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STORIES 0F AN IRISIH RIVER.

The Sitnll is a river in tic wcst of Ircland, %lîich
emptics itsclf into the Shîannon. T'le gentry whosc
cou ntry-seats stood ivell up fr0131 its batiks talke<l of
the lovchint-ss of its scetncry ; conipared it favor.ibly-
with thc Thains, and cxpected tlicir suinxnier visitors
te, sketch Ilbits," or express its cliarins in song.

The poor people, înlîabitints of tic scattcred cot-
tages or little villages sîtuatcd liere and tlîcre along
the rivces course, thianked God aCter every flood thiat
flot a larger.numibcr of thin wcre dyîng froîîî the caïects
of some thrccwceks living in Itouscs tivo ard thre and
four fet deep ini watcr. For iiter cvcrv prolongcd
fail of rain,--a frcqucnt cvcîît iiiiwesterni Irelanid,-tlie
Sinh, disdainingth ti ild contrai of its banks, sprcad
far to right and lc(t ovcr adjoining lands. Yct, stili
the people would build thîcir bîouses in thc low-lying
regions which just at thc moment iiglit îlot be abso-
lutely in thc liquid state ; and. still tlîey collectcd
theirhay int Ilcocks' sicartlicvatcescdgc, thoigli a
seasan had nleyer gonc b>' witliout thîc greater part
having been swept dowîî Uic rivces course.

Athlcaguc was ane of these periodically intindatcd
villages. 1robably thîc saine blind faith iii a P'rovi-
dence, whoni, as itscenis, tlîc people thoughît aftecacli
successive flood mîght possibly ilow bc appcascd, had
acted in determining tlîcni to add Jiousc to hî'usc
during the first ycars of the existence of thc villagc.
However, that timew~as tir back in the past, and Ccdi
new gencration fouild itsclf subject to certain conidi-
tions--as it happenied iinfavorable, but ne doubt
assiigned by the inscrutable will cf Goci.

The villagc %vis inhabited by thc poocrrclass, wdîo
gel thcir living mainly by agricultural labor,' or as

bands * aI the large corn nîîll standing at anc end
of the village.

The Rector and some private gentlemen liac
senie variously sizcd, estatcs iii the niciglîborhood.
Thetr formcd a socicty cf thîcir awn, which, -*, far as
humali intcrcststwcrc coîîccrncd, had nc'tling in corn-
mn with thc villagers. They wcre practically tivo
differrnt, races. Thc one eniploycd the othcr, paid it,
Il tipped it," and gave tîte old clothes toit. In rcturn
tbis latter adniired, fawned and rccognized itself of
baser blood.

Ticrefore it may bc questioncd whethcr it %vas
simply the wish of allcviating the disconîforts of their
poorer ncighbors that evcntually led certain gent!c-
men living ncar Athleag ue to instigatc tlîc cotinty
mecmbers to rcprescnt in 1'arliament, the daniage to
lte country that 'vas being occasionvd by these f1oods,
and le propose tiat works should be set on foot Io
drain the river, for which a necessary grant cf moncy
*Shald bc assigned.

Tiiese par ticular gentlemen lî.îd large cstates by,
the rivcrand it %vas civel I;novi that calculations lîad
bucen made of the increcasc in value of ilîcir lands sub-
ject to n0 p)ossible spoliation by floods.

In coursc of tinze the so-called Sinhl Drainage Bill
passed thirough,'4 larlianment, and the grant of nxoncy
was miade. 'lle wvorks verc set on foot, and becanie
.lie ians of begriniingi- a newi cra in the life of many
a1 village along; the Sinhi.

Portions uf the river were taken onca.ftcr the other,
the bcd dccpcncd ur tic main current divcrted into
a new:%ly-ctit canal, or tunible-doiwn wcirs rcmiovcd, or
smnall obstructive islânds cut away. As cadi portion
becainu finiislied, and the works wcerc înovcd on to the
next portion, a mure or less large gang of navvics
followcd in the track.

Tlicse latter wcrc spukcni of as Ilthlose Sinh men,"
bà3' tic inhiabîtants of the various localities througli
which thc-" pass..d. As a rulc, they consisted of the

*rouglîe.t riid poorcst class af mnîc, drawn froni
out-uf. thic-,t% y districts, whose worlilly possessions
con.sistcd for the iost part of the raggcd garments on
thecir backs, a clay pipe and a bit (-f bard tobacco.

Icommuun %vith otlîcrnimiaIs, liow-ucr, thesc mcii
idid likc a siielter nt nîghit, aiîd ta have sonie approx-
ination to cooked food in the shape of potatoes,
bacon, and stirabout (porridge).

%Vlien tic wor<s cataic ta Athîcague, the villagers
found tiieinîstives for the first timc alpjuhicd to for
lodgings. This wvas a incw %vay of adding te thicir
scaxity carnings, and thîc was a sort of dignity, ton,
in bcing able to take ini lodgcrs, though their houses

* nglit coil.-,Jst of but two roorns, clay-floorcd and
ceilingless. Vct the lodgcrs wcrc quitc contcnt so
long as tlicy %terc actually covcrcd, and seven onr
ciglît pcerhaps would gathier at night into one cottag,
and witli a :sack or two uilder and a sack or two over,
ivould slccp wcll, di.-pcricd about the rougli day floor.

And noir I>asy F-arrelis wvas not the only one spot
in Adi lcaguc wvhîcrc a mai could be sure of meeting
a fritnd, but the loafers would oftcn bctakc themsctlvcs%
to tie end part of the bridge walI, whcncc could lx-
had a good vicwv of tic busy navvits wiclding pick-
axes and shovelliing away sou, and with thcir barroiws
runuing hîitlîcr andi thitbcr over planks laid frani
stotie to stonc. It is truc, hcre thcy wvcrc without
the wvhisky that 1>atsy Farrell supphicil, but thcy would
rcflect that that could irait tUl lâter on in the cvcnbîg.

Thc Rcctor, .is lic drovc smartly by in his neat d'-
art, would turn to his conîpauiions, and tell thenijoc-
ularly that herc wcre the quarter of the village club.

Tiîc Rector hirnsclf had a special interest in the
drainage of thc Sinh, for hc had been appointcd sccrc-
tary to the Iloard mihich directcd lthe wo<ks, and,
morevcr, part ofhisr,ýuhouscs and ayardw~c Ic letu
the sanie Drainage Board for the storage of plant and


