Shart Sermon.
LY USXRAY CRODRGE TOMKINS, LATE VICAR OF BRANSTIMGS,
BARABBAS.
St. Luke, xuiii. 18.—And tiey cried oul ail at onee, snying, Avey
with liis man, and release unfo us Baralblas !’
T5rea CAR by vear as the shadows of Lent thicken to the three
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A 3” " hours' hiding of the sun, as the voices of this awful
PRINT framedy despen to the ‘lond veice’ with which the Son

- of Maa mave up 1Lis spivit to the Father, the fourfold
cord of the great avgument biads us to our allegiance :— These are
written that ve miglhz Ixtisve that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God, and that beiisvisg ye might have life through His Name”
‘This is the supreme pi:rpose and lesson of 2li.  This should sink into
the, Christian’s soul, and live and work in his doings. This is the
individual effact.  But thiere is a corporate ¢ffect.  The bread that
we break is one loaf. Al we Iis Cluwel: arc one loaf of that Wheat
which fell into the groiad and diwl. Al we are baptized into His
death. I, if I be il wp, wilt dmw all men unto Me.”  The
great colicctive offsct. ,

There are. i . ather Teasonz darshit iy oar Lond and Master,
of vast and vital fiporl,  Fugemnst of thise is the warning exanple
of the Juwish mitian,  For all Zistovis pesrpeses thy whole manhood
of the nativs was boddly present al et Passver §a the holy city.
What was dene was {rapsacted, uot ondy by the Council, the Chiet
Priests, and Riters of the jsdle, hut by the very people itself.  The
Chief Pricsts zud #2slers stivred them up, but the peaple, moved by
them, cried out all 5t onee. This, thien, was sut-and-out the doing
of the mation itseif.  "The mizssmible governor, Pilate, was a weak
man. The hixh priest, Caiaphas, vwes he that mave counsel to the-
Jews cthat it was cxpelient,—* The Chicf Pricsts moved the
peaple,—* The voices of them aad of the Chicf Pricsts prevailed,
and Pilate gave sontence that it should be'—not as justice required,.
but “gs thav required.—It was the High Dricst’s notion of expe-
diency that reicased Bazablas and crucified Jesus.  The people cried
as their micr taugit.  The Governor did, aginst all his tortured
consciense, 35 they crind.

An exchangs of cvii barmins was that st Jerasalem, where all
were paying their priny, *a godly price. snd mining for it nothing
bhut ‘harm and los)” Tl Chisl Priests 1wid ther thinty picecs,
“the price of Him that wis valand' and gained a ficd of blood.
Judas soid is Lard. and mined enly ssicide and perdition.  Pilate
il away bis consvizace. his anthwiaty, his goul. for no exchange at
all, not even popalar applause, for ke was fomnd 1o velease one, and it
was the peurte who wrenched the seditions murderer from bis grasp,
too fecbie o sive the Holy Qne, whoem hie ¢ seugdit to relense,” when
hie had dechired Him innocent.  Yus? one thing Filate gained : the
friendship of Ierod Antipas. who himsclf lad paid the head of John
the Baptigt for an kanr of dissalute amusement.

As to the nation of the Jews, ther had driven the winning
bargain, for they went anay witli their clected Barablms and with
their rejectad Saviour. . They bad gained all they desired.  What
they did gu. theit Bauabins no one cares to know. But the
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