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inicuadesa of ediacation, estabiisicd ilsader the iaew iaw.
I liad*suauy reasous for decliaaiug tue task, but nay'
fricisds wauid take iso refusai, atd I coîtsoicd iinysouîf
witia the coîssideralion lit lie visitatioîs of lte sciool
districts throughout, the province, whîehi %vis otie hutt
of the work.wouid give great facilîtit.- for nîaking itty-sef
acquaisnîed wiîs te geoiogy of lte counttry. For
titree years 1 n'as etigaged it titis work, aiîdbeis
%vriting eduscaioatal, reports, and adaitîistcriig te
iew shool iaw, conductitug ait educatiotnil journal.*
visitiug schoois, aîîd holding teacliers' institutes, liad
collected lte materiais for several papers publislied iu
1r-.ugland, as weil as for xuy Acadian Ceology, whiceh.
bowever, did flot appear tll -85,5. Ini 1852, whleix oit a
geological excursion wîlh mi> frsicl, Sir Charles Lvcl.
I was introduced by biais ta Sir Edanund Head, the
governor of New Brunswick, wtho was tusuch accupied
at lte lime with lte state ofeducalianin tulit provinic,
and in parlicular as to ils provincial uinîversiîty ; aîîd iii

,4 bc invited nie along witia lte late Dr. Ryersois, tob1
a member of a commission whici hiad been appoiiutûd,
t0 suggest meaus for the improvement cf the proviniscal
University. Titis work was scarcely fiîtishted wlien Sir
I-Àdmund was promoted to be the goveruor-geucral of
Canada, and reanoved to Qnebee, where, uîtider tIse iscw
cbarter granted la McGill College lu i1852, hie becassue
visitor of the University; anud as lie was kuawia
la bc a mata of pronsounced literairy and sciciîtiffic
lastes and an active worker iii the reforins lten recenthy
carried out in the English universitiee, lte goveritors
cf McGill naturaiiy couuted on lais aid in the arduonus
slruggle on which lhey had enlered. Accordiîtgly,
,Sn afier Sir Edmund's arrivai, a depulatiati of lte
board waited enuhisu, aisd one of the suhjects ou whiiclt
lhey asked his advice was lte filiing of lte office of
principal, vhli was yet vacant. Sir E dmiiiid micii-
tionedmnyname asthatofasuitablepcrott. At first,as
oueof tben aflerwardsadtuitted to tue, they were sottie-
wbat disconoerted. They were very desirous for te
best resasons Io folow Sir Edanund's cossie, but with
hisknowledge of the availabie men in England, of sanie
of whom they had already lieard, lhey uwecsomewvhat
surprlsed that bc should naine a comparatively sais.
known colonise. In te meantime, ignorant of ail titis,
I was prosecuting a candidature for thte chair of Natural
History in my Aima 'Mater, lthe University of Editi-
hurgla, vacant bo>' the dealh of Prof. FÂward Forbes, ani
ln which I wras strongly supported by lte headiug geai o-
gists of lte lime. B>' a strange coincidence, just a!: 1
was *bout to leave Haifax for Enugland ln connectioa
with titis candidature, intelligence arrived that te
lEdinburgh chair had been filied-at an tariier date titan
ut> fraends had anticipated, and at lte saine luine a
lettev reached me frosu Judge Day offering aie
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1 bad determined in au>' case lu visit Eiiglamix, tc

attend lte meeting of the Britisht Association iii Gluasgow
and to tbaîak te many friends who had proinoted iny
Edinubi candidature, but postponed ni> deparlure

Wa week, tat 1 might conuat may fanaîl>, and dcided
ta accet lte Montreal offer, provided ltat a professer-

ship) Of geo1gY or ntattral lîistury wcru coufflta %vithi
the office. 'Iitis itl iappeaiel that I i>ctaîate coîîîîected
vili bcGilils t s iîîfiuicy linîder its ncw ntaîî1agcîttcît,

and lte storyv forîtas a strikiiig illustraîtiona of the way
in %vicbi I>oiec i:p~Our CII.rotgi liewv thetu
as WC uaay. Ils iessoii s lit youîîg usdu sliotld

unlif theusel e vel for sonie speciaity, but shotald
.iiso be stifficivîstiy geniera inl tiir training t'> adapi
Ihesittt.ves Io inew and titisezî pursîîits.

As I have re:fe-rrcd Io Sir Edtuuand Ilead, I itay say
litat lie coîîtiiîîued t'> he ait active~ fric:td of te Univer-
sity duriîtg lais terni of office: and nfier lie rttrsed to,
Eîîglanci. T1his is trait :iso of lais succ(.ssurs, ail of
whona ha;ve.siowit -a kiîîdiy jitierest lu our work, so>
that our visitor lins ail aloug lxeci a power for good.
The present Governor-Getucrail lias already, by lais pre-
scuce and words of clacer oit a rcceiut public occasion,
given at earîtest liat iu titis respect lie wiil, like lais
predecessors, prove a Wvarin frieîtd aîîld kiîidiy patron of
the highcer ethucation ln uintda.

WVheîî I acvepted the principalslxip of McGiil, I had
atot been in Monlre~i, snd kîîcw lthe coliege anîd mten
cannected sviti il otily by reputatioa. I first sawv it it
October,zS5 '.%atcrially, it was reprecn-ited >y two
blocks of uiiflniislted and partly ruinous building.;
standing ainid a wildertîess, of cxcav.itor.s' asîd iasoîs
rubbislî, overgroiu witli wceds and busheis. Tfle
grosands were iiiîfcuccd aîîd paNtured at wvili by lierds,
of cattie, wlaich îlot oîtly cropped te grass;, but browsed
on te shrubs, leaviii- uiialurt ouly oiae gre:at clini,
whicla still stands as tIse "«fouîtders tre,'" and a few
old oalze ind buttcrits, stiost of wiîicli have laad to
give place to our îsew buîildings. The oui>' acctss fron
tise lownî was by a circuitaus and suigraded carl track,
almost itîasbeat îlgli. The buildings have laets,
abandosicd bjy tia new board, and tise classes of the Fa-
cuiîy of Arts were lieid lu lte tapper storey of a brick
building in te towiî, te lower part of whlich was occu-
pied by bbc Higi Scitool. I
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and titis I fouad wvas 10 bc a lportion of onc of bte de-
taclted bulig frsilte presetit cast wing. It iad
becsa vcry inipcrfectly ftîtisied, was destitute of most
of tie requisitef, of civiiized li fe, and lu front of it was a
batik of rubbislt antd lootie stoutes witiî a swanîp below,
,while the iiiîcrior %vas iii ait isàtdc-scribatble state of dust
and disrcpair. At first 1 was dis)o-sed to rentai»a lu out
hotel for the winber, antil repair lte hause at leisure ;
but my wife, Who 1 fear was inoved 1'> tears hy the
-4ight of whaaî we land cotait to, iinsi.sted that it would bc
mondats before the hîou>c could lx: put iii orier, alad that
it could bc donc ouly utuler lier pe-rsosiai supervision. Sa
wc liad as wonî as po-sible t a lke up osîr quartes in tise
barn-)ike residencte. :ais whilc 1 %vent out dailv Io my
coliege work, ny wçicé iad ta retîsain at honte supecrin-
tcnding workntci, anîd wc lin:d to receive mnany of the
citi7cus who wvre -io kisîd -as tu call onitus, in the midst
of all the con fusion of piasleriiîg. papering, painting
and cieaning. The rc-sidnceS %vis oniy a type of the
difficulties and discouragesuents which met uas lu every


