
1895] [nflucencc of s1milsv uplolb >succeedinçi Poo0ls. 11

Many othier exainplcs could bc citec,-let thiese suffice. Spenser
affccted Wordsworthi, becauso bothi wcre higl moral poets, rover-
ing( the be-autiful, -%Norshiiplping( the truc, ciifibringe in inethod and
perception, but uniteci in lhonest and noble amns.

Whlat an antithiesis in Byron, the active, clever, passionate,
genins! \Ve can tind everyýtliingç in hlmii but a, heartfeit satisfac-
tion. Polislicd and satirical as Pope aind iDryden, loyal as those
of old to Nature, but retiectiing hiiinsclf upon bis visiOns, and
tien again hialf-unconsciously, but ai togoti wr iinpetuously, fol-
lowingc' Wordsworthi's spirit, hiowcv er inuch hie afilected to dospise
it, hie certaiinly presonts asrag coalition of poctical instinct,
inteilectual. infi enco, fateful circuinstances, and a goulus like
a ]3ury, thiat drove iini on forevecr. B3yron canniiot bc calieci
noble, but Spenser wvas. Thie one could bc liypocritical, but not
the othier. Byron reveiicd in cvii, Spenser related it fearlessly,
as one to whiom " ail things Nvore pure." Byron drummiiied ex-
perimental snatches upon the orgran of the universe, merely te,
please imiisolf ; Spensor played fromn a brave poetic soul hiarmo-
nies and- mnelodies for ail whio wvouid be charined. l'ho differetices
were xvide, se that Byron hecard but littie fromn Iis feflow-poet.

Spenser, hiowver, grave Byron hiis stanza for Ohtilde fl arolct's
Pilg'rirnagc, in the preface to which hie remarks thiat "«the stanza,
of Spenser, according to, one of our mlost successful pocts, admnits
of every variety," and proceeds to quote Beattie's praise of the
ineasure, conciuding withi the assertion of hiis owvn conviction
thiat failure, if it cornes, 'Imust be in the excution rathier than.
in Mie design, stanctioned by the practice of Ariosto, Thomson,
andl Beattie." But failure did not corne.

Shieiley, the supreme and swift dictator of the Imagrination,
righitly accorded it the first place in Ilis being. fec understood
Wordsworth as Byron wrould not, and hoe too invested Nature
with spirit. But inethods «again differed: Wordsworth saw ail as,
the reflective philosopher, Shelley, in the imagre of Love. Anxious,
sens.itive, ecstatic soul !EpIipsychbiclioni is bis invoiuntary auto-
biography. liowever carefuily intellect served imii, liis utter-
anCe grew more passionate, quick, intense. Eis love was bound-
iess, choking. Hie reached the point of over-satiation, of too
keen joy,-
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