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uncqual.  The principal armies to which the
British troops were opposed during the war,
consisted not of regular and well-disciplined
troops only, but of levies taken fromthe forests
of Ohio and Kentucky, scareely inferior as
riflemen to the Indians. Dressed in woollen
frocks of a gray color, and trained to cover
their bodies behind the trees from which they
fired, without exposing more of their pereans
than was absolutely necessary for their aim,
they afferded, on more than onec occasion,
the most convincing proofs that without the
assistance of the Indian Warriors, the defence
of so great w portion of Western Canada, as
was entrusted to the charge of the few
regulars and militia, would have proved a
duty of great difficulty and doubt.

The Americans attached an undue* impor-
tance to this affair—and when the disparity of
the forces engaged is considered, it will bescen
that there was in reality but little to boast of.
By Col. Miller's admission the forces under his
command consisted of the whole of the 4th
Regiment of United States Infantry, except
one company left at Sandwich to garrison a
fort, built by ovder of General Hull: a small
detachment of the st Infantry, and Artillerists
enough to man the guns,—this composed the
regular force, there was besides about four
hundred militia, making in all about ceven
hundred men: the total force opposed to them,
was, as we have shewn, not wmore than four
hundred and fifty men, two hundred and fifty
of whom were Indians.

Great stress has been lailon the cruel policy
of the English for acting
in concert with allies so
little disposed to deal mercifully with the cap-
tives placed by the chances of war in their
hands, and the Americaas in particular have
been loudin their condemnation of a measure
to the adoption of which the safety of the
Western Province was in a great measure to
be attributed.  These writers are however for-
getful that every possible exertion was em-
pioyed by the agents of the United States

Conduet of vur Indian
malitia.

* Thisis pretty evident from General Mull's
remarks.  His official, letter giviyg an account of
it, laments *“ that nothing was gained by it but
honor; and that the bloo1 of seventy-five men
had heen ghed in vain; as it but openeid his com-
munications as far a3 their bayonets had extended,”

Government to detach the Indians from usand
to cffet an allianee with them on the part of
the States.

“Besides,” as Major Richardson observes,—
“The natives must have Leen our fricnds or
our foes; had we not employed them the
Americans  would, and although humanity
must deplore the necessity, imposed by the
very invader himself] of counting them among
our allies, anid combating at their side, the law
of sclf preservation was our guide, and seru-
pulous indecd must he the power that would
have hesitated at such a moment in its choice.’
On the other hand too the Indians had always
been ourallies, Nofaithless dealing nor treach~
ery on our part., had aliecnated their trust and
confidence from a Government which had
heaped bounties on them with no sparing
hand. We were not the aggressors, we did
not, for the purpose of adding to our territoe
rial boundaries, carry ruin and desolation
among an almost defenceless population, we
only availed oursclves of the right, common
to every one, of repelling invasion by every
weans possible, and while we admit that our
allies were in some instances guilty of the ex-
cesses peculiar to every savage nation, it can-
not be supposed that these acts were sanc-
tioned by the Government, or that, so far as
it was possible, principles of toleration and
mercy were not inculcated by us amongst our
red allies.

In justice, too, to the Indians, we must re-
mark, that acts of barbarous cruelty were nod
confined to them. The American backwoods-
men were in the habit of scalping also, and,
indeed, it is singular enough that, although
General [Tull’s famous, or rather infimous,
sroclamation awarded death to any one of the
<ubjects of Great Britain, found combating a$
the side of, and therefore assumed to be a par-
ticipator in the barbarities attributed to the
Indians, the very first scalp should have
heen taken by an officer of his own army, and
that within a few days after the proclamation
was issued.*

* James, in his History of the War, writes:—A$
the action fought at Brownstown, where Major
Van Horne was defeated, a letter was found in
the pocket of Captain MeCulloch (who was among
the ~lain on that oceasion) addressed to his wite,
wd stating that he had shot an Indian near the
Canar | Bridge, on the 15:h of July, and had the



