
o55ytlous %with Cbirlattsaz. csieclaliy Ans
Sctdand a.nd among the Ntrs eo-
tues. It also a ScanclinavianIliA origIn.
Thcy regarded the viiltes, solsteu au
the Lurning point of the year-the I)e-*
g1snnAng of renewed lite, and tise ac-
tlvity of the powfTrs ot nature, and
henca Yute, whlch signifies *,the turn-
inu" watt cloaseiy associated wiLls the
festivals of the goda, who wé-re, aCter
ail, only symbolicai personification8 or
the powers of. nature. The custom of
burnlng thei Yule-iog As talien train ths'
D>ance and Norwegians. In taut,
ilhrough the Middle Ages, and de'>wn
ta thse period of thse Reforna.on,
every mark of rejoicing gVfven tu
Chriatrnas watt engrafted on the Pa-
ga n rites of Yul.

Tise use af the snistletoe at Cbrimt-
mas-tLAme la a relie of tise oid heatk-
-cn worshlp of 'the Ds'uids, whose sa-
cre.t tree wvas tise oak, from the Latin
terrn for which Lhey took their namne
(dru-an oak.)

Sir «Walter Scott, In bis beautltul
moctricai romance of "Marinion,". de-
scribes a eusti which As pecullar ta
Chriatinas. Nwhen he saya:

-On Christmnas 'Eve the bles wvere
rung.

On Chirstmas Eve thse mass was sung.
Tha:t only nighit, In ail ti year,
Saw the stoled Priest Lthe ehalce r*ear."

In thse anclent Roman use, thre
masse were provided for Christias
Day, one for the dead af niglit, one for
the early morsslng. and one for the.
day; and. froin very primitive dayu,
iL bas bt-,n universaliy held tisat oniy
at mldnIght on ChrlsItmus eve a thse
Eucharlst ta be celebrated at ter Sunset.
Evening celebrations have not eariy
autharity to warrant themn, and, Ans
very .many Englisis dioceses are strict-
iy forbidden-savie on Christmas eve.

Sa mucis for custlams that are peau-
lar tu Christmas -trnse. Marly, as %%
have shown. are heathen ln their ori-
gin; but. as naw faiiowved, they are
quite Innocent and harmIess. a.nd in no
way canfiiet wlth thse religlous asper-t
uf tise sea<on. They serve to gAve
a tasse ta our social lte, %vithout whlch
C'hrL-tmas waouid flot lie Christmas as
%vo hav(. always known AIL

*An4l stIl around tisese good aid
Urne-s

WVo-hing like friends full loth to part;
We Ilstcm n Untie simple rhymeff
'%Vhlqh sobaehw slnk Into aur heart,
liaif musical, hiait melanchaiy,
LAk.e ciuish smiies tha± etili are hoiY,
.A mat*qWor's. face dimmcd with a tear,
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For Citinasm comseil but once il yearY.*

Mle ca.nnot close these ft-w ttlnl)'
remssrks %vitiaut axre.tler quotation
trami Scot:-

**Ieap ons morae %vod4l thse J-:iCi
ChilI.

But Jet iL whiitie as il %viii.
IVei keep our Christinas merry stili.
Each age lias dw.'med Lise ncw% barn

year
I791, fitest time for tcstivŽ tbevr;
And weii our Christian sirs" of oid
L-oved wb.en tise year Ilu course lsad

rolled
And lirougst biitbc, Christinas back

again.

WAtis aIl lis hc8pitable trai.
Domestlc and religlous rite
Gave honor to the Hoiy nigt...
.Ail haijcd with uncontraiied deiight
An.d general v'oicc-, the hsappy niglit
That to the cattag.'. as tise crowvn,
Brc.jght tidissgs ot saivaLti» dawni.*

CHISTIMAS CHA}tITY.

"Coud i i towarcl men" la tue ail-
pervading sentimenti of Cisristmnastide.
ItL s the Lime ta bury uîskind thaiughts
and petty jeaiousies. It a the seasun
for ioving deeds andi kindfi emein-
brances. a day of Ipenetîni ainesty. a
Lime ta targIve andi torget. and with
a inantie of Christiike charity tu caver
the foiles antd frailties osf our teliowv-

Ilhe sentiment of comnmun bro.,her-
beaU sisauld prtyalonnatt. IL is a sers-
tirnenL that dues nos, iesser the telis-

der Lie9 of friendship, but broadezîs
and ennobies its prossessor. The mans
who confines blis Christmas charity ta
bis own tamiiy crdle niAsses the p-àrest
and lioliesi. picasures quthUe day.

The custoin nf glvlng Christîssas
i)sesents as said ta have originatedl ors
ssii pligrimages and visits. Thus Ans the

Orientai îuractice of bearing gifL-; the
%vise mens of ie East laid gift ait
the feiet af Ltse Infant Christ. W'Aiî us
the custoin bas, or should bavè, a
higiser- ani nobier significance.

The act of charily or thse testinmonial
of friendship ami esteem should lie
entirEiy spontasCouS. To h)estowv girts
with tbe hope of return or s'eward ar
to propitlaLe frlendship or Interest. A
ta masquerade selfiahness in the guase
of generasity.

The Oriental idets of charlty was re-

c1prucal, ta -excbange beneflis for ta-
vaers expectefi. ChrisL Inaugurated a
Tiohier system. tie principie ut brotis-
eriy love-'*Pence onI earth. gond wil
1(-ward mers.-

T:cciesiu'lltgista lire not 41itogether

agseed asi tu whIers Christîssas begasi
fiais to, be oiservd In the 'hurcs.
Thes geisertîl illspressiossl Keen ta Le
that ili vt ry eariy day.q, proisably as
tariy t-q tise end ot tAi- steconsd cn-
tut'Y, a general festival oif the~ mosi-
testaiosi %vas kept. An %vili w4're
Iblesdtvi togetir tise tdcias that tenter
Ilista the festivals of Effphany as n'ei
as Chrititrnii. Silice the nmiddle of
Ille 4ti entury, isonsver, tise Lîvo
ft-stivals hve been seîmrated; aitîsaugi
even m-c.w At may be said tiat~ tho~ on.,

ila a selluei tu, or cansii)etiion ut th~e
utià.-r.

Froils, prinft Ave dnyi, biyns is ecuitar
Lu UsAs seasan have iseen Ani use Ii
tise churcises; Chritatts carois, pîro-
perly su caiiod. wiere ititrodues' An1
tise tweiftb ceiitury by St, Franieis
ut A.sisi. Tustse were sAnsply i;acrý!d
baiadit. rude lin tarin, y-et ý,teîî strik-
Ing ln cisaracter. an:d At As generaliy
a -eeugized tact. tisat tise use of these
casiAs did tîure Lisas ant~iAg zise t«)
kcep alie. ansong thv miasses of the
peupjle. a Aeilef An tise doctrine of thse
Incarnation. Citrols.like seularb)alinda.
heleng tu Lise chiidsc.oU aîsd youtjs
ut a Aseola, bence their swee.t siu-
piicity. Tisera As isa attenspt aL ia(tY
idear .nd fine lL utg-Mn sim-
ply. î-àsled ln numbeiýr:s, for 'ibe' nti-
bsers canw "

Thse naine< "et o rig;nttuy vr-as a
te-in appiied tu a danîce. or a song
aune~ ta a dansce; :tftertvartio At camne
to inean atsy teqti' e suîsg assd e*efl-
Lxially tise în.eassitsig gatin tabe isarruwved
Us 'wn tu a Christmas soîsg. li France.
to nscsth aîsy testive e otjg. In France.
*,ittovs." as tisey %%,r4! calicd %wcre con-

monI i an ('al at-. Ili ltn( tise
pî a(tic,ý f cti oi-unLgitig çsiy gotýs
ibaek ta i- 15tis cenittry. The fir-t

]E'igilA4 casli,. lis a coiierteil tarin.
t'alie_ ftain th-- pi-es t '%VYrukyr (14

W ai-de. An 1521. Wi'.n shc-, Puritans

vainse ta bave lio" er I, tii-ý land. the)*
dlise.ourliged the use ot earois: they

even wenL "- Car ln their sancLimrsi-
v'us blgotry. as tsi forbld tise celelura-
tien of Chsrist ias- tUe. lis Scotiand
tisis wvas s'arricd in great extretre. as

l~ earri tram a work (if -the pericd.
Ms.John Hamiltons. An is, *Fac'ie'

TraAicLs-it« 2ays: -The- ministets af
Scutland. .ln ccrntemp)L of the other
hiy dJays olstrved by Englanui. cautu!
their %viveA and servant.- ta spin An
open sight, of tise ip-aP!e uprn 'Yul"-
day: and tiseir affu'ctIonalie auditors
constrain their tenants. ta yoke tht Ar
pioughs on Tule day, ln <contemipt of
Cbrise.'s ntvity.-whicb aur Lord bas4
rot AcCu tinpunished.-for tiir x si


