
Theo narrative gives an interesting glimpse of
the oharacter of Peter. Hie is always the
practical man deaiing with theo practical affairs
of Utce. Evon whilo a disciple hoe showed
traits of leadership which were afterwards
fully deveioped. Thus theo question han sug-
gested itself te, his practical mimd: IlWhat is
the lionit te forgiveness ix: the case, of one mnan
in bis deaiing with anotlier?" That Peter
had advanced in no eniali degreo ix: the Christ-
ian life is evident frors his evon suggesting the
idea tixat an erring brother should bo forgiven
seven times.

In the narrative Jeans Christ gives Us a Idi
regarding the groat doctrine of bis roligon,
nameiy, forgiveness of sins throughi his vient.
ious sufferings upon the cross. Our Saviotu
cor.tinually speke ini parable; aîid great spirit.
ual truths are taught in these parables 'vhich
are nut, at first sigit, apparent. Tiras, ix: th
present prirable oui Saviour foresbadows te us
the infinite love of the Father freely forgiviuj
man through the sufferings of Calvary.

Read Luke 17i3, %vhere our Saviour's teacb.
ing on the subjeot of forgivoness is givon in
slightly different foron.

NOTES ON THE TEXT.

21.-The Rabbis tauglit that the transgresser
ehouid be forgiven tiîree times and ne more,
justifying this by tiho atithority o! Aines 1: 3-
Our Savieur teaches that there shouid bo ne
limit te forgiveness. We are ronuinded o! the
petition in eur Lod1 Frayer: "lForgive us
oui debtsa s ývo forgive our debters."1

Compare ý. Aho this the action oï our Savieur
in the judgment hall when hoe was ill-trcated
by the servants of the hign priest, anid when,
upon the cress, lie prayed fer his murderers.
Compare aise Stephen's prayer for bis murder-
ors Nvhiie lie wvas being stoned te death. Tino
wvhoie of Pall life after conversion is aise a
lesson on tergiveneas. Notwithstanding al
tino wrongs ho received, hoe neyer, on a single
occasion, nttored an nnkind word in retalia-
tien.

22.-What is forgiveness? It is difficuit te
give a full definition of the term. Perbapa it
wonld ho botter te analyse the thought under-
lying the word and te formulate its cemponent,
parts.

First thon, !orgiveness is closoly ailiod te,
pVenitexcc. We do net forgive thon till wo
realize that we were in tino wrong as woll as
thoso irbe injured us; and that in chorishing
theo untergiving spirit- we have griovously
sinned. Tixese two thon, are tivin sisters in
tino Christian reiigion-Penitenco and Forgive-
ness. The eue nover appears nithont the
other.

Te forgive aise, is to ferget theo injury done.

expressed in Rom. 12 92.There Pa-ol
teaches us that the essence ef forgiveness h
Love.

23.-Onr Savieur very often speaks et the
kingdomn of heaven. Thns, hoe says: " BOese
are the poor in spirit; for tl:oir's is the king.
dom o! heanven."1 Matt. 5: 3. He speaks of
the kixxgdom of heaven in the parable of the
talents, etc.

By this expression our Saviour means the
kingdomi of grace ivhichi is gradually formedl in
the beiiever's heart thronghi the indwelixg
Christ, and -%vhich wvill be succeeded by the
kingdomn et glory at the second coming of tlue
Savieur. The servants spokcen of are ministers
or stewards.

The ixnogery o! the parable, is drawn froca
Gentile and Jewish lit e, the. imaster mentioned
being sonie Gentile rnler pussessed o! great
wealth and aiithority %vho bs satrap2 or
gevernors under hi, whichi governors have
frequent opportunities of en:ibezzliing iu the
provinces over which they rule. Mention is
frequently miade in olassic 1iterature ef sucb
extortion.

IlThe King Eternal in various ways and at
varions periods takes account o! mon, as
by a commercial criais, a persoual affliction,
a revival,' or by those heartsearchings which
corne withont explicable cause on almost al
mon at some period o! their life."1

24.-Trench says that we n best appre-
ciate the sumn o! ten thousan&, talents by coin-

St. Paul gives us a description o! tixis eloment paring it with other sums mentioned in Scrip-
e! foriveness in the l3th chap. of theo lst ture.
Epistie te the Corinthians. In the construction o! the Tabernacle, 29

The next eloment in forgiveness is Love as talents o! geld were usei. Exod-in 28. 34.
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