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insulted and wishes to satisfy a vengeful feeling, which pain might be
otherwisc averted without any jar in the order of the univcrse, or in-
terruption in established sequences.  But we hope to make it appar-
ent that punishment isa natural and necessary result attached to the
violation of God’s law, to a want of harmony with the Divine arrange.
ments.  Ior, since there is a right and a wrong way in the world, the
Lord wishes to lead us in the path that will ultimate in our bappiness,
And if he create man at all, he must crcate him on some plan ; and
this plan involves the truth, for example, that no man can, in the com-
mission of known sin, have a good and peaccful eonscience. Is our
Lord to be complained of because the gambler, all his life, is destituto
of the peace that ¢ passes all understanding 77 Happiness is incon-
sistent with such a character; and since his character remains the
same after death, on what principle can his fulure unhappiness Le con-
sidered severe or unjust? If a man live ten years with the heart of a
defrauder, is it strange that he should be inwardly unhappy for ten
yems? or for fifty, or cighty years, is not the principle the same ?—
And if half of this punishment be felt in this world and half in the
next, is tha lagter half less just than the former which all grant to be
right?  As long as the heart is impure it will be miserable whether
he live one hundred years, or as long as Methusalah. It is quite pos-
sible for a man to commit as much sin during the first thirty years of
his life as Methusalah did during the corresponding period of his life,
and if the penalty is never felt after death, this patriarch endured the
inward pain for his youthful sins thore than nine hundred Years Jonger
than most men of modern times. Now if it was just that this ante-
diluvian should suffer all he did in heart and conscicnee, be it much
or little, it is also just that a like sinner should suffer as much if not
here, hereafter.  If Methusalah had a wicked heart, (and it sccms ho |
had, for he died the same year that Neah entered tle Ak, aud was
probably < condemned with the world”) and if be bad dicd thice hun.
dred years sooner thau he did, would the aalure of his punishment be
changed because he was rawoved from one prison to anvther?  Would
it not still be the natural result ot sin?

There is no more injustice nor cruelty in fature than in present
punishuent, for both arc the ivevituble and constitutional preducticn
of the violation of law. Every sinner, in this life, bears the weight of
his own sins until his character before God is changed, or until he is
converted and pardoned through Jesus Christ ; but if he never become




