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HOME AND SCHOOL.

., . . Gomforted.;
BY LILLIAN’ GREY..

MY efes were heavy with weeping,

« My heart was heavy with chre,

\For iay: fairest bope lay withered

-~ Becanse of unanswered prayer. )

And all through the long night-watches
It seemed, as I lay awake,

That life itself was a burden
To carry for others’ sake.

For my hands and feet were weary
With the daily toit amd care; -

And my. pogragp seemed)to fail ma
With the failure of my prayer.

And T thought of the strange life-journey
86 full of trouble and fears, '

And I said: ‘But the dead are blessed;
For sleepers there are no tears!” -~

" And so with 'my ssddened fancies
~I listened the beating rain,

~Forgetting that April sunshine

Would waken the flowers again; .
,F orgetting that hope, though bafled,

Dies not in the human breast,
“And that only the upwatd toiling

Will lead to the mountain's orest.

Then down through the dawn came ringing
Glad peals from the old church-tower;
" And I thonght with a rush of feeling,
Of that strange, chill morning-hour,
When Mary within the garden
Stood weeping, and troubled, and worn;
How the Master’s one word: * Mary!”
Made a glorious Easter morn.

And my heart threw off its burden
. At the pound of the swinging bells;
“For the thought of the Resurrection,

' All querulous murmuring quells.
And because of the world’s: Redeemer,
It is well with the world for aye;
And my heart was sweetly comforted

That beantiful Easter Day. -

“Give a Man a Chancel”
BY EDWARD LAVER.

“ WELL, Jones, have you anything to
say for yourself, eh 1" ‘

So spoke Captain Springfield, chair-
man of the County Magisterial Bench,
to Charles Jones, a man of about forty
years of age, who had béen brought up
before him charged with being drunk
and incapable a day or two previously.
The case was clearly proved by the
constahle, who had found the defend-
ant in a helpless condition on the
highway. Indeed, thére was no de-
fende. '

The man looked sheepishly at the
Benoh, as he replied, *“Well, sir, all I
¢an say is, ‘Give a man a chance!’”

“You have been a soldier, have
you!” queried the magistrate.

~%Yes sir,” answered the man, in-
voluntarily springing to attention and
giving the military salute. ’

«T thought s0,” was the quiet
response. “I am sorry te see a man
who has served his Queen and country
standing in the position you are. Any-
thing against him before, Inspector?”
turning to the. palice officer.

« No, your worship, . He could do
.well enough if he would keep away from
the drink,” replied the officer.

« Supposing I give you a chance,
are you willing ta work if you could
get & job1” asked the magistrate of
the accused.- e - :

_ “Yes, Captain, give ‘me another
chance, and see if I woulda’t turm over

Vil

a new leaf,” respectfully answered the
man.

“Very .well,” was the reply, “as
this is your first offence you will be
discharged with a caution, Don’t
come here agpin ou this charge, or it
will be remembered against you.. If
you will wait for me outside the court
till the business is concluded, I should
like tp have a few words with you.”

“Thank you, kindly, sir, I'll be
there,” answered the man, as, giving #
salut,e; he turned to the right-about
and left: the court.

_ At the rising of the court Captain
Springfield went outside, not much
expecting, if the truth may be told, to

:| see the man ha intended to befriend.

“«It's all very well, Springtield,” &

brother magistrate said to him in the

ante-room, “your temperance notiong

‘| may be all right, but. you only, geﬁ

imposed upon after all. .- That fellow
will get all he ean out of you, then gd
away, get drunk.out. of the proceeds,
and laugh at you for your pains.” ‘

«I hope not,” quietly regponded the
Captain, as he put on his coat. At
any rate I intend trying the experi-
ment. I.saw too much of the evils of
intemperance whilst on .service. not
to be anxious to do all I can to mitigate
some of it,if it lies within my power
to do s0.” .

The other laughed, and saying,
«You mean well, no doubt,” passed
on. . o
Captain : Springfield, it should be
explained, had seen much service in
various partd of Her Majesty’s domin-
jons, and had been frequently called
upon to punish drunkenness among
the gallant fellows under his charge,
who occasionally forgot themselves and
yielded to the temptations which so
plentifully beset them. When placed
upon the half-pay list he returned to
England, settled down at his country
seat, qualified as a county magistrate,
and had for some years past been doing
all the good he could to those around
him, or with whom he was brought into
contact. His magisterial duties fre-
quently brought him face to face with
the evils of the drink traffic in our
midst, and he determined to take some
steps to show his practical sympathy
with those who were trying to inculeate
habits of thrift and sobriety. He first
of all tried the strictly moderate plan
as the basis of his advice.and example ;

that this is but a half-hearted way of
getting about -the. work, and being
really in earnest, he took the further
step and came out boldly as an ab-
stainer, and at once found his power
and influence for good vastly increased,
although, as a matter of course, some
of his- personal friends and- acquaint-
ances rather deprecated his “fanatic
notions,” as they called them. But,
strong 'in the consciousness of doing
;ight, and having the approval of his
conscience, Captain Springfield kept
right on, till by and by his friends
mot -only began to respect his ideas,

but also to render pecuniary*ssistance

but finding, as many others have done, |

when necessary to carry out any chari-
table design or relief scheme in which
he was the prime mover.

The man %’W:ﬁﬁfﬁg “Sukside the
court when -"ths-;:ﬂqistrat&' emerged
from the codrt, sq tefling Kim to call
at the Grané }n’:ﬁ.‘f ‘

himself at Qx_e 4
magistrate Wagswe

study. T ¥
“ Well, my mam g

cheerfully, I am a; )
good turn W can, gand:7I kho;pa' you-
are anxious to help yimrself. - Depend"

—help yourself, a,nd‘av v %ﬂ] help
you. our worst edqu¥] t"pé'esgnb'is;,
without doubt, the:m. " No man
can do himself or gnybedy else any
good if he is continuallyn the, rfﬁécidle,
and I have seen endagh of life-Land
so have you, I expest—to know
that the men are most succesgful in

take intoxicating dri
Now, I want to ma
I will give you a chance if you will
accept it.” K

“Only try me, sir,” eagerly replied
the man. N

“Stop a minute,” said the Captain,
“There i8 one condition which T must
insist upon. I will take you into my
employment and give you a fresh start,
but I muat ask you tirst of all, are you
willing to sign the pledge not to take
intoxicating drinks in any form? You
know your own danger, and you know
how we used to get at that in the
army. When a danger or a difficulty
was in the way we went straight at, it,
and got the best of it. Now, that ig
what I want you to do in this matter,
Go straight at it, and sign the pledge.
You will conquer if you are determined
to succeed. What do you say ?”

Jones hung his head, and mused for
a few moments before venturing to
mply, The Captain waited patiently,
thinking it best to let him have due
time to consider the matter. At length
the reply came—* I hardly know what,
to say about that, sir, because I ap
afraid of myself. 1 don’t believe I
could resist the temptation long if any
drink were to come in my way; ang
how is a fellow to get away from it,
sir?”

“Yes, I know,” answtred the Cap-
tain, sadly. “A man is tried and
tempted at every turn, and if we had
to rely upon our own exertions or our
own strength we should be sure to fa]],
We must put our trust in One abova,
who will not leave us nor forsake ug if
we will only call upon him in our times
of trial and temptation. You can join
the Good Templars or the Temperance
Society, and have a meeting to go to
occasionally, to encourage or assist you,
I have taken an interest in You, because
you, like myself, have served under
Her Majesty in the army, and also

tiog for'him in bis the
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and most useful all roknd ‘wgo{t;not ‘
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about doing good, and who puts it into: §

our hearts to speak a word in 5eason. |
-Think about this matter, Jones: pray’ f§
to God af)pﬁt it, and enlist under the|
banner of@?f()am of our salvation.”!
. “PloasoGod, 71ty my besy sir”
Amp.onded; :h'e man, dnd the eagerness
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* * * *
| -aplain Bpempfield was as good as;
his wo“ii;:{ gave the man imploy-%

yeur | wils ablo  to

b . to promote him to 81
po‘in,.?n of thust. Nor was his confi-

%Med, for no one would'

denis
r

; chance” to do better-
Yes, temperance and godliness have
changed Charles J ones from a useless
encumbrance upon the State to & §f

his feet firmly upon the rock.

* * * * * *

The moral need scarcely be drawn

he who runs may read, so legible are

the

would ‘more often give a practical

turn to their opitrions and their sympa- |
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An Easter Thought.
01}, wh'ile all things are awaking
» n this busy worlq around,

Y, must hearts alone be breaking

F .
A (;)r the bliss they have not found ?

% kmx‘xst blighted souls’ affection
. ike dead leaves be cast aside—
all it have no resurrection

Ina heavenly Easter-tide ?

Sur(?ly, h.e whose power can waken
Life within the leafleas tree ‘
dﬁto wooqlands, flower-forsaken,
H g again the bird and bee—
eH can wake to life and duty
Andu}t)nfm souls enchained b& sin,
ht:mg forth the hidden beaunty
18 Image stamped within,
Oh, when broo

tern Temper”

ds the dark December
HOver blighted tree and flower
opeful§y Wwe will remember '

Aot wl;:les Waked by sun and shower;

A ;]3:} ™sts of shae and sorrow, -
ick darkness round us roll,

because of the love of him who went
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Bringing Eagter to the sou(;? oW

P

Samem— -

——

body- csm}oznehke that before, %7
i
|

meat, found i lodgings . rooms |
over. the toa use, surrounded him' | ’
with ; A '

d8, and at the end of o 1R

it
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