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iug to the opinion of the people ¥ Members
ought to exercise their own jndgements, but
the sober deliberate sense of the people onght
to have its influence. Ile would ask those
of the old Assembly who wero then present,
the favored few of the old forty-four, what
practical lessons they had learaed from the
late oventa 7 T'he Ilon. and lenrned gent.
from the township of Windsor had stateq that
nn change bad takeh pluce 10 the political sen-
timents of the people. Why then were driven
from those branclies many men of the high-
cst talent awd respectability, aud of an unsulh-
vd reputation as 1o meral character, but who
hud voted for measures in oppusition to the
wishes of the People, and gave to the late
House a tone which ho trusted the presomt
House would moderately but firmly redeem.
There were some measures carried 1n tho late
Houso which few men would have the moral
courage to propose n this, He was satisfied
that there was a miajority in the house dispos-
ed to follow the example of the other colonial
assomblies, and by an act of magnanimity a-
bridge their vwn power.—It was magnanimty
because members might if they please, sit there
for six years, and the secret nchnation of
every maon to retamn power, would naturally
array itself against the wmeasure proposed.
e thought that 4 years constituted the happy
medium ; he conceived annual parhiaments to
be incousistant with the genius of monarchial
governments. In the congress of the neigh-
boring republic, members were elected for two
years. Why should the colonies of 8 monar-
chy go futher on this subject, than was thought
necessary by the people of n republic for their
own institutions 7 Four years would give to the
people just that degree of sobier, rational refor-
ming influcuce, which *hey ought to possess.
e looked upon this messure as the grund
touchstone of the present Assembly, and felt
that its success or its failure would show the
chinracter of the new house.

My Rlewart opposed the bill ju a speech of
considerable Jength, in whieh he repudiated the
charges and insinuations that had becn thrown
out by cortain members against the acts of the
lzte [ouse, and concluded by snying, betore 1
sitdawn, [ repeat iy requisition, 1 demand
legal langzuage, a bell of particulars of our offen-
ces—1I for one stand ready here to meet, refute,
and repel the unfounded charges, which have
been so widely circulated against the late
House, if they should be repeated hiere.

My Ioce was at all times angious not to
tire the Iouse with muech spoaking—he knew
from experienee that members were uot inelm-
cd to waste time in listening to speeches, not
bearing on the question, or caleulated to facil-
wtate the business before the Ilouse. 1 have,
faid he, studiously refrained from malung
charges in this Assemby upon those that prece-
ded w. My optnions as respeets therr raca-
sures, I have elsewhere freely expressed—for
thase opinions T mmn of course responsible—
but I presunie that T can anly be called on here
to defend what I may say and do as a member
of the House  As, howerer, the learned and
honorable member from Cumberland has
thought proper to challenge those who haye
elsewhere arraigned the conduct of the lnst
Unyse—and called upon them emphatically to
tmeet him, and put their vague cherges into

“shape and form—1I, as one of those, am ready

to accept the challenge—and to pownt bim to
some of the reasons which induced me to find
fault—which croated dissatisfaction in the
country ; and which, I believe, earned for that
hndy @ reputation that 1 truss the present
Hoose will endeavor to avoid.

X will not go into an clrborate review of all
the measures of that Assembly, but the learned
rentleman will permit mo to turo his attentivn
%o ono of their exrliest acts — to remind him
thet, white yet freeh {com the husivgs—wuth
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popular professions and sentiments of potriot-
1sm on their bps, une of the first things they
did was to increase their own pay. Was this
not a measvre calculated to arouse suspicion 1
T'o excite the people’s fears 7 And, though in
wself perhaps a tnitle, was it not a pretty deci-
ded indicotion of the spirit and leanings of
that Assembly?  One ot the next things they
did was to double their Speaker's snlary. The
learned gentieman will, perhaps also allow we
to remind hum of the commutation of the Quat
Rents—that ridiculous arrangement, by which
L2000 per annum were taken from the resour-
ces of tho country to ywell the casual Revenues
by which the enly chance of reducing our cu-
vumous saluries, sud making a satisfuctory ad-
justment of the Civil List, hik=ly to occur for
years was jost to the Province—and the hands
of those, already ton powerful for mischicf,
were thereby ctrengthened.  These are some
of the things which that House did 5 allow wme
to turn to some others which it neglected, and
which this one has us yet, shown no disposi-
tion to neglect, and 1 trust may jet accom-
plish. The learned member has tatked ina
sneering tone of what this House has already
done.  What has been done will be acceptable
to the country—as at least a pledge that it in-
tends to do much more. It has alrendy re-
corded 1ts opruion of the right of all rehigious
deuonnmations to perfect equality—it has a-
bolished one invidious distinction ; ond I trust
they will follow up that measure with another
which will drive the Bishop from the other
branch of the Legislature. 'The Members of
this lTouse are the Representatives of the Peo-
ple, composed of every rehgious creed—and
it js their duty to see that no particular and
favoured Church hns lts representative, asa
matter of exclusive right, at the Council Board,
‘The learned member from Cumberland 1s
fearful that the quaarennial Bill is calculated
to destroy the influence of this Ylouse upon
the othier Branches; but I will ask bim if the
last septennial Assembly took nany efiectunl
steps to dimnish the powers of Ilis Majesty’s
Council? Did they ask for the removel of the
Bishop? Did they not leave the Chief Justice
to preside over that Board, to mingle in the
strifes of politics—and, by his influence over
the Courts and the Bar, to foster and maintain
an illiberal party in the Country, opposed to
measuces of reform, and the just cloims and
acknowledged interests of the people 7 X trust
that this Assembly will endeavor, as far as pus
ble, to draw a broad line of demarhaiion, se-
parating the Judiciary from poliies—aud for
one, 1 am free to declare, that I wdl never
rest until the Chief Justice is remaved from the
Council. T will ask the lesrned gentleman if
the Jast [Touse attempted any thing cflectoal
to satisfy the general wish of the Conntry, by
improving the stracture of that Branch 7 Does
he consider that body, as now constituted, such
a one as ought to cxist, to pass sentence upen
the measures of this House, and despatch the
business of the Province? He knows that
members of thut bady are ealled upon in one
capacity to make the laws—in another to ad-
minister them, and in a third to advise the Ex-
ccutive as to their executron. Such a cowmbi-
nation of powers is at vartance with the prin-
ciples of the British Constitution—and, it'it be
true, as has been pretended, that the abridge-
ment of the period to four years, will fal to
weaken their influence, I have little doubt that
letting the public eye range over their deliber-
ations will crente a salnary check uvpon their
coaduct. But this House will full short of nts
duty if it stops here—it shoulid endeavour to
have a recanstruction of that Bady.
Haring showed the learned and hon. gentle-
man, in answer to his defiance, my opivtons of

some of the acts and omi-ciens of the past
House, 3 will not occupy the tere longer wub
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that subject. X support the present Bl be-
cause I beheve it will amprove the character
and increase the power of the popular Branch,
and because I am satisfied it will be acceptuble
to the people. It will give them moro frequent
opportuntties of reviewing the conduct, and
rewarding the fauhfulness or punishing the ne-
glect of members—and therefore I know that
it must be practically useful. I will not hbel
tho character of the constituency of the coun-
try, by uttributing, as some gentlemen have
done,the rosults of last election to mere acci-
dent. 1lcre and there some local combinations,
or rome political influence, may have beon
brought to bear upon particular contests—but
the clectors m general knew woll what they
were about, 1 said on a former day that I was
desirous of coupling this measure with the vote
by Ballot, but was afraid of endangering one
anod principle by seeking too muck m the same
bill; yet [ should be ashamed to allow thisto pass
without gwing (air notice of my intentions to
bring the other forward at a future tme. The
Hon. and learned gentleman from Cumberland
has asked, if tour years be good—why will one
not be better? If that gentleman’s coat wear
well for four years, where would be the neces-
sity of getting o new one every spring?  Butaf
it would not last seven, why shculd helwear it
for three years after it became shabby and de-
faced?

The learned and hon. gentleman from Just
au Corps, has stated that he is opposed to the
vole by Ballot--that he isonly for a moderate
reform; and that he feers to introduce any
new pricciole that has not been sancticned by,
the practice of the Mother Country. For my
part, I cannot Jltogether ogree with him--I
bave not that us hortor of innovation with
which some gentlemen are embued. 1 do not
think that the Colonial Legislatures should al-
ways shrink from the adoption of a sound prin-
ciple, til} the Imperinl Parlioment setsthem!
example. Would the learned gentleman n
gleet to shnngle his Iouse, till someo wealthy
uneighbour, over the way, put his in a state of
ropait? 1 dmit that innovatiens should not be
hastily pressed in any country. I will not ad-
viso pulling down and changing merely fog
amuscment--but am anxious that this llouso
should, without referenco to what may Le done
m other countries, or said across the water, as-
certain where the shoe pinches us, and having
done so, with a firm hand remove the evil.  As
rezards the necessity for annual elections, which
jenrned Gentlemen have wiged, T am well aware
that there are stratagems i politics as well as
in war ; and that when it is found impossible to
break down & mcasure by fair arguments, us
opponents sometimes try go to extend the prin-
ciple, as to alarm the fears of those who secck
only for rational reform. I am prepared to vote
against tho learned gentlemen—1 will try the
experiment of four years, and trust it will have
a beneficial effect upon the Legislation of the
Province. References have been made to the
law, preventing the dissolution of the §iouse, on
the demiso of the Ilng I approved of that
law. In England there are sound reasons for
a dissolution—a new Rlinistry comes in asa
matier of course.  But what effect has the death
of o dozen Kings on the public offairs of Nova
Scotia? They may pass away as rapidly as
Banquo's ghosts vanish from the stage, without
producing any sengible influenco here.  To fol-
low out the principle fuirly, tho IHouee of As-
sembly cught to be dissolved every time the
Colonial Ministers are changed, (and they are.
changed ofien enovgh, Heaven kaows,) for they
arc the real Colonial Kings.

1 was not desirous, Mr Chairman, to go back
to formor Houses of Assembly~—npor to pass
uny ceusure here, whatevor I may have done
elsewhere, upon their measures, but have besa

drawn into it by what was said by others. I have



