod
ms.!

« Her eyes flasbhod for an lostunt, and she
lovked at nie very hanl, Suoing I raeant whu.
I sald, sho suddenly softened.

»¢ S111* sho replied, ¢I nover ocould be goou
¢nuugh for you. 1 hardly kuow whut ma)
huppen hefore fall. At any rate, If you are o
tha samo miod, come back to me then.’

1 was 50 angry at this short dismisenl tha.
X Jid not evan bid her good-by, but toro off m)
buckskin bolt, full of double sagles, und draloo
it o she table.

. Ouno evenjog, newrly s month after thodepar.
ture of kis comrade, and when his return was
dally expeoted, Goorge, having Onlshed his
fragel supper, sxeendod a small knoll behing
tho cabln that ovorlooked the besutlful valloy
boyond. The soiting sun “ashed A tbousand
gold and orimson tints on tie snowy summite
of tho Sferras, that rose n the north and east
cold and foaccesalblo ns tho loebergs of the
frozen gose, In tho valo below, the tempora-
turo was warm sud plensant, sud for sovoral
evenings past Geurge bind gono up the hill, and
from thoncoe Jooked down the valley, hoping to
s66 somo algn of his roturning partner, Hither-
to he Lad been unsuocessful, but now, as bo
gazed mr down the winding course of tho brook,
he thought ho saw Biil's mule o a riso of
ground 1o the dim distance, slowly plodding its
way through a spaco of five blastod treo trunks
that gave an open view of the track, It wasso
far away, and the twilight was coming on so
fast, that he was not altogethor certaln it was
his partoer; but he knew that, thus remote
from all otvilization, the owner of tho beust
oould bo none other than Bill, Hlis heart swel-
led with the thought that he would soon hear
from his darling wife. He plotured her delight
oD receiving the news of his groat succass, and
thought, too, now that Blil had returnod, there
would soon be an end of tol}, and that with the
frults of his icbor Nellie ahould onte mcre have
all the luxuries to which sho had beon acow:-
tomed, * ow well,” he thought, sshohad dc-
sarved 1t, for her trust and bher patient wali-
{ng!" apd he resolved that horeafter he would
gratify bor overy wish,

By this tmo tho twilight was rapidly somlog
on, but before leaving his poat, George looked
agaln in the direction of the trall, Nd his eye.
decelve him, or had o decoltful miruyge evolved
from the hase another muale, the reflection ©
the Orst? There, indoed, wus another mule
and tratllug ovor 1ts sido were tho long foldso.
& woman’s riding-habit, His heartgave agreat
bound. There was something in the manner
and gesturo of tho falr equestirienue which over
st that dlstance seemed famiilar to him. Coul.
it be Nolite, 30 tired of waitiug that ahe ooul.
o$ resist the cpportunity of thus surprisiny
him? Thoere was u0 mistakiug tho othor ride
uow, That was .Colorado Blll. George enull
seo him, as they rode up fv m the vale below
laughing snd chatting with his companlon, an.
carcfully turning nslde tho long branches whic:
lotorpused themselves In the ;athway,

George, though half ashnmod of the emotion
folt angry with Bil. 8Somehow he oould no
bear to think that any other than himse)
should be so ntteutlve to Nellle.

They worc z2ow direotly below him, thougi
the trail circled the bill for more than g mil
bofore 11 pausod at the door of the awbit.
Could that indeod be Nollla? There was a cor
tain semething—a strunge feeling of cowmtn,
evil~that ropolied him the mom he

A bamb, welnd laugh, shrill as the nigh!
hawk’s ory, floated up from the valley bolow.
He breathod o algh of rellef. No; that womau.
with her bold strident mirth, could noy be &
wite, his timlid, gentle Nolle, who alway
so0mod 1o shrink from any aotion that holted
the modeaty ang uttractivencss of har sox.

s It must be Bill'a wife,” he thought; and b
datormined that tho prir showd have a benrt,
welcome.

He ¢ntored the oabln, spreud the table, wa
made tho beat dlsplay of provender that uiis es-
hausted atore would allow, Tho opffee-po
hissed wmerrlly on the smbers in the Aroplaca
wheh he heard tho clatter of hoofs on thegruve.
without, Tho door apena!, and his partne
entered with & Indy, whaao face was partly coa
oealad by hox vall

4 Hallg, Qoorgel” Lo orled; “I havoe Lrvogh
my wifee Look at my pretty Mitle bird
Mary,” ho eontinued, romoviug the velt fron

. «as'Phore’s somothing for you to remembos

hot fnce, *this Is partner deorga—Genrgo Has

me by il fall,’ 1 sald, and rustied inothe virootl | som.”

bufore she ocould say sanything further or pree
- Yont my golog."

With & ory that eoliced tur and near throug
tho canon, starting the wild eugle from bi

“ Just like you, Bill,” exolaigued Georygy, whea !oynoand the huye grizzly from hix iatr, th

his companion ended~~the best fricud and the
trwest 10 man or womao; but I hardly tike the
looks of thiuge. What business Lad ang wo-
man to be driviog with 2 mnu Uke Luscollos*
Sho~"" )

“Htop, Geoarge I' 1nterrupted hia Otend, in
hucky volés; ‘oot & word against Mary! Re-
mombor shoaald that Luscelles wasouly kuows
to hor as tho morchant ¥orwa, 11l marry be:

, 1f she'll havo me; ur, Goorke,' aatd Lo, geutly.
;:I fecl towand her ns you do W0 Nelllo—I1 low
‘“o”

#Thea Gou give you all the Rapplnew you
wrish for,” earncstly ansyorod his mato.

« Amen” rapliod Hitl, reverantly,

“ S0 you xo00, George,” he continued, «that
1t's akout time for me to go duwn to 'Frisca, §

. must ste ducy, and it will only take e a fuw
«iays longer,”

80 1t was resalved that Colorado Bii showd
§o dowa Lo tho metropolis

Goorge had not heant from Nellie for u long

; lady sank sensslices on the £oor,

Bl rushed t

. her ald; but glancing at his eomrade’s face, b

| was strugk by its deathlike palloz,

{ “QGoorre, my boy," ho exolaimoud, win Hea-
von's namie what aflls yout What's the meny-
ing of all this ¢
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ofound shq bad vanish-
o?o Georgy 141t her in San
Francisoo,

Ho went sadly book to His old labor, Day by
day ho washod ont the gold-dust, and many s
timo watchod long and wisttully down the
valley, hoping for the return of his lost partuer.

They maet ut last,

vno nooun, whon Blll was eating Lis scanty
dinner, ho saw numerous dark forms Siiting
abous from tree to tree, and gradually closing
o around himself and the oabin, To grasp his
gun and flee to ity sheiter was tho work of a
fow seconds, He knew that succoessful resiste
ance to tho band of savages surrounding him
was hopoloss, But he had no idea of submit.
ting to the torrible altornative of captivity and
death by torturo, and resolved to seli his life sa
dearls aa posasible,

The unorring atm of his riflo through $130 00D
holos vith which tho cabin was plerced brought
many sa Indian to the ground, and evidently
50 dismayed his foes that thelr constant hail of
bullots ngainat tho hut slackened, giving Colg.
rado Nl a: opporiunity to peer through o
loop-bole and reconnoltro the situatlon. Just
then hy fanclod that ho was called by nama,
He looked towards tho woods, and saw his lost
oomrado running towards the ocabin. The
savagus descried Georgo at tho same time, and
opencd fAre upon him, wulle ho returned their
shots with his rovolver.

Bl threw open the door as Georgo stumbled
beavlly over tho threshold, and in asother {n.
stant seeured it with its meosaive onken ban
He found to his dismay that George was sarts
ously wounded. A ball had striack bim in the
back, pencirating his lung, and it was with dif-
doulty that he spuke, BIH carried him to his
old bunk, but soon saw ho was beyond rellsf,
He \ifted a cup of wator 1o the 1ips of tho dylng
met.

« If it was only the fever agaln, Georgo!” he
sald as the tears rolled down his cheok.

“Don't tako on 40, ald fellow," gaspod George,
feebly olasping his friend's hand, ©It's all
rigbt. I came dack again—to tell you about—
Nellle. I didn't want you to think I hated yoa
—for that. I folt that night—I could have
killed you—and so I fled. I know you conldn't
belp it. I ocouldn’t Lo angry with yow. She—
wasn’t—worth 1t, BlIL"?

The wronged man had spokon his last,

Colormio Bill stood by the dead body of the
obly true friend he had ever known, and a
strong desiro of vengoance rose in his breast,
«I only want to live 02w, he cried, ¢ long
enough to oircumvont those howling fiends onte
sldo who havo shot George.”

He pluced thelr small keg of powder to ans
oorner, and suatebing a lighted brand from the
firoplnee, throw open the door, The room was
almosét justantly flled with the olated savages,
A dull, smothered repart reverbersted among
the rocks, and once mare unbroken quist reigne
ed througliout tho valley,

Colurado Bill had goue bojo_l.n uls friend
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On the twenty-seventh of Janunry of 3768, @
party of Indians killod George Mason, on Flag
Uroek, abouttwelve milesfrom Knoxville, Ten.
nessse. During the night, b heard a nalse at
Liis stable, and-stepped out to sseertain the
cause, and the Indians, coming betwsen
him and the door, interoepted his return. XHe
fled, bdut was frod upop, ard wounded. He
raaclied o cave, o quarteraf a imlle from his
house, out of which, alrendy wolterlug {in his
blood, bo was dragged and murdercd. Having
done thls, thoy returned to tho house, to dis.
patoh bis wifs and ehildron. 2Afrs. Aaszon, un-
cunsclous of tho fute of her husband heard them
talking to cach other as they npproached the
house. At first, she was delighted twith the
hope that her neighbom, arovsed by tho firing,
had como (o hor sssistance. But, percelvisg
that tho ocouversation was nelther in Eaglish
nor German, tho lavgusge ofher neighbors, she
{nstantly tnferred that they were savages, oom-
ing to attack tho bouase,

Tho heraine hud, that vory mornivy, learned
how thu double triggor of  riflo was get. For.
tuaately, the childreu were not awakeued by
the iring, and sho took care ot toavaken them,

o Nom the plaéd ¥4

i« B, it's Nelle 1"

Ho rushed to the open door; the ring of houts
roundod sharp and clear through the stil} aight
and Colorado Bill was left aloce in his misery
Yot only for @ brisf space. No soonor Lad th.

, bewllderod miner eomprehonded the terribl
trath than, utterly silsregarding tho coworing

"hieap ons the floor, Ae started tn pursuit, Po.
hours ko wandered through the fureat, but th
fiinty rocks and Lilly only oshioed back 1a mock-
ory his ¢all to Lly fugitive friend.

In tho gray light of dawn Colormdo BIL e
entorod his cabln, I8 was tenantiess. Tho sou
was tarn up from tho eaoho that bid tholr gol
dust, and most ¢’ 't wasgoue, To Aary alone
had he spokon «f this secret biding-plage. [t

Dearer snd msarer. A pUTOf Wind frpm the-ces UC, Lub thls clroumstanco gAve DM RO Ub-  storo of woalth hiad furnlabed many athemo o

sleared things up, snd then I saw two horsos
streakiog 18 itke Ughtning towasd me. A iady
held the lines, and a white-ltvered cur, withou}
giving Ler a thought, tried to savo himseif by
lampleg frasa the esrringe. I Reversaw susha
aootalul foek an & WOIRAR'S a6t &5 $a9 QB baR}
whel sbe saw that, Tho mansealesly oveh

the greund before [ sprang to the hotssg boads,
and sugeoslad In ahesking them afler they had
deagged a0 = aliort diswance, The. lady naver

easinssx, Iio thought thas in his wandering»

bis lettore bad mixoarried, aud in sbeir presout

isolation there bud bool 1o shanos of commzpe.

nloutlon with ho oalsr world unill now, e

thorefoto sent a jong letler £ har by his com.

rade, contalning an asscuns of thutr anetpected

. good lack, with & promaiss of agon seming 1o
porsou 19 Ban Fransisoo,

inibq maan tisze e worked lasg and stesdily

" in the treaaare guleh, and day by day added to

ononyerso during helr loag ride to the Sterras
Ho did uol woader at 1ts deasaration nor mours
ovar his loag treasure. He know that to such «
womil any drime was light is comparison with
tlio troachory that must bava bsen thoroughly
engraftéd In her riaturo ere she gaald se coolly
and dulidbarataly senmplo ea the trast of 8 maw
1iko Georgo. For his own disappointmsnt he
did a0t oars, Oikoco 1943 nighd all alfbotion N»
her as2pred dosd, e ealy biamed himzol! $m

ssomed & bit afrald, only afet 1 had asisted ; the olie af yollow duss xafely sechid Inacoraer . not trasing out her anteeedonts botoro ho had

Bar to alight shs banded mo Ros-riding-whin,
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jpLthe m{:;;wm they haQ bejls ko thelr
!_

Sho shut tho door, und barred 1t with benghes
| and tables, and took dowa the well.oharged rifle
, ©f bor husboud. Sho piaced herseltdivectiy op.
i poelto tho opening which would be made by

forelog thedoor. Hur hasband cumme aot, and

she 308 00 well awnd s st e was slain, Bhe

was alone, in the durltness. Tho yelling sav.

agex wery without, pro«ing upon the house. ko

took counsel from lor own magnanimlty,

heightanod by affiction for her¢hildres shat were

sloeplug uuoonstiously around her. The In.
, dians, pushing with great violence, yraduslly

oponed tho door swficlantly wide toattompt an
outrance. The body of one was thrust into the
opuniug,, and just Qlled it.  Ho was struggling
for admittunce.  Two or th e more, dizecily
beulnd him, trere propelitug him forwand, She
sot the triggor of the rif, put4thé murelo near
tiig Lody Gt the “rerpust, and in suol g divece
tion that the Usll, aftor pasatug through hia
bady, would pegetinta those bekind. She fred,
Tue frvt Tudian sl  The next oas uttered the
scream of mor'al gyony. Thls intrepld woman
saw the palicy of profound sllonce, Bheobserved
it. The Tvllans, s oonsequeney, were iod to
boliovs that wrnied wen worw 1n Lhé house, took
three totses froxs tho stablo, and st it on ity
It was aflerwards osoerained that this high.

Fivan har ks falth, axst, abevo all, b earsad bis , mindad widotw hadaaved hereall and-har hid.
1 poatilanngss 1o 1o} Rljowlng up a @l o Nellw'y drou Srony Bie urtack o HeRGGTE Uil



