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The Queen's Birthday.

The following song has been written
and set to music by Mr. F. H. Torrington,
Toronto :

Old England calls upon her sons

‘To honour England's Queen ;

Her sons respond, and daughters, too,

To keep her mem'ry green.

With loyal hearts and ready hands

The Empire’s children stand
Prepared to do, prepared to die,

For Queen and native land.

For fifty years our country’s flag,
Hath borne o'er earth and main,
The name of Empress, Queen beloved,
With nelther spot nor stajn.

Long may it bear Victoria’s name,
Long o’cr us may sho reign,

And for our Empire, broad and grund,
May she new honour gain.

Upon our Queen—our country—flag,
God's blessing ever rest,

With peace and plenty everywhere
Her people’s homes be blest.

God save the Queen, her people pray
From hearts sincere and free,

Uvod save our loved Victoria,
And crown her Jubilea.

Chorus—
Victoria ! our Queen beloved
With loyAal heart and hand,
Thy Coloniles and Fatherland
United by thee stand.

SCENES IN THE LITE OF QUEEN
VICTORIA.

THE EARLY TRAINING OF OUR QUEEN.

From the days when the infant daugh-
ter of Ernest, Duke of Kent, was dandled
in her father's arms, with the proud
parental cry : “Look at her well ; she
wil] yet be Queen of England !"” her noble
German mother seems to have cherished
the idea of forming in her child, by care-
ful training and restrainlog, under the
Divine blessing, such a character as
might pass unrebuked before her peoplo, |
even in the * flerce light that beats upon |
a throne.”

She was kept with jealous care from
the evil influences of a corrupt court,
and brought up, as only too small a pro-
portion of her subjects have been, in
habits of simplicity, obedience, frugality,

and piety.

The following story shows that she!
was early made to bear the * discipline
of consequences” : ‘* The Princess had .
her allowance, and was expected to make |
it suffice and never to overrun it. Once,'
at the bazaar at Tunbridge Wells, she
had expended 211 her pocket-money in a i
number of presents for various relations
and friends, when she remembered an-!
other <ousin, and saw a box marked
haif-s-crown, which would be just the:
thing for him. The bazaar people:
wished to enclose it with the other ar-:
ticles purchased. RBut the governess
sald: *No! You see the Princess has
not the money, and so, of course, ghe
cannot buy the box.’ The offer was then :
made to lay it aside till purchased, and:
the Princess tbankfully assented. As
soon as quarter-day came, down she
came to the bazaar on her donkey, be-
fore seven o‘'clock jn the morning, and
carried the box away with her.”

The young Princess was Kkept—not-
withstanding her child-like wenderment ¢
at the little attentions paid to her and ¢
not to her slster—in ignorance of her:
nearness to the throne untfl she had:
reached the age of twelve. Her com-t
ment, when the mutter was explalined to ¢
her, shows that her reflective powers:
were quite beyond her years: * Now,
many a child,” said tne young Princess, °
*would boast; dbut they don't know the
difficulty. There Is much splendour, i
but there is much responsibility.” .

We pass over the six happy years of
free, open-air life, spent, for the most '
part, in secluslon, until the death of her
royal uncle placed Victoria on the:
throne.

THE 3MAIDEN QUEEN.

Most of us have read Miss Wynn's
pleasant story of the manner in which, .
after much ringing and knocking at the
gates of Kensington Palace, and many
remonstrances on the part of the malid, ,
who was reluctant to disturb the sweet |
sleep of her mistress, the Archbishop of
Canterbury and the Lord Chamberlain
obtajned access to her bfajesty In the
early dawn of merning; and how, “stand-
ing in a loose, white night-gown and,
stawl, her night-cap thrown oft and her,
hair flowing upon her shoulders, her feet ,
in slippers, tears in her eyes, hut per-
fectly collected and dignified,” the young
Queen opened her lips for the first time
in her new character, saying slmply to
the Archbishop. I beg your Grace to,
pray for me® Then all three knelt |
down together. And thus the reign cf

Quoen Victorla was {naugurated by a
prayer-mecting ! Surely a fitting bdo-
ginning for ffty years of blessing !

The delleacy of feellng in which she
had been trained is strikingly 1llustrated
by her gontle refusal to obsorve the pro-
priety of addreasing her letter of con-
dolenco to tho late Queen—to her Ma-
Jesty the Queen Dowager, instead of to
her Majesty the Queen. “1 will not be
the first,” sald Victoria, * to remind her
of her altered position.”

The touching incidont of her procla-
matlon, when the young Queen, over-
como by thoe enthusiasm of her subjects
and the novelty of her situstion, fell
weeping on her mother’s neck. lias beon
;axqulsltely immortalized by Mrs. Brown-
ng :

* God bless thee, weeping Queen,

With blessings more diviae,

And il with better love than earth
That tender hoart of thine;

That when tho thrones of earth shall bo
As low as graves brought down,

A plerced Hand may give to thee

The crown which angels shout to see,

Thou wilt not weep

To wear that heavenly crown.”

Victoria was soon to find a helpmeet
in the cares of State; but, during the
briet period of her life as Malden Queen,
she gave evidenco of great declision of
character and firmness of principle,
coupled with a most earnest desiro to
understand the duties ¢? her high posi-
tion.

“It {8 clear,” says Dr. Arnold, “that
those matters in which it is our duty to
act, it is also our duty to study.” Act-
ing on this principle. the young Queen
was each morning in consultation with
her ministers, and was soon initiated {n-
to the details of State affairs.

THE ROYAL WIVE AND MOTHER.

The Queen’s marriage with her cousin,
Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg, took
place on February 10th, 1840. It is well
known that love dictated and ruled the
unfon of the royal pair. * Father,
brother, friends, country,” writes her
Majesty, with that simplicity and ab-
sence of assumption which charms the
hearts of her people; “all has he left,
and all for ma. What I8 in my power
to make him happy I will do.”

*“Her dajesty’s tender regard for iier
husband made her very sensitive to the
unjust aspersions to which he was oc-
casionally subject, and correspondingly
delighted when his merits were duly ap-
preciated. Every true wife will appre-
clate the Queen's letter to Lord John
Russell, when he had expressed himselt
very warmly concerning the Prince Con-
sort’'s speech on the Jubilee cf the So-
clety for the Propagation of the Gospel,
in 1861 :

“ The Queen felt sure that the Prince
would say the right thing, from her en-
tire confidence in his great tact and
judgment. The Queen, at the risk of
not appearing sufficlently modest—and
yet, why should a wife ever bs modest
about her husband‘'s merits ?—must say
that she thinks Lord John Russell will
admit now that the Prince is possessed
of very extraordinary powers of mind
and heart. She feels so proud of being
his wife, that she cannot refratn from
herself paying a tribute to his noble
character.”

Her Majesty’s sacrifice of personal feel-
ings in laying before her people s0 many
of the sacred details of her family life,
renders it superfluous for us to do more
than refer to the pages of her published
journals in proof of the fact that her
own mother’s lessons wera thoroughly
carried out fu the royal nursery. As
they grew older, her Majesty’s children
learned—by unconscious imitation of
their mother—to take the warmest and

| most sympathetic interest in the lives of

the poor.

One specimen must suffice. “ I walked
out with the two girls,” writes her Ma-
Jesty, in her Highiand Journal; “stopped
at the shop, and made some purchases
for poor people and others. Really the
affection of these poor pecple, who are
so hearty and happy to see you taking
an Interest in everything, i{s very touch-
ing and gratifying.”

THE WIDOWED QUEEN.

Many of our readers remembe, that
terrible December aight, when the light
of the royal home was quenched. Even
in that “ first lone hour of widowhood,”
the Queen writes: ““I can see the mercy
and love which are mingled with my
trial.” “The was much affected by the
present o. & richly-bound 3ible—an offer-
ing from “many wicows of England.”
In that graceful, sympathetic style which
s pecullarly her own, the Queen wrote
her thanks to her kind sister-widows,
gratetully acknowledging ¢ the consola-
tions of God,” adding, “ that our heaven-
1y Father may impart to many widows

those sourcus of consolation and support,
is their broken-hecarted Queen’s earneat
prayer.”

In the many sorrows which heve falien
upon the Quecen since the sunshine of her
lifo wan shadowed by that first terrible
storm-cloud, her Majesty has always re-
sponded sensitively to the touch of sym-
pathy, though since that sad event her
public appearances have been cowmpara-
tively rare. Sho has never been care-
less of her people’s love. Wken the
nation watched with lher jn trembling
hopo round tho sick-bed of her first-
born, and rejoliced with her on his mar-
vellous restoration in answer to prayor,
her Majesty was deeply toucheii; not less
80 when that fated December day do-
prived her of the daughter who had beon
her husband's chosen companion, and
hence specially dear to herself—the
lamented Princess Alice; nor yot again,
when tho son, who, more than his
brothors, seemed to inherit his father's
literary tastes, was stricken dow.

In all her sorrows—and in all thelr
gorrows—ever tho first to send a sym-
pathotic messago {n any national calam-
ity, our widowed Queen has ‘" dweit
among her people.”

No empty acclamations greet her
jubllee, Lut heartfelt gratitude to God
rises froin the nation, as with one volce,
that he has so0 long spared to it a Queen
whom it can love anu reverence without
stint. Her name {s worthlly linked with
that of her noble husband, who did so
much for kia adopted country.

THE PRINCE OF WALES AND
SUNDAY.

It may bo of interest to know how the
Prince of Weles, the heir to tho British
throne, observes the Sabbath day. The
London Quiver, In a reccont Issue, has an
article upon this matter which shows
how strictly he an¢ his household observe
the sacred day. We make some qQuota-
tions :

When in thelr country home they are
seven miles from a town ; and although
therc is a station some two mliles away,
it is closed on Sunday, and no train
whatever runs on that day.
{8 that the church which he and hi=
houschold attend s kept clear of visitors
.prompted by curlosity. The men em-
ployed on the estate have the entire
day's rest secured to them. In fact no
unnecessary work, in any shape or way,
is performed in any part of the Prince's
domain.
(his town house) is also gpent in com-
parative quictude. Divine service Is at-
tended in the morning by their Royal
Highnesses, and after luncheon the Prin-
cess and her daughters often attend one
of the West End churches to hear some
popular preacher, or to be presest at a
children’s service, such services being
much enjoyed by her Royal Highaess.
Beyond this, kowever, the royal family
are, of necessity, compelled to pass the
majority of their London Sundays eithor
in the house or i{n the very beautiful
grounds about it When the Prince
goes to Parls he always makes it a rule
on Sundays to attend the English church
near the Embassy.

THE QUEEN'S WALKING-8TICK.

The walking-stick which Queen Viec-
toria has found it necessary to use dur-
ing the last few years {8 a staff of swout
British oak, originally made for and pre-
sented to Charles II. by a loyal citizen
of Worcester. When the Queen first
used it, it only had a plain gold top, but
in after years she required something to

her better, so there was added a queer
little Indian idol which formed part of
the booty of Seringapatam.

In the lobby of the British House ot

been a poor boy who cleaned btoots, the
i noble Joseph Eretherton replied: “1It 18
| true; and, my lords and gentlemen, it is
| also true that [ cleaned them well " In

'Commons, when joered because he had .

The result i

Sunday at Mariborough House |

give her a firmer “ grip ™ and to .upport .

revealing the disposition of God, did not .
Christ learn to make doors and butid .

wealls 2 Every ncedful earthly trade is
ag glorious as the service rendered by
{ angels in heaven. To sweep a chimncey
| and to guide an empire are equally beau-
i tiful to God {f beautifully done. Igno-
1 bility arises only when the black-coated
1 profeselonal takes a mean advantage of

1 & fellow-creature or the shirt-siesved -

1 workman puts in rotten wood and hides
} it with deceptive paint

Reason Enough. *Mike, what makes
you talk so much ?* *“ Shure, an* I
coom by it nataral, sor.” * How's that?”
“ Falth, an’ wasn't me fayther an Oirish-
mszn, and me mothor a woman 7

1337-1897.

It was five o'clock on tho morning of
June 20, 1537, ten days after ber eight-
eonth birthday, that the Princeas Vie-
toria was roused from her alumbers to
recelvo the anuouncement that the bur-
then of the great reaponsibilities for
which she had been so carcfully trained
had at length fullen upon her young
shoulders  The manner of her recop-
tion of that news and the impreasion
the acone made upon the minds of the
little gathering at IKensington Palace
on that early June morning have been
often told in stirring words by men who
were spared to realize the strength of
character, the quict earnestness and tho
capacity for administration which under-
lay the artless innocence nand modost
manner of the young Queen.

By tho time of her formal coronation,
on 2%th June, 1838, she had mastered
the cumbrous detalls ot court ctiquette
and, desplte her slight stature, acquired
that dignity of deportment and royal
bearing which hns been the admiration
of Indian potentates and the envy of
Luropean courts. and has rendered itsolf
ospecinlly remarkable at those numer-
ous officlal functlons and ceramonials
which it {8 one of the penalties of her
position to hold.

How fortunate the young Queen was
fn her choice of & partner who was not
only a good man and a loving husband.
but a cultured schoinr and swise coun-
ctilor, tho nation at Iarge only knew,
alas, too Iate; but it must have bLeen
ono of the most solld consolations on
that sad 14th of Docember, 1861. for the
young widow of forty-two to realize that
the man whom she had dellghted to hon-
our had made his mark and was held
in increasingly high eateem by the men of
his time who were inost ~olobrated for
nobility of character, fertllity of genius
and breadth of statesmanship.

Her loss was indeed a double loss
dooming her tn truthfn) phrase to a posi-
tion of * splondid isolation,” for com-
solations and friendly counsels which
could be enjoved by the euhfect, custom
and etlquette denied to the roverelgn
and that persona! likes and dislikes must
not ho indrlged In by the head of a con-
stitutional government, the Queen hadt
had early proof by the intrigues of Whig
and Tory ministers and ex-ministers in
connection with what has passed down
to history, 2s the great Bedchamber plot

It {8 interesting to recall the striking
features of the long Georgian reign—
1760-1820 -and contrast the large part
the pomp and clrcumstance of war
played in that period ns compared with
the Victorfan age, in which tke gohiove-
ments of sclence will most occupy the
pages of history.

The reign of George TV cpened almusr
with the Pecace of Paris, which, on the
10th of February, 1768, socured Canada
to British rule. But from 177 to 1818
a struggle for very cxistence went on
and stirring scenes were witnessed and
daring deeds done by land and sea whieh
will ever be glorious meamories, with the
gad exception of the blundering and im
potent statesmanship which brough!
about the separation of the American
colonles from the Ifother Country. under
circumstances which left 8o many sceds
of bitterness bohind—bitterness, howevar,
which in the Mother Country itsell has
now wholly passed away. The days
whben Pitt, Chatham, Fox and Burke
were the shining lights of the political
world seem far more remote than they
really are, and the effert whirh the vie
tortes of Howe, Rotney, N=lsnn and Wel
lington had towards es'ahifshing the
commercial supremary of the empire fs
seldom appreclated by this later genery
tion, and it is only the very few whn
think of the political problems which be
gan to be solved durlng the reign of the
greatest of the Georges

We can scarcely credit that the stage
coach was the ordinary mode of inlanA
communication when our Queen was one¢
of her teens, that thc only romrmunica

" tion between the ol world and the new

was carried on at {rregular intervals an'
under most uncomfortable conditions
with a degree of legitimate apprehersion
which we now ae jua'ly ridicule bat *h!
is not the placo to review the vast
changes in soclal and political life which
have followed and are still secthing as
a result of the working of mighty in
tellects during the Vict:r'an relgn

Had the Queen taker. !fe less serinualy
and bdecn conient . art as the mere
figure-head of the demourralic monar i
which tas sncceeded the monarchical
oligarchy of her long Yved un:le, the
tistory of Erglanl atd the Empirc
would have afforded no pleazant read-
ing. Probably not till this gzneration
has passed away W.. the ceo,dence sceo
the Lght of day which can .ncudtro-
vertibly prove a.l tuat her .uflyence haa

, eftected for the causo of peace daring the

lagt forty years.



