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PRESENT CONDITION OF THE
LUMBER TRADE.

the making ot araft. Then ho runs the nisk of ! eastern wii'.s aco running to thoic full capadity,
having his timber stuck, being more unwieldy \ and shipping their product to Boston and New

reliof, ur fur carviog it would be difficult to
fitd anything richer. To produce such work

Lumber, that is sawn lumber, has not taken | than lugs, and requinng more water to propel York markets to bo suld by commission houses, | doos not appear very difficult.  Although the
that boom this scason, which sone had sothe equare than round stuffl. Then again of & fact which shows them to bo cutting beyond | cost of such panels in Japan is very great, thoy

confidently hoped for. A walk around the
Chaudicre mills discloses the fact that a very
largestack 18 on hand, but although that 18 the |
case, tho mills are gong full speed and tho(
mills are going full speed and the buzz and zip |
of tho machinery seems never to lull,

*How is tho market this year?!” onquired a |
Free Press reporter of a prominent lumberman |
to-dsy.

“Well, not a great deal of differonco from
last year. In the better quality of lumber the
demand in the States is very brisk and prices |
are good, but unfortunately, wo have not much |
of that species of lumber to dispose of.”

“What percentage of first-class lumber do
youcaslculate is cut annually at the Chaudiere
mills?”

“We aro of course obliged to cut an inferior
quslity of logs overy year, so that the quality
nowcut is not 80 great a percentage as it for-
merly was. Of all the lumber cut just now, I
think only about 25 per cent. can be reckoned
as good, and made ready zale.”

“Then how about tho inferior qualities?”

“There is just about enough mado out of the
inierior quality of lumber to pay expenses and
if thero i8 & margin at all it is very small.”

“Ind the striko amongst the mill hands at
Bay City, Saginaw and other points in Michi-
gon havo any effect in the demand 7

“On, not sny visible effoct. Tho state of
Michigan has so many mills in operation, and
the strike was of such short duration that it did
not make any change in the market.”

“Then the trade is on the average fairly
progperous

“Yes, faitly prosperous, and we expect the
demand will rather increase beforo winter than
otherwise.”

“Could you give an idea of the amount of
stock carried by the differeat mills ¥

“No, I could not, nor do I thunk any of the
owners at the Chaudiere could give you any
thing like an approximate estimato from the fact
that sales are going on overy day and sawing— i
ono pile going up and another down—so that
nothing like a fair estimate could be arnved at.”

“What do you think of the squareitimber
trade, Isco that ono Ottawa lumberman got
30 cents & foot not long since ?”

**Yes, I beliove hodid. It was a good bLig
price, but remembor the averago of G5 foot is
far above tho common. From all I know thero
is very littlo timber of that sizo to go down this
year. The squaro timber is small in quantity
this year and not big on an avérage. Thus part
of tho lJumber trada is growing less ovory yoar.
Thero are many causes, In tho first place the

ypot seem at all probablo that tho sprucogivesloug sweeping curves to tho grain.
y manufacturcrs would relax the profitable grasp ) tho required reliof has been attained tho wood

lats years the market was very shaky andactual orders, and the consigning of the over
unreliable for square tumber, the Eurupean ,supply to ather of the markets mentioned has
demands having fallen off from somo causo or | the effect of woakening values, and at the same
another.” g time causing yard dealers to delay stocking up
*The ]uxnbcnng enterpnsc has seen its bcst. until thoy have been fully able tu test the
days I suppose,” prepuunded the roporter. manufacturers’ necessity for funds. In view of
*Oh no, I look to the day. and not a very | the fact that large quantities of spruce will be
distant une, 1n fa:t octors the laps of ten years,  yet reyuired to supply the actual demand, it
when the lumbering industry of the Ottawa secms foolishness on the part of a fow short
Valley will be brisker than ever."” i sighted manufacturers to blast the hopen of the
“ How will that come about 3" entire trade by adopting a course, the result of
* Michigan, Minnesota and Wisconsin, tho, which might, by ordinary foresight, Lo so clearly
three Eastern States that aro competing with ) scen from the beginning. How much better it
Canada in the lumber markoet just now, cannot ; Wuuld be tu go sluw thruugh the summer months
lony, hold out at the present rate, their forests  and saw only fur actual requirements, thereby
are disappearing, overything 18 swept oft, 1.oth- | nursing the trade until buyers find it actuallv
ing too small is left uncut. Now this dreadful | necessary to make purchases, in which event
slaughter cannot last long, in fact, peoplo who | manufacturers wonld be practically able to
have taken the pains to probe into this matter | control the busincss in their own interosts. It
say that at the present rato of cutting the threo | would Le the correct thing for the spruce man
great lumber statas of the cast will be totally | ufacturers’ association to assert its influence, if
devoidof ms  ‘able trees, und the demand for | it has any, about this time and show what it
lumber must nacurslly look to the Dominion to | was orgamzed for. It can do »uch towards
supply the market.” regulating the product, and, that matter
““Yes I haven notion that the future has a|secttled, the prico will regulato itself to tho
bright outlook and if men engaged in the indus | satisfaction of all.
try fecl the timos a little slack, thoy will make | If the estimnated shortage of 115,000,000 feet
up for it in tho tine when Canada willcommand | in the crop of spruce logs in Maine, as
the market east of the Rocky Mountains,"— | reported by certain largo mill men, is corvect,
Ottawa Free Press, it scems to bo the height of folly for oven the
- smallest operator to consign any portion of his
cut to be sold at auction, for, in viow of the
situation as outlined in the foregoing, the
lumber will be wanted for actual uso beforo
use before the closo of tho sesson. XNorth-
wester n Lumberman.

THE EASTERN SPRUCE TRADE.

Reports from the spruce logging sections
confirm the statoments made that the June rise
had enabled all the mills to secure a good crop
of logs, and already the various castern markots
have show a marked change in tho general
aspects of trade in that particular wood. The
demand for spruce this scason has boen large,
and previous to the June tide it was impossible
for mauy of the mills to keep up with the
orders received. The condition of tho lug crop
arded by the unusual demand for tho lumber,
caused prices tv advance, and romam firm at a
figure somewhat i advance of salues for sevorsl
previous years, and oven when the news was | fiber so as to leave tho remaining grain in high
confirmed that tho mills had been able to socurs | relief  a surt of artificial weathering by which
plenty of logs, it was claimed by nany of tho  tho softer portions are wornaway. Tho method
dealers that tho market would not react, from , has not been very clearly described, but it
the fact that but few of tho yards had as,appears from the inforination givon that
yet beon stocked, as about all tho spruce which ; materials liko Dutch rushes aro employed to

ARTIFICIAL WEATHERING OFf
WOOD.

In an articlo on the preparation of wood for
car finish, the Nationul Car Builder mentions a
Japanese method of treating weod for back
grounds of nrnamental work which it regards
as well worthy of attentinn, It consists, it
says, in removing the softer portions of the

jhad up to tho present time beon shipped had 1 Beour or grind away the surfacc. Tho boards

cntered into actual uso in tho bwildings now in | aro sometimes quartersawed, but moro froquent-
process of construction. 1y they scem to have boen taken nearly through
Tndor such a condition of tho market, 1t did y tho heart and at & small angle with it. This

thoy unquestionably held upon the future trade, (18 filled. Tho final coata scci. to bo a hard wax

After '

yneed not be expensive here. Tho hand Ilabor
j ecessary for wearing down the wood may Lo
oasily roplaced by machinery. The desired
offect wonld then be obtained quickly as well
asoasily, Probably the same results can bo
'obt:nined by the Lso of tho sand blast or with
steol brushes, The first car bullder who
introduces this style of ornamentation will
have something not only unique but beautiful.
In many respects it would bho more attractive
than tho stamped leather and tho Lincrusta,
now so fashionable. As patterns for stamped
leathor, these wood designs would bo very
dosirable, and if we cannot have the original,
' it might be pussiblo to get an imitation by the
electrotype process which would answer evory
purpose.

GOOD ADVIOR,

If you take up a trade, push it to perfoction.
As an apprentice, ho prepared for many un-
pleasant things. To begin at tho foot means
more or less drudgery. Your inexperience will
provoke ridicule, contempt, and sometimes
abuse. Because you ave a boy, any man in tho
shop may feol free to order you about. Be
obstinate, sulky and dilatory, and none of them
will caro how long it takes you to reach a
higher round in the latter. Be cheorful, oblig-
ing and civil, and you will find every man
ready and willing to epeak a good word for
you and help along your skill,

When you have bocome a finishod workman,
bear in mind tho we'l worn but truthful maxim
that ** » rolling stone gathers no moss.” Steady
work at fair wages ia what piles up tho dollars.
A largo ohare of our workingmen are over
ready to liston to glowing accounts of the high
wages paid somewhero clso, and they spend a
good portion of tho yeat looking for the place.
| Noxt to bo settled in your muind, be economical.
| One of tho chicf causes for dissatisfaction among
| mechanics and laborers springs from tho lack of
| good managemont and the fact that so many
| avo spendthrifts. Inovery city in the Iand a
| 1argo proportion of workingmen chew,or smoke,
lor drink. Their tobacco nmjures the aystem
| and robs tho wallet. Dninks could be better
| replaced by cold water. Two dollara per woek

arc taken to maintamn imjunous and sclfish

habits, and yet thoso who squander the rgost
)are loudest in their complants about hard
| times.—Detroit Pree Dress.

Two guards at the St. Vincent do Taul
Penitontiary hava beon suspended and threo
others 6ned ovo month’s pay as tho reaslt of an
'iavestigu'.lon into charges of insubordination

lu.mbennwh:.s to go very far back, that is,very | but it appears that our cstimate of the mill| finish wathout a polish. For pancla the effect nnd.mi-.oonduct proferred by the Wardon °f tho
Lish on tho streams, whoro ho looks for tho ! men was slightly overdrawn, Many of the is superh® As & back ground for metal work in ' institution.



