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to show our best friends and visitors ý.;hat a. beautifuil volumne the prn-
ters and book-binders can producei? Is this our value of the bible'?
Cap- this be oiîr use for it? Truly it is a usiug of the Book. And it
îs also prizing it. But '%hetbcýr eitlier of these eau bc considered of
the proper character and quality, dcmiands a serious doubt.

If it .be truc that we Ilave souls;- if it bc truc that Our souls Ileed
salvation ; and if it be truc that no other incans in the heaven above
nor ini the carth b.eneath eau save our souls but a knowledge and obe-
dience of the bible ; is it net aise truc that, a, ueglct, of the 'bible is a
negleet of our own iwelfare, now and forever?' And this, it will be
-acknowledged, is a negleet whiehi results iun a loss overbalauleing and
throwing into the shade ail aller losses.

The question of life or of deatb, sinijIy as it resl1 eets tîte present
world, is aiways of absorbing interest. Shall I live, or shall I die? is
a query that ne illortal. seî'iously conisiders wiitliout em-otions wbieli
strike to the centra of thie seul. Life is loecd, and death is fcared.
The mast siekiy and weak, suifering~ under the entire list of ills ho
whieli uiorta'Iity is subject, stili dling to life as the sweetest and fondest
of ail tliat is dear, and rieh, and great on earth; wliile dcath la liated
and drcaded as the ehiief of ail tlîe eneinies. Anid what does this say
to us' It says to us, in languageneot te be misunderstood, that life la
beyond yaiue-that it lias in reality no price-that it is preclous above
the power of reckoning-tliat it is better, richcer, greater, and therefore
more to be desired, than al thinigs cisc t-lat ambition cithler craves or
holds iu its widest grasp.

Now it will itot b3e qucstioned that the life of w'hich we spcak in
treating of the bibi1e, is, at tlie lowcst caiculation, as preclous and every
way excellent as the life of the body. If, thierefore, the bible is the
source of spiritual life, and if this life be ivorth as inucli ho us as a life
that we 'would not exehiange, for a wonid, 'we have littie difficulty in rnak-
ing ail mren sec how grcatly valuable is the Beok of heaven. To use
the bible according ho its real value, thlen, is ho read, tdeaie

sean, 4and ponder its pages with an intercat, and intensity equal to, Our
love of life.

But shaîl wc iniprove and inercase our taste for bible reading? Can
a'ny one say, No? Our Father in heaven, forbid! The question, how-
ever, properly terminahes upon the preceding hopie. We shaîl inerea8e
in bible reading the very moment we perceive the -value of the biessed
IBook. It ~Voula not 'be possible to prevent a constant, viiUlaflt. ana
diligent perusal of the bible, were wc filly penetrited witlî the idea of


