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JAPANESE MARRIAGE CERE-
MONIES.

lu former tiimes, and to a great extent
eveii now, niarrige in Japan is îîrranged
enîtirely by the parents ; but the yoting
people are beginîîiing to take the niiatter
somiewhiat ijute their own bands, aud v'eri-
table love-niatches are îîot iiow unconi-
Moni.

Thec bride brings no dowry te lier lîus-
bauid, but it is a mîatter of famîily 1)ride te,
inake the or'~iei f the (latugbter as ricli

andelean asposibe, aid at the niar-
nag fceitthi 0strnS11Seu is displayed to

thje lest advanta.
A betrothai cereniony is ceiebrated somie

tiîne beforte Ui narriage, at whicli ail pre-
liminaries aire settled. After this the
Vou:ig people have op1 ortunities of nîicet-
ing anîd 1 ecoinig acquainted, altlioughi
tbey hatve frequenitly seen each otiier be-
foire.

on the nîorning of the weddiîîg, the
bride's trousseoa is sent to tbe bouse of thie
bride<'roonî, and tastefully arranged for
the inspection of friends. The liouse is
adornied with tlowers ; and iu the cbief
rooin an aILtr is erected, upon wihel are
placcd offerings to the fainily gods, patron
saixîtz, etc. At about moon the bridai pro-
cession conies to the bouse ;the bride
dressed iii white andf veiled, and lier espec-
ial attendants dresscd iii robes of brig(lit,
colc>urs. l-sually a gentlemian aiid a lady
friend preside over the cereinonies ; and
as they aire very activ'e, flitting fromn place
te place mhcrever their service is needed,
they are calied the zmaie and femnale butter-
liv. The decisive ceremoxiy is very simple,
and <tocs niot require the aid of a priest.
The bridesmiaids fill a decor-ated pitcbcr,
bhaving two nioutls, with the native wine,
and it ia îresented to the kneeiing bride-
groom and bride aiternately until they
have eniptied it, thus syniboiizing their.
purpoffl i-Bhare-together the vic'msitudea,
4)f life, whatever they niy be. Feasting
and nerry-unakzing follow for a fewv hours,
and tiien the .newly-iiiarried couple are
left totcîc.e.~though. for sonie littie
luie zft-er, friends' iil-"Iittives are ex-

pected to hionour themn witli cails and iii-
vitations.

Marriage in Japan usually takes pliace
quite early in life,-thie bride being gener-
aiiy about sixteemi years old, and thelbie
groom froni eighitecn to twenty. The
Japanese ciassics say that " a bride niiust
bave an unsuliied repuitation, a gentie and
yieldîig disposition, an ainlounit of cdu-
cation fitted for lier sex, and the acquire-
mients of a good liotisekà%eeper,"-requiisi-
tions whicli are uiot always found, even iii
a Christian land.

If the mnarriage proves an inihappy onc,
the wifc lias no, redress ; but tic husbaîîd
mnay divorce lus wife for any one of seven
reasons, provided lier parents are stili liv -
ing for lier to return to. These reasons
are :disobedienice to lier parents-iin-law ;
bav,,inio chidreii; being, unfaithifulto lier
liusband lbcing,, jealous of liii; liaving
any contagious disease ; stealing, or talk-
ing too, inucli. As tlîe liusband is the only
juldge iii tliese inatters, it is of course very
easy for iuîîi to bu nid of a ivife of wvhoui
lie bias beconie tired.

We are hiapply to state, however, tliat
thie riglits of wvouîen are receiving- more
consideratiomi of late iu Japan. Tlîe girls
are securing a miore careful education te
lit tli for tlîe dluties of wvife andi mother,
and the biusbands are treating tbemn witi
more hionour and respect, both iii public
and l)nilxte ; and the goveriumient is seek-
ing to inîprove tlîe iia«tzriagec iaws.-Little
Ilelper..

PIAPOT'S RESERVE.

Thîis is a new station opened up aioig
the Indians in the Northi West. It bas a
population of about 400. List year Cliief
Piapo)t gave lus consent to tlîe opening up
of a sc.looi on this Reserve. A sclîool
bouse lias been buit costiing $900. Miss
Rose of WVoodstock, Ontario, was appoinit-
*ed.ilst spring.to take charge of thje school.
She lias lately writteni about lier work and
I know you wili be pieased te lîcar wlîat
slîe says.

%MTie Indins-are çntanîty.beggiigýër
tka, tea, I wisli 1 làd' a"ê?îr iloadý of black


