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FIRE WORSHIPPERS.

SLL thiat relates to the Parsees-their relig-ion-, their
custoins, aind tlieir history.-is of the deepest interest,

an interest gIiven by and risinge frein that lioariest antiquity
to wvichl tliey belong. A reliLion that is of the niost aincient
of the earth, and one thiat, although fev and unimportiant are
its a(iherents to-day, at o11e time bade fair to 1)e the creed
of alost the wlhole civilized world. It was the beli'4 of
Cyrus, Darius, and Xerxes ; and, had not the advancing
arînies of the Persians fallen before th)e phalanges of the
Greek, the religion of the East, the worshiip of one God, inighit
have tlowed over Europe and raised it froin tlie paganisin in
whichi it gYrovellcd until the doctrines of Christ, centuries
after, spread and were received. Marathon, thiat grreatest
battie of thce world, preserved the integrity of Greece, but it
stayed the purer teaching of Zoroaster freiin flowing te the
West, as it would hiave donc undler the empire of the eastern
satraps. Long after in the East wvas Ormuzd worshipped;
longr did the Persian temples shielter the pure tiaie, of their
hioly fire; and not until the fierce followers of Mahomet with
fire a.nd sword-true fanatics' weapons-conquerecl therni in
Arabia, did the followers of Zoroaster dwindle in numbler and
decline in power, tili at lcngth, persecutcd and oppressed by a
power they coul(l net re-sist buit to which they would net bow,
they inigrated, 1,200 years ago, to India, where, in Bombay
and iPoonah, the reînnants of this ancient faith stili linger with
the.,ir worship.

Zerdushit, or Zoroaster, about wvhose birthl and childhood
later superstition ha-s tlung, an ahnost imipene-,trable veil of
fable and! of niyth, was one of thiose grreat leaders of men-
philosophie and enti - siastie-that only thie ardent East seems
powrerful te produce; one of those mon whose belief in thieir
own teaching is 'se intense and perfect as te convince al
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