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was for tho interest of thv Empiro at large,
for what was best for the coloales was bLest
for the nation, (Cheers). The interests of
all were involved in this matter, and it was
not to bosatd that Enghishmen who had spent
timo abroad lost their right to be Englirhmen
(choers), and he could say that among all
classes of colonints the great feellng was as
strong for British interests as it was among
tho peoplo of the mother country. Tho colos
nigts were not in antagoniem to the British
Emptre, of whose subjects they were proud to
torm a part, He then called attention to a
series of resolutions which had buen prepared
by Mr. Westgarth.

The Chairman read theso resotutions, which
were as follows (—

1. That the colonies are the source ot
great commercial and social advantagoe to tho
puarnt conntry, and lergely contribute to the
mtluence and greatnuess of the Empire. 2.
That, on the other hand, tho vights of Imnpe-
rial citizeuship, Imperial suporvision, influ-
ence, and example, and Imporninl commerce
and resources prowmote sl the best int rests

bias and prejudice of all long-continued
unchecked anthority, 8 That, In the {o-
terests ahike of this country and the ¢ loufes,
the causo of cungiation i one of primay
) impurtance , that, althougn the vontrul and
maonagement ot tho vast crown domoaio of
the colonial waste lapds has, fur the ron-
venience and advaptage of buth parti & bob
made over to tho rexpective colontes, these
land: arv still under the Queen’s Government
und  ro practically 88 mach as ever openito
our migrating couutrymen, smi that it
would well become the Governonnt of the
) country to conmder the m.ans of & mure ac
tive intervinuion 1n the great nativnal con.
cern of emtgration.”

Siv GQeorgo Grey, whoe was received with
cheers, gard he had not boen at all concerned
with the diaming up of thuge resulutions,
and he bad not seen themn uutil that momeat.
Heo conntdered 1t necesancy to say this aa his
name had been mentiooed, With tho greater
part of these resolutions be could not help
agrectug, though they hardfy met hia viows
as to what shou.d be the preliminary objdct

of the colunies; and that they, on their part, j ol & numbes of colonists mectog togeher an
aro not wanting 1n a loyal appreciation ot | to points to bo dectded.  What he considored
theic byndficm! relationsbip, 3. That the | should be dectded was, whether it was in the
practical independency of a representative | power of any vue Mimster of the Ciown fiest
and a responsibie local governmeat, latterly | of all to lay such onvrous conditiuns on &
couceded to cach of the principat colouies, | Butish colony that tho inhabitants must
alikeat their own instance, and with the | have been driven to a state of despair, thep

ready concurrenco of the Imperial authorities
was most certainly never totended to weaken
the connexion with the narent State, but, on
the contrary, to strengthen it by the increased
loyalty and contentment arising from a more
suitable political condition ; and that in this
rerpect this judicious po'icy bas been attend-
uvd with completo success. 4. That under
this new system it i3 only equitable that
these 8o self governed coluntes should defray
entirety their owa tespective charges, pros
vided always that claims aud responsibihities
if any, attaching to the precoding requme, be
t1 et satistactorily disposed of; and that this
tinancial indvpendence has been, in fact,
with o very fow exemptions, which it may bo
hoped are only temporaniy such, cither
already completely attained or is just on the
ove of attainment. 6. That New Zualand is
one of thess exceptional cases, the precediog
reqime having bequeatbed to 1t a horitage of
costly dificuities with the native question iu
the Northern Island; and that the in-
discriminate and immudiate  application
of the ncw policy t. that colony's
special ease i85 A procceding at
vuco in:polhitic and uujust as towards a por
tvn of the commun capire, aud that
threatens, if persisted in, to involve its
himited resvurces 10 most senious tinancial
difficulties. 6. Tuat the late currespondence
of Her Majesty's Colouial Scerctary on the
Now Zealard question is most unsatisfactory,
not only by a refusal in termsof anwonted
discouctesy of theaid of the general Govern~
ment, in no matter what circamstances ap

plied 100, tu restuie the Quesn s authority i |

the colouy, but by the suange doutniue feft
to by inferred—that rebuifion and massacre

{ actuatty to tell gentlemen when sittiog
quietly in his room at the Colonial Office that
if the colonists wishud to leave or break off
with the mother country they might do so.
(Hear, hear) The mere doiog of this was
suffic’-nt to raise parties in the colony and
to divide opinions, to raise up £ olass of men
who deured to take the Minister at his
word; and for bhimself he could not sce
that 1t was the part of a Minister to en-
courage colounts in  New ‘Zualaed or
anywhere else to say, “We will break off
with the empire of which we aro a pact,” and
for anothir Minister to say to Ircland, '+ We
shall retain you swamst your will." These
were atl integral pacts of the Biitish Empire,
j and he held that no one Minister was ens
titled to deal with the beivg of the Empire—
that there could be no severance of suy part
of this nation withvut the coucurrence of
| Patlianment and the mill of the British people,
} (Cheers.) A Government bat cnce acted as
it they were couvinced that taey could sever
a colony ifrom the country, fur a suuth Afii-

Parlinment being questioned on the matter,

y and that coljony was cut off againat the will

of the Juabitants, and against the intolli
genced weatth of the time. No Parliamen-

act of onc sutyuct in the Cabinet of the time
severing bis brother subjects from the Empire
of which thoy were proud to form a part.
He cosld buar testimony to the high regard
felt for Great Britain in the most distant

thy fove lor-all classes of the Eoplish p ople.
Thouse culonists beid ia the higlicst cstam

in one part of the Yueen's dominions are no | the wisdum and leaiing of the upper Ja-ses,

concern of the ceutral power, but only ot
thosu of the Queen's sulyj cta who are upon
the spot, and who, whether wil ing or unwil-
ling, ablo or unable, are thus left to an en-
forced disuetion in the case. 7. That the
Colouial Office 8 nut BOW in cousvuatce with
our insuituiivns genernily, svme recoustrue~
tlon baving become necessary 1n the direc-
tion of increased publicity and responsibility,
As that office now siande, with a vastand
diversified correspondence, not systematis
cally pubiished, but only occsstonsily or
partlally so, or leng after publiaty is
of mach, if any, value., the colonial
qaustions that atse from time to time acw
practically contiolicd by the permancos
uadereger z @rat--a vody wholly aurepresea-
tative, aresponelbie, aud, o an officiai
capacity, as betore 1ho pubiw, unboona,

and, bowever uuexcoptionsble in a private| get rid of the colonies onc by ono, whether i

foved the cnergy and industiy of the working
classes, for they knew that these had made
the English name what it was, and to be gev-
cred from this Crown and this people would
strike concern aand sorrow into tbeir bearts.
(Hear, Lear ) Theso colunists he kuew had
a most intense love for the British people
(ch.crs), and they wouldnut be willing, he
well know, to be separated from this at piess
¢nt great Empire. These peuple were s
much subj-cts of the Quecn as the Ministes
10 the Uabinet, and as regarded the interasts
of those people and of the vast colonies
which wero now held in the English name,
he hold that an aunthoiitative statiment
shuuld be ebtained from the Government as
‘to the puints of the policy to be pursued ty
{ the Colonial Office. It was necessgry to loarn
-if-it was the lotention ufthe Guyetnment to

l their preaent condition of greatness, or press
the empire to a far highor josition thau it
had wiherto achioved,  (Cheers) It was
«nid that tho colonists who gathered there

, 1ast week did not konow what they want d
It mixht be ko, avd itdeed it would have
Ween wonderful if the colonicta who gutheped

¢ there Jast wee k, at a ~hort ueties, kuew how

to e xpicas theiv wants,  He, fot his part, wa-
pr ricctly astonished with that gathering and
itg roaults, (Hear) Thers wero men from
al pacis of the eaith, and with them thoy
Lrought groans from a'* parts of the earthas to
the gri vances of the colonial government ot
thy kingdom, (Hear) It was all the vam=
sle~—Nowfoundland, Jamaica, Auctralin, Ca-
nadn, New Z aland, Africa, all the same
tale, OF courxe they knew what they waat.
ed, they Lad leen led to the concluxion that
they mast know what the Gouvernment in-
tended to do, and it was Lix bolief that i the
colonivs fuund it was thy derire of Eoglaud
to cast thein off, they wonld mot gn onu by
otic, they would not allow one to be op-
preseed intuinally oc ¢ Xternaolly, or taken by
gome other Power; but they wanld all use
theit piwer and (norgy to found among
themselves o great empice. (Cheers,) He
belisved, however, that if the people of this
country werc informed that the policy of the

Guverninout was to cut off the colonies, that

prople would riee as & mau and ingist upon

the dight of their fellow-sulij cts in the colo-
nics to remain part of the Einpiie. (Cheer )

Mr Briggs (of Manchester) urged that the
resolutions should b+ referred to a rpeoin)
committee.

Mr. Bowden (of Victoria) supported Sic
Guorge Qrey's vew, that no Government
could cut off 2 colonixt from his Lirthright of
being a British subject. .

Mr, Lubillicro urged that all the resolutions
should be =djourned, in order that thoe views
of the Colonial Office might be obtained.

On the motion of Mr. Eiward Wilson, it was
eventually resolved that the committee of the
Colouial Saci-ty should be requusted to-urge
on & proposed interview witl Lotd Granville,
and that certain gentlemen should have their
names add: d to the committee with the com-

tary sanction was obtained fur that aut, an |

portions of the Bijtish colouics, and L well i
knew the revercuee folt fur the Quees, and

1 Geo. Gres, Me, A
y Geo. Thurotun, of Sydues. M. Yonle wagelec-

mittee’s assent,

It was also agreed, on the motion ef Captain
Goodliff | that the rerolutions should be dis-
cussed seriatim  The firt was eccordingly
moved by Mr, Westgasth pro forms, and the
meeting then adjonraed, sfter giving a voto

can colony had been so severed without the | of thanks to the chairmun

THE COLOXNLAL QUESTION.
MEETING OF GULONISTS IN LUNDUWY.

On Nuv, 24 an influential meetiog was held
at the Caonon-street Terminus Hote), ia Liondoa,
to consider the refations existing between Eog-
lund and the Eoglish dependencies. There
wa3a largs mumber of colonists representing
the interests of the Auswralian colonids, the
North American colunies. Jamaica, Tastania
Newtoundland, the Cape of §2ood Hope, and
vtter places, and among the cympangy wera Sa
3 Wilsun, of dalbourge, aad M.

ted as Chairmaa to preside. .

3r. Wilson, sfter explaining the purpose of tho
gathering, concluled his address by moving a
resolution to the effect that in the ¢ present most
uosatisfactory relations existiog between Great
Britun aud the colonies,” 1t was negessary that
meetings of ulonizts and gzatlemen jnterested n

1 the cotonies should be held oace a week gt the
§ Uannon-gireet statwa.

Mr. G. Iporatoo, of Sidar§, scconded the
motion. .

Mc, Buwden, tormerly of Melbonrne, expressed
an opinion, which was warmly supported, that
Lord Granville's policy was a policy-of sepata-
ting the colopies from the nation, He had
watched the course of the QColonial Office for

! years, and ha consrdered that the poliey adopted
l {y Lord UGraaville shoutd be at oncs brought
| before the prople of wis country. He thought
) tae first resotusion passed a« this meeting shoald
be a protest against Lord Granville’s” polcy.
Ho-begged to mouvt a resdlativn deprecating the
tono adopted by Lord Cranville toward Néw

and tndividuai capacity, iiable to the official 1t was 1nteaded (v kevp the culonics st Zealand, with an expr-ession of opinion that a



