
The Eider andi His Work !

of the spiritual and temporal affairs of Mie Cliurchi. \Ve
righ tly dlaimi the cquality of Llie eiders. the moderator sinmply
belirg prim inte paCs holding equal office and clothed wibhi
equal authiority. So iiiuchl for our theory ; whiat of our prac-
tice ? It sems to mne beyond ail dispute thiat this er1uality
is long since a thingr of the past. \\'e have corne to distini-
gruishi two classes of eiders, a superior and inferier, the teacli-
ing and ruling. the clerical and iay. Thiey do not, have equai
ordination; one is ordained by prayer and the Iaying on of
hiands, the other simpty by prayer. Equality of authiority is
gone; o..e bias a prescrîptive righlt to the higliest oflices ini the
Clhurcli, the othier is as rigidly exc]iided. Thius we end by
practically establisi ing th roc erdors, or a inodi fied episcopacy
on a small scale. lat soli'-ary reason can be advanced for
not perinitting the so-callod ruling eider tu adiniister the
Sacramnent ? Wh1y should hie not be eligible for the miodera-
torshiip of Presbytery, Synod, or even General Assemibly ? L;
it for want of mnen of ability ? Qui it be supposed that, the
mon ivIio take a foreînost place in Parliainent, on the Bencli,
at the Bar, and in the Exchiange, are incapable cf conducting-
the business of our Iighrlcst Clhurchi courts ? Not te specak of il-
lustrieus eiders in ]3ritain and the United States, meni who

haemade thomsolves fainons iii thie annals cf hlistory, Nve
have iii our Dominion men -perfectly able to conduet the niost
difficult business cf our hiighest Chnurch courts. Whicn w'. ý get
back te primitive Presbyterianisin, there w~ill be a higlher
ideai of the eldership, and iicased activity.

IV. Lastl , the wvant cf training is an obstacle in the wvav
cf their usefu]ness. We expect theain te, preacli aind teacli,
v'isit and pray, -witliout furniiiig thein ivith any training for
the wvork. A severe course of study and experience in the
mission field is required of ene preparing for -the niinistry,"
but nothing, ini the nature of preparation is required £or the
eldership. Hence the eiders are z:eldoan hieard iu prye xucet-
ingr, or iii the Sabbath service. Many, lu absence of the
settled pastor, are hie]pless te, cenduet the worship. In this
rtspect, w-e mii.glit wvell horron' a leaf frein the work of other
religrious denoininuations. Au adequate trai ning, thecoretica-ýl
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