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THE ENGLISE LANGUAGE.YEAR by ycar the Englishi language is being enriched by
ythe growth of its literature, and extended by the energy

of the people who use it. Tliere are soine strong grounds for
believing that it will becoine the most extensively spoken ]an-
guage in the wvorld; not so much on the principle of the' sur-
vival of the fit;test, but because of the progressive activity, in
ail departmnents, of thoughlt and action, of the people who speak
this tongue. In a recent work by M. de Candolle, one of the
representative men of science in'Geneva, Switzerland, a chapter
is devoted to the advantage to science o? a univeiri-d, language,
and to the question> '«Which of the modern languages wvill
necessarily be dominant in the twventieth century?" The
learned author answers this question decidedly in favor of the
English. And he does this in spite of the fact that French is
bis native language, and that French now holds the first place
in European diploxnacy and literature.

Dr. Abel Stevens, in a recent article, cives a surnmary o? the
,grounds on whichi M. de Candolle bases this conclusion. Wheni
Latin was the langutage of the learned, it greatly facilitated the
intercourse o? learned men ail over the xvorld; but it had the
great disadvantage of making the learned a separate class, and
keeping the cornon people of diffèrent countries in ignorance
of whiat wvas takzingf place in the world o? mind. Indeed, for
centuries the scholars and authors of Europe hiad no confidence
in their native langruagres as a vehicle to transmnit. their thoughits
to future generations. In spite of the faith o? such men as
Dante and Chaucer, even as late as; the time o? Queen Elizabeth,
Lord Bacon does not seetn to have had faith in the E nglish
language as a fit medium to grive bis ideas to the world. The
gr1eat Protestant Reformation in ail countries led the teachers
of religion to use the press as a ineans of speaking to the people,
and this principle ultimately prevailed, and lifted the modern
languages up into a higher place. The French naturally suc-
ceeded the Latin as the language of Iearning, partly because it
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