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THE ECCLESIASTICAL AND MISSIONARY RECORD.

course of pastoral visitations, and to sct tho ox-
smple by restoring tho good old custom of Con-
gregationnl Catechising.

Ay, Feeling tho importance of mateuul in-
fluenco, if rightly oxeried, wo would class Ma-
ternal Assoeirtions amongat tho instrumentalitics
which may bo of materinl use in the prevention
of the etil in question whicly we deeply deplore.
‘T'heso have been tricd with no little siccess in'
the old Courtty and thu adjoining Republic.—
Mothers come under n sulemn engagement 1o
pray with and for their offpring.  Thoy meot
moro of lesy frequemly to converso on their
common dutive, tr.als snd responsibilities—to
stir onc another up by way of remembrance, to
read suitablo extracts from approved warks, and
to send up to heaven their united supplications.
The introduction of such associntivns amongat
ourselves, with such modifications as may bo
thought advisable, might tend to eccuro a moro
hearty co-operation on the part of this most in-
fluential portion of the commumty in the godly
vpbringing of tho young.

5thly. "Tho Sabbath School and Bible Cluss, of
course, cannot be lost sight of. More system,

and adaptation to circumstances, might with ad-

vantage bo employed in the management of both.
Ministers, in additivn to statedly attending and
addressing tho children on tho subject of the les-
son, on Missionary topics, und others of gencral
interest, would do wel} to have a regular sermon
835 onco 2 quarter, for their special benefit.  This
has alroady been tried and found beneficial in
arresting and arousing the young, and by bringing
tho school direetly under tho eye of tho wholo
church, to keep up that bond of connection be-
tween thom which sheuld never be broken. Pa-
rontsshould be carnestly and affectionatelyexhort-
¢d to look dilizeatly afier tho attendance of their
children—to discountenance irregularity, to su-
perintend the learning of their lestons, and tho
reading of tho library books, occasionally 1o
inspect the school, aud studiously to avoid trans-
forring 10 the shuulders of the tcacher a respon-
sibility «hioh is peculiarly their own,
Groatos +. scty and zest might bo infused into

out Bible Classes, by moro copious references o , was not of the world.
Scrip:uro, History, Biography, Geography, Chro- :

nology, Antiquitics, &e, to such illusirations as

Paxton and Kitto may supply—giving ant ocea- '

sionally such subjects for written excreises as may
bo suggested by the lesson for the day—and
meeting during the week forho older inembers
to tako up such general topics as might notso ex-

1
i world and be scparate, to keep themselves un-

perity which is being openced to her, is proving the
roverso of favorable to her growth n a religious
point of view. A spirit of apeculation is afloat—
the touce of public werality i3 being lewered—
lotteries, raflles, and other exceptionable modes .
of worldly aggrandizement are being introduced—

mammon and poticy too often carry it over God !
and principle.  Men are making haste to be rich.
QOue gocs to his fann ; auother 10 his merchan-
dize. Tho eattle—the crops——the transaciions
ol the store and the exchange—tho contems of
the Jedger and the daily junconl—ithe wiening« in

the political compass—the ever shilting current |
of this world's altairs—theso form, too generatly,
the staplo of our ordinary coaversation. Were
a stranger to visit us from another planet, or a
heathen from a remoto corner of uur own, it
wauld be ditlicuht for kim 1o gather from it what |
religien we professed ; or whether, in fuct, wo
had any religion at all. !

When tho world is thus conung in on vs Jike |
a flood, it becomes us to be in the atiude of!
lifting up n standard agniast it.

WNI.—Public festive entertainnients,——By these |
wo mean spectally balle, A prirate parties on §
such an extensive scale as to differ. but shohtly o
from them. These have of Jate become mure ,
' common in certain portions of our Preshytery, |
b and havo been countenanced even hy some pro- .

fessing christians.

We feel convinced they have had a most de-
tetivrating influence—wisting time, dissipanng .
tho mind, relaring the morals, quenching the
flame of picty, stitling the etrivings of the spirit,
wounding the heart of Christ, causing the cnemy !
to speak reproachfully, aad offering incense at
the shrine of the lust of the flesh, the [ast of the
eye, aud tho pride of life.

Weo aro affectionately desirous of those who
have named the name of Cluist amongst us, that
they would seriously consider that they are cx-
pected to depart from all imqmity, to aved the
very appearanco of evil, to come out from the

ypotted from the world, to be not conformed to
the world, to be not of the wurld, even as Clirist

. e

IV.— Unequal Yohes.—We arc perfectly aware
that this is a delicate and difficult mauer to deal
with—but we have a deep convietion that tho
causo of Chirist hay scriousiy suffered from the
religious clement not wbtaining greater protwni-
nence in the formation of matnmonial connec-
tions.

actly acrord with tho sacreducess of tho Sabbath,
How most effectually to cxcito the interest and !
enlist tho influence of our Young Mens a subject 1

to which we cannot too closely bend our mmds. t
We have dwelt thus long an thismatter of the |

young, hecause we arc convineed that parental
indifferonce and filial jasubordinazion rank
amongst tho most formidable obstacles with '
which wo have to contend.

In what follows we shall endeavour to be bricf,
indicating a few additional sources and sign of
seligious declension, without indulging in length-
ened illustration.

Il.— Prevalent Worldliness.—'This, of course,
we have always to encounter, interwoven as it is
with tho very fibres of tho human heant. But in
this country and at this time, we fec) its perni-
cious influence in 2 more than ordinary degreo.

Gonerally speaking, people come hero 1o better
their worldly circumstances—to get on in the
world—10 make provision for tho flesh. Unless
much on their guard, thoy are, thereforo, in great
dauger of putting the “ all other thinge” before
the “Kingdom of God and the righteousncss
thereof.”

While rejoicing in the prospect prescnted 1o
our noble Province of having her latent yssources
developed, and that clevated position assigned her
in the seale of nations, which is certainly her
due, we much fear thut the very careor of pros-

i are bound for life.

Wo do nut refer merely ta Protestants iarry- .
ing Roman Catholics, {of which there aie. alas! .
teo many instances), wo take it for gianted that
for such unnatural allinnces there can bo no ex-
cuse or oxtenuation.  Woreler also tothe imncon-
siderateness with which many professorsenter o
relationships, on which such important nterests
hang, without having anthing like a guaranten for
the religous eharac cr of those with whom they
In such cascs instead of im-
parting thetr reigion to those with whom they .
aro thus uwnited, it generally loses us hold on
themselves.  Promising blossams aro prematusc-
ly nipped : good resolutions fade insensibly away
—the whole character reccives a melancholy -
blight, |

V.—{rregular and desultory attendance on
Ordinances.—Thero aro not a fow who, on |
Sabbaths are half-day hearers, they would think }
it wrong cntiroly to forsake the assembling of |
themsclves together, as the manner of some 19— |
but if they aro once a day at church they deem |
that quite sufficicnt—and that anytling moro 1s
to bo religious over much. On grounds far too
trivial they occasionally absent themselves alto-
gether.

Tho members of our churches aro far too
nogligent in regard to autendanco at Weekly
Meetings. It ie universally admitted that by
them, much more accurately than by the Sabbash
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scrvices, may tho spiritual state of a soul be de-
termined.  ‘This 1s a very fair thermometer and
touchstone.

Braught to this test, it st bo acknowledged
winy of our congregations cannot bo Jdged to
be in a thaving state. Wero we, like the primi-
tive diseiples, 10 take greater pleasuie in meeting
witls one nccord in prayer—then might we ook
for our gicat Mitster to stand i tho midst and
suy Perce be unto you, and breahing on us to
exclaim «* Receive the Holy Ghest”  But, alas?
teo many follow 1w tho footsteps of Thomns,
called Didyinus, ono of the twelve, who 1waa not
with them, 1 is this breath we specially neod

.= Blow upon our garden,” * Breathe upun theto

slain

VIL—Woe inay conclude with & few p.=ctical
suggestions for our own personal sud Preshy-
terial guidance.

1. That Ministera preach more frequently and
systematically ou tho great subject of Revivals.

2. That on oceasion of JMcetings of Preshy-
tery there be occasionally consccutive preaching
as may bo deemed expedient : subjects being se-
fected at tho previous mecting, and trented up far
as possible m comse.  ‘The special services con-
uected with commumion scasons might also be
employed advantageously o thus way.  Somo of
the most frunful Revivals in the Chuich have
been associated with such seasons.  And why
may not the hallowed scenes of Shotts, Campbus-
Yang, Kileyib, aud New England bo repeated 1

3. 'Thaty we have more brotherly feStowship on
the subject, nut continung ousselves wily the
mere mechanical getting through with the regu-
lar routine business—but devoting a specific pore
tive of time, to plain, practical dealing with one
another on the spiritual state of our respectivo
chorges.

4. ‘T'hat weresume our I eslyterial visitations,
aud in conferring with the office Learers of each
Church, give greater prommence to the spiritual
clenent, requiring £ om Sessions a report, at lenst
once a year, a3 to tho siate of reiigion within
their districts.

3. That Sessions meet more frequently, havo
fixed umes for doing so—1tor uniformity sake—
say the first Tuesday 1 every monh, and that at
such cetings conversanons be held on this great
subjeet, similar to thote zecommended for the
Presbytery.

6. Special Meetings for anxious inquirers have
in some instances been found very profitable,

‘The Mimster imimates from the pulpit, thas
he will be at home, at a specified tune, to con-
verse with any who #ve anxioug about their souls.
Mauy, m this way, have been brought 1o a deci-
sion whoae state of mind might never, otherwise,
have come under a pastor's oye, and who, frem
want of peeded directions at the er.sis of their his-
tory, neht bave had convicuons emothered, and

. serious impressions efluced.

7. A Pustorel Address, issued by authority of
Synod, directing tho atrention of our peoplo to
somo of tho above or hindred topics, would bo
extiemely desirable.

After all, however, we fuel that Revival must
commence in our own ssuls—cre we can expeet
it tu spread to our people. A Brotherly Address
simifar to that sent forih by the Free Church of
Scotlund last year, might have a happy eflect, or
a single Address might embrace both—ihe ono
half being dirccted to office bearers, and the other
to members.

While an influence certainly must rise from
the pew to the pulpit, generally speaking, it
descends first from the pulpit 10 the peswo.  * Like

pasior like peoplo,” is proverbial.

Liet us, thorefore, take heed unta aurselces, and
thus will we be the better enabled to tako heed

unto all the flock over which tho Holy Ghest hath
made us overseers.
Roserr F. Bervs,
* Concencr of Com.




