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they sought somie friends who, had gone before them into Goldau,
but this village wvas lost under a heap of atoncs and rubbisb, one
bundred feet ini height, and the whole vall6y presented nothing
but confusien. Nothing is left of Goldau but the bell which bung
in its steeple, and whicti was found about a mile off. With tue
rocks torrents of mud ca me down, acting as rollers ; but they took
a different direction when in the valley, the mud following the
slope of the ground towards the lake of Lowerfz, white the rocks,
preserving a straiglit course, glanced, acrosa the valley towards
the Righi. The rocks above, moving much faster than those nesr
the ground, went farfher, and ascended even a great way up the
Righi: its base is covered with large blcks carried to an incredi..
hie height, and by which trees were mowed down as they mighf
have been by cannon.

Sucli are the fearful effects of' a mountain-slip. The. glacier
nmay also b. the cause of noe leas imminent dangers.

The Val de Bagnes, near Martigny, has been more than once
devastated by means'oC masses of ice and sraow froan the glacier
of Getroz, comipletely blocking up the mountain torrent which
feeds the river Dranse. Behind this bannier the waters accumu-
lated ina a fearful mariner ina 1818, forming a lake which was eau'-
mated fo contain eight hundred millions of cubic, feet of water.
Notwithatanding tie mobt persevering and ingenioua efforts te
drain tbis lake by means of a tunnel cut tbrough the ice, tihe
waters burst thnough the bannier with a tremendoua crash, carry-
ing away rocks, forests, bridges, houses, and cultivated banda.

Between Martigny and the lake of Geneva, ina the month of
Augusf, 1835, n torrent of mud descended from the summit of
the Dent de Midi, into the. Vailais near Evionaz. The folilowing
account of titis catastrophe bas been communicated to us by a
gentleman who visifed the epot ina August, 1838.

IlIt wouid appear, frc>m the accounts of the people in the
neighborhood, that one day ina August, 1835, a crashing noise was
heard in the mountain, and shortby afterwarda the ecoulement or
torrent was seen te iesue from thre ravine, overthrowing and carry.
ing along with if trees arnd everytbing else that it met in its cours.
The. advance of thre slimny torrent, although net rapid, waa irreaieti-
ble; and ina about a couple of heurs it bad covered, in a fan-like
forai, the whol 'e lope down te the Rhone. No lives were1bat; bijt
the peasants who lived ini a few scattered cottages in the ravine,


